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ONE

Nationalism in the Discourses
of Muslim Revivalists

Thameem Ushama

This essay presents a brief analysis of Nationalism as understood by
twentieth century Muslim revivalists who endeavored to revive Islam through
their articulations, exegetical interpretations and critiques of secular
ideologies, philosophies and worldvicws, Their analysis of Nationalism was
not merely based on hearsay or any unilateral understanding or bias, but
contains considerations of its historical, ideological, cpistemological and
philosophical origins, as well as its foundations and developments in Europe,
especially after the Reformation Movement split continental Christianity into
two major denominations.

The study is both significant and relevant due to an enormous
misundestanding of Nationalism and its role on the part of Muslim leadcrs,
be they social or religious in general and head of states in particular. Many of
them apply this ideology as a unity factor, locally, regionally or globally and
use it to arouse national sentiment to create state loyalty and solidarity.
Although, it is a contributing factor towards unity at some level, historically,
Nationalism'’s role has been unilateral. parochial or chauvinistic as opposed
to universal. In most cascs, ithas been used in the political arena.

The methodology adopted in this paper is qualitative, We primarily
consult original works of selected Muslim revivalists in order to underscore
their interpretations, observations and critiques of Nationalism from an
Islamic perspective. It is obvious that i the process of evaluating
Natjonalism, they employed Qur’anic and Sumatic frameworks to reach their
conclusions. As this paper is writlen for a conference, the scope is very
limited and as such it docs not provide too many examples, illustrations and
details but rather concentrates on the centiality of the theme.

Beginning with a brief definition and overview of the temm
Nationalism we then refer to synonymous terms used in Arabic which draw



