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llhere exists a wealth of information in the Qur'an

I and Sunnah with regards to the themes on man and

I education. rducatiJn in the Arabic language refers

to Tarbiyah, Ta'bid, Ta'lim. The first revelation (Al-Qur'an

96:1-5) that was sent to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) em-
phasized on reading and learning.ln other places of the
Qur'an the book, pen, tablet, thinking and contemplation
have been mentioned that directly or indirectly refer to
the process and tools of education. Supplementary to
the Qur'an, one finds numerous Hadith that gives the

i glad tidings of great reward and honour awaits Muslims
who make efforts to learn all that is valuable for the bet-
terment of this life and for the hereafter. ln lslam, the act
of seeking knowledge is a form of lbadah (worship). A
philosophical understanding of the Qur'an explains that
reading or learning is just not from the revealed Book of
Allah (the Qur'an text alone) but also from the'Open Book'

of Allah that is the universe. As such, besides the Qur'an,
Muslims have been commanded to learn from the signs
and wonders of what Allah has created in heavens and
earth (flora and fauna), which explain His Might, Majesty
and Greatness.

The lslamic philosophy of education emphasizes on the
totaldevelopment of an individual; body, mind and spirit.
ln line with this principle parents and teachers should
provide education that caters for an individual's intel-
lectual, physical, moral, social, emotional, psychological,
personality and spiritual developments. A mere intellec-
tual development most aptly can cause an imbalance in
the personality of an individual. Parents and educators
should provide students with a holistic concept of educa-
tion without neglecting any one of the aforementioned
developments.The ideal Mrslim education should aim at
the transfer of knowledge, skills, values, culture, heritage,
language, beliel etc. from one generation of peapie to
the other. A well educated persan in lslam should enjoy a
good relationship with Allah, with his Sell with his fellow
humar-beings and the environment {flora and fauna}.

What is expected of man at the end of his educationalI Wnat rs expecteo oI man at tne eno or nrs eoucattonal
I endeavors from a Western peripective is the formation of
good a citizen while in the lslamic perspective is the birth
of a good individual or good man, popular understanding
of this concept refers tc lnsan al-Soleh(good man) or lnsan

al-Kamil (perfect man). Muslim scholars are of the opinion 
I

that what is embedded to the concept of lnsan al-Soleh
is the concept on man being the Khalifah of Allah (the

vicegerent of God). Man's position as the good Khalifah
of Allah not only refers to man being a good servant to
Allah, Who is his Lord and Cherishet of t[" universe, and
by bowing down to His Will and recognizing the His Su-

premacy, but also as one who fulfills the Amanah (Trust)

given to him. As the recipient of Allah'sTrust, man is duty
bound in making this world a better place for him and
for others. ln order for the Khalifah of Allah to effectively
carryout his appointed duties, he needs knowledge and
education. While Western philosophy of education very
much emphasizes in the creation of a good citizen who
limits his love and loyalty to the boundaries of his own
country, the lslamic outlook on education stresses on the
birth oi a universal man who is not only having a loving,
caring and sharing attitude towards others and nature,
but also works for peace and harmony of the planet. For

such a good individual, his philosophy of life will not be

an ego-centric one. He does not say that"My home is my
world'i but rather says that "The world is my home'i

Allthe aforesaid lofty ideas and ideals on education are l

missing as a result of modern time, due to colonization in

the past and globalization at the present age. Driven by
the market forces education, education all over the world,
regardless in East or West, is mainly seen a passport for
success that guarantees good income and others mate-
rial gains. As such, education during this era of informa-
tion technology has more or less become a commodity,
rather than anything that deals with values. Since values
do not get the centre-stage in the modern educational
settings, the world is experiencing an erosion of values.
Mcdern education with its concept on commodification
of educatior is somelow failing in its effort to bring out
the good part of man which is in-ate and latent. As a

consequence of this, the world suffers from all sorts of
mischief and corruption done by man; war fought for
unjust reasont pollutions of all kind caused on land and 

I

in the ocean, fraudulent banking system, etc. To remedy 
I

this chaotic situation, the educational system all over the
world must focus on the creation of a good individual
before an intelligent individual can be created.
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