HAWKING SPLEENS,
SELLING GENES:

The Human Body

and the Laws of Property

With Special Reference to
South East Asia




Hawking Spleens, Selling Genes:
The Human Body and the Laws of Property
With Special Reference to South East Asia

John Candlish
Faculty of Allied Health Sciences
International Islamic University Malaysia

Universiti Malaysia Sarawak
Kota Samarahan
2006



First Published 2006
© John Candlish

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the written permission of the
publisher.

Published in Malaysia by
UNIVERSITI MALAYSIA SARAWAK
94300 Kota Samarahan, Sarawak, Malaysia

Printed in Malaysia by
Lee Miing Press Sdn Bhd (541980-U)
Lot 143, 1st Floor, Abell Road,
93100 Kuching, Sarawak

Perpustakaan Negara Malaysia Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Candlish, John
Hawking spleens, selling genes : the human body and the laws of
property with special reference to South East Asia / John Candlish.
ISBN 983-9257060-9
1. Transplantation of organs, tissues, etc.--Law and legislation--Asia,
Southeastern. I. Title.
334.59041



CONTENTS

Preface
Abbreviations used

Introductory matters

Liberalism, realism and the human body-The hierarchy of
the human body-Legal systems-International law-National
legal systems-Property and commodification

Wanted, dead or alive

Ancient captivities-Reforms-Slavery in South East Asia-
Modern servitudes and quasi-bondage-Dead or alive-
Property in the dead body-Human cloning and slavery

Owning Organs

The valuation of organs-The spare parts business-
Transplantation and extraction-Voluntary donation-
Involuntary donation-Issues of consent-Islamic and Buddhist
views-0ld bones-Compulsory sterilization as a variant on the
theme-Circumcision-Some tentative conclusions

Selling Tissues and Cells

A step down in the hierarchy-Blood, the paradigm-Egg
donation-Semen donation-Foetal tissues and stem cells-Cells
from indigenous peoples-Tissue banking and bioinsurance-
Postscript

Peddling Genes

Questions atissue-Physical DNA as a commodity-Patenting
genes-Expressed sequence tags and single nucleotide
polymorphisms-Some keynote cases-Human genetic
databases-DNA and the commodification of risk-Footnote

Biomolecules in the Marketplace
Value molecules-The importance of proteins-Blood proteins

The Triumph of Biocapitalism
Disquietude-The tentacled triplets: the IMF, World Bank and
the WTO-Scientists as entrepreneurs-Licencing-Summing

up

vii

viii
ix

27

73

113

135

181

197



	1-b
	2_b
	3_b
	4_b

