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PHILOSOPHY IN SCHOOLS
IN THE MALAYSIAN CONTEXT

Rosnani Hashim
International Islamic University Malaysia
Malaysia

Introduction

Philosophy as has been understood for so long is the inquiry into Truth and
ultimately, to attain wisdom. Although it began with the Greeks who loved to
speculate, analyze and prescribe on the nature of human being, God, the
universe and existence itself, the purpose of man’s living, the good life, and on
happiness, it could also be found in all great Traditions. ~The subjects of
philosophy, namely metaphysics, epistemology, values and logic, are all
important in drawing the parameter of any tradition’s worldview. In this sense,
philosophy seems like the umbrella that holds the worldview together and
attempts to give it meanings. Philosophy is also known as the theory of
education (Dewey, 1929) because its subject matter is very much linked to
education. Education deals with man as the learner, with epistemology because
it deals with knowledge as the content to be understood, passed on and further
expanded through the various methods — empirical or sense experience, rational
thinking, or from the Words of God revealed by the messengers. It also deals
with values because the goal of education is not just to transmit existing
knowledge and generate new knowledge but more importantly to also cultivate
good moral values for the good of man and society. Finally, it deals with logic
because the teacher will not be able to make sense to the students unless he or
she instructs them in a clear and logical manner.

The inability of students to think well, critically and be wise, is today a
matter of concern and it was due to this that the notion of philosophy in schools
becomes relevant since every tradition has its share of philosophers who
brought forth great ideas leading to societal change. Its importance is more felt
as man began to neglect it on the pretext of its obsolescence in the era where
man is more concerned with his material well being which is catered for by
other more relevant disciplines and subjects. People have came up with many
new approaches such as de Bono’s Lateral Thinking, to improve thinking skills
but our encounter and experience with philosophy informs us that here is an
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