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MASTER PLANNING OF TEN EXISTING PUBLIC HOSPITALS
IN MALAYSIA: A RETROSPECTIVE STUDY

Norwina Mohd Nawawi, Ar

Department of Architecture
Kulliyyah of Architecture and Environmental Design
International Islamic University Malaysia

ABSTRACT

A retrospective on the Malaysian experiences in implementing the ten master planning of
existing hospitals projects under the Asian Development Bank (ADB) Loan (coded as 980
MAL). Qualitative and quantitative approaches had been used where possible in this study
such as the post occupancy evaluations and references made from unpublished papers as well
as papers presented in related workshops and conventions on actual experiences and
observations made by designers, users and facility managers. The paper provides an insight on
the project management set-up, the scenarios faced by the different hospitals at each of the
phases, and how these problems were resolved to what they are today. The paper wishes to
highlight and give due recognition to the formation of Master plan as a Development Control
Plan (DCP) to be an integral part of the planning and design process of any healthcare
facilities project implementation.
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INTRODUCTION

Genceral Development of Healthcare Facilities in Malaysia

Healthcare development in Malaysia is in line with World Health Organisation’s
(WHQ) Health for All by year 2000 had made its mark even beforc the year 2000 with
improvement in all sectors of healthcare, which was implemented in the two Malaysian
Perspective Plans. Since independence in 1957, in late 70°s (seventies), the focal point for
healthcare development in Malaysia was on the Primary Health Care. In the eighties (80°s),
the focus was on the replacement of old hospitals with new ones. In the nineties (90°s), the
target was on the redevelopment of existing hospitals. However due to economic slowdown in
mid-80’s, the master-planning programme of 10 hospitals to be implemented in the early 90s
were partly funded by the Asian Development Bank Loan to meet the varied budget allocated
for the different hospitals for year 1990-1995 (6™ Malaysian Plan Period). New hospitals and
other healthcare facilities were also added in the programme towards achieving accessibility
to all Malaysians throughout the nation.





