MODERN ISSUES IN
QURAN AND SUNNAH
STUDIES

NOOR MOHAMMAD OSMANI

[TUM PRESS

INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA



CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
IN QUR’AN AND SUNNAH STUDIES

EDITED BY
DR. NOOR MOHAMMAD OSMANI

IIUM Press



Published by:
ITUM Press
International Islamic University Malaysia

First Edition, 2011
GITUM Press, HUM

All rights reserved. No part ol this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise, without any prior written permission of the publisher.

Perpustakaan Negara Malaysia Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Noor Mohammad Osmani: Contemporary Issues in Qur'an and Sunnah Studics
Bibliography p.
Includes Index
ISBN

ISBN: 978-967- 418-093-9

Member of Majhis Pencrbitan llmiah Malaysia — MAPIM
(Malaysian Scholarly Publishing Council}

Printed by :

UM PRINTING SDN. BHD.
No. 1, Jalan Industri Batu Caves 1/3
Taman Perindustrian Batu Caves
Batu Caves Centre Point

68100 Batu Caves

Sclangor Darul Ehsan



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Significance of the Prophets towards the development of man [

Jihad in the Exegesis of Mawdudi and Sayyid Qutb: Retrieval on the
Impact of Religious Extremism 9

Ghulam Ahmad Parvez and His Tafsir Matalib al-Furqan:

a Mcthodological Analysis 25
Errors in the Interpretation of the Qur’an: General Overview in

Malaysian Muslim Society 34
The Authority of Sunnah as a Source of Islamic Law in Imam

al-Shafi’1 School of Thought 41
Human personality developmemt from Qur’anic Perspective 50
Socio-political Orientation in Qur’anic Exegesis: Methodological

Approach of Mohammad Natsir 64
Prophetic Guidance for Business Ethics: Back to Basics for

Islamic Finance 82

Critical Thinking in [slam: Its Concepts, Processes, Techniques
and Barriers 109



Errors in the Interpretation of the Qur’an:

General Overview on Malaysian Muslim Society*

Dr Ammar Fadzil™

Abstract

The article seeks to examine the sources of error in the interpretation of the
Qur’an and to produce some examples of crroncous interpretation that ocecur in
Malaysia. Study of errors in the interpretation of the Qur’an is one of the
important aspects in Qur'anic studies. These errors often occur in the
interpretation of the Qur’an in the context of Malaysian Muslim society. The
article aims to examine the causes of erroneous interpretation and to fumish some
examples to show how the errors happen. It will limit the examples to those who
interpret the Qur’an with good intention. The article concludes that the errors are
due to deficiency in Arabic language and ignorance of the context of the verse.

Keywords.: Qur'an, tafsir. errors, Arabic language, Malaysian societv

Introduction

Interpretation of the Qur’an secks to explain the purpose, the laws and lessons that
could be inferred from verscs of the Qur’an. It is well accepted that such effort is of good
value as it deals with the most honorable heavenly book. However, if the interpretation is
based on the understanding and the opinion of a conimentator, naturally it is not free from
error. lbn Taymiyah is reported to have satd that each word has a right to be heard then it
would be accepted or rejecled, except the words from the Qur'an and the Prophet. Thus, a
commentator of the Qur’an {(mufassir) is regarded among those who are not frec from
crror although the error is likely very relative. The Prophet has shown to his companions
how misunderstanding of interpretation has occurred in his time. Muslim scholars
normally use two examples, one of which is the issue related to the interpretation of the
words zulm in the verse 82 of chapter al-An“am, and the phrase khavt al-abrad wa-I-
aswad in the verse no 187 of chapter al-Bagarah.,

" This article is adapted from a paper presented at the National Conference at USIM in September 2011,
Assoclate Professor, Department of Qurian and Summah Studies, IRKHS, International [slamic University
Malaysia. Email: ammar{eiium.edu,my






