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CHAPTER 7

ARABIC LANGUAGE LEARNERS’ FONT PREFERENCES

NURKHAMIMI BIN ZAINUDDIN
NURAIHAN MAT DAUD

The aim of this study is to analyse font type, font size and line length
preferred by Arabic language learners when reading on-screen. Studies
done on other languages, especially those using Roman scripts, have
shown that font size and type affect ease of reading. In this study, Arabic
language learners were asked to identify e-books that were easy to read.
Majority of them found 14-point font size Simplified Arabic easy to read.
However, Arial Unicode was more attractive than the other fonts.
Results also indicated that most of them preferred to read texts on full-
screen line length.

Keywords: Arabic language learning, font type, font size, line length.

INTRODUCTION

The screen is fast becoming a ubiquitous feature of life. Yet, like reading texts on paper, reading on
screen has its problem. Glare, font size, and font type are among the problems that are associated with
the use of computers. Bernard et al. (2002) studied adult preference for font type and size by
measuring their reading efficiency, reading time, legibility of font type, attractiveness of text, and font
preference, and found that 12-point Times New Roman and Arial font type were read faster than other
fonts and sizes that were tested. Apart from that, Arial and Courier font types were considered the most
legible fonts. It was also noticed that Arial font type with 12-point size was the preferredfont when it is
an online text.

Chaparro (2006) compared the fonts used in previous editions of Windows with newfonts created for
Windows Vista. They found that the fonts used in Windows Vista such as Cambria and Constantia
were more legible than the traditional Times New Roman. In a study conducted by Moret-Tatay and
Pereal (2011) comparison was made between words written using serif and sans serif fonts, and found
that sans serif was the preferred choice for on-screen texts.

Colour is another factor that could affect ease of reading. Humar, Gradisar and Turk (2008)
investigated the impact of color combinations on the legibility of a Web page presented on a calibrated
cathode ray tube display. The analysis shows that colour combinations did affect identification of
characters. The results are better for colours with greatest luminance contrast when the backgrounds
are dark. Where the length of text is concemed, Dyson (2004) and McPherson et al. (2003) found that
adults preferred to read medium linelengthwithapproximately 65 to 75 characters-per-length.
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