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Chapter Five
The Prominent Qut’anic Themes of Knowledge and
Their Impact on the Early Muslim Education
Dr Arifin Bin Mamat
Dr Muhammad Zahiri Bin Awang Mat
Institute of Education, IIUM

The Importance of Knowledge in Islam

Islam atlaches great importance to knowledge and considers it the basis of
human development and the key to the growth of culture and civilisation.
The Qur’an lays emphasis on its importance in the very first verses which
were revealed to the Prophet alw sdedd) Jlua which begin with the subject of
leamming, “Recite you in the name of your Lord Who has created
everything, Has created man from a clot! Recite you and your Lord is the
Most Bountiful. Who has taught man the pen.Has taught man what he
knew not”' This verse clearly shows that Allah cxhorts everyone to
acquire knowledge. It also states that man who is created from a very
lowly and humble origin, can rise to high status, even higher than angels,
through faith and practice and the process of learning. The art of wnting
would enable him to disseminate and promulgate knowledge widely and
thereby preserve and protect his own identity and cultural heritage
generation after generation.'
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