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CHAFYIER 4
THE ORIGINS OF SEMITIC LANGUAGES
SOLEHAH HAJI YAACOB & SHAMSUL JAMILI YEOP

Dept. of Arabic Language and Literature of [slamic Revealed

Knowledgeand Human Sciences
International Islamic University Malaysia
Introduction

‘Semitic” is a word introduced by Schlozer’® in 1871 to denote the
group of languages evolved from Aramaic, Pheonic, Hebrew, Arabic,
Yemen, Babylonian and Assyrian.” He understood them to be
languages of the descendents of the Prophet Noah.** From the time of

! the descendents of Adam were the

the Upper Palacolithic age.*
founders of human civilization. Their success depended on the stability
of their political, cultural and geographical structures, and linguistic
study is a vital aid in the analysis of their development. The major
written cultures of the ancient Near East have produced the largest

body of material from their eras, providing a sound basis for

* German Orientalist whose theory is not supported by Arab scholars who coined the
rival term ‘Jazariah® or ‘Urubah’; see A. A. al-Wahid and J. A. Kamaludin, al/-
Harakal al-Tawilah fi al-Lughat as-Samivat, p. 15.

AL A. al-Wafi, 1988, Figh al-Lughah, Cairo: Dar al-Nahdah. p. 6.

*“' ;. Roux, 1965, Ancient Iraq, London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd, p. 124.

*! Relating to the time when humans first started to make tools out of stone.
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