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CHAPTER 5:

Responses to Extensive Reading: A Survey of ESL
Learners

ExGrtu HarLiza ENGKU IBRAHIM
AINON JARIAH MUHAMAD
NURSHIDAH ABDUL WAHAB

The fact that extensive reading positively contributes to language
acquisition has been well documented and generally language
instructors acknowledge the important role extensive reading plays
in the acquisition of a second language. However, very few language
curricular around the world integrate extensive reading as part of a
student’s language learning syllabus due to a number of constraints.
This study reports on feedback from 2,471 learners studying English
as a second language in an intensive pre-university programme where
graded readers were used as part of the extensive reading programme.
Among others, this research highlights learners’ responses towards
the extensive reading programme and the problems they experienced.
Pedagogical implications for the success of an extensive reading

programme were also discussed.

Keywords: extensive reading, second language, language curriculum, language
acquisition, ESL

INTRODUCTION

The contribution of extensive reading (ER} to overall language proficiency is well
established. A language learner needs a vast amount of exposure to language to
learn not only word meaning but also their collocational implications (Waring,
2009). Extensive reading has been shown to improve language test scores. Gradman

& Hanania (1991) for instance reported that extensive reading greatly enhances





