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IBN KHALDUN ON THE ROLE OF
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND VALUES IN THE
RISE AND FALL OF CIVILIZATIONS:
IMPLICATIONS FOR MUSLIM EDUCATORS
IN THE 21st CENTURY'

Siraje Abdallah Ssekamanya’

Abstract

This paper examines {bn Khaldun's discussion, in his Mugaddimah,
of the role plaved by knowledge, skills, systems and values in the
rise and fall of civilizations to find out how contemporary Muslim
societies can benefit from his though as they grapple with the
challenges of globalization and survival in a knowledge-based
economy.  An attempt is made to link this with his seminal idea of
‘asabivvah (group cohesion) and ethical living in urban dwellings.
fbn Khaldun emphasized, among others, the devefopment of critical
and creative thinking skills among Muslim students, the provision
of enough job opportunities. justice and the respect of human rights
by the rulers, and the proper matching of labor with the skills of
warkers for better productivity. He asserted that whereas values
ultimately lead to the ascension of a society, vices inevitably destroy
it. Of particular significance for contemporary Muslims is lbn
Khaldun's contention that science and technology education are
crucial in the rise of a Muslim civilization. For these to be useful,
however, science and technology must be coupled with a
comprehensive religious education. A number of -lessons and
implications are drown from the above ideas for contemporary



