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ABSTRACT
This paper discusses the meaning of Islamic architecture and some of its salient
characteristics. The discussion is divided into the following sections: (I) What is
Islamic architecture?; (2) Islamic architecture as a means, not an end; (3) Two
examples: the Islamic house and the mosque; (4) Pragmatism and Islamic
architecture today; (5) Towards the revival of Islamic architecture. The paper seeks
to enhance the awareness, both of the professionals and general readership, as to
the importance of correctly conceptualizing and practicing Islamic architecture. The
nature of the paper, along with its content, methodology and conclusions, is
conceptual and philosophical, rather than empirical. The paper concludes that
Islamic architecture is an architecture that embodies the message of Islam. It both
facilitates the Muslims' realization of the Islamic purpose and its divine principles
on earth, and promotes a lifestyle generated by such a philosophy and principles. At
the core of Islamic architecture lies function with all of its dimensions: corporeal,
cerebral and spiritual. The role of the form is an important one too, but only
inasmuch as it supplements and enhances function.

Keywords: Islamic architecture, Islam, Muslims, the Islamic house, the
mosque, form and function

INTRODUCTION: WHAT IS ISLAMIC
ARCHITECTURE?
Islamic architecture is a type of architecture whose functions and, to a
lesser extent, fonn, are inspired primarily by Islam. Islamic
architecture is a framework for the implementation of Islam. It
facilitates, fosters and stimulates the 'ibadah (worship) activities of
Muslims, which, in turn, account for every moment of their earthly
lives. (Sinan, 2006) Islamic architecture can only come into existence
under the aegis of the Islamic perceptions of God, man, nature, life,
death and the Hereafter. Thus, Islamic architecture would be the
facilities and, at the same time, a physical locus of the actualization
of the Islamic message. Practically, Islamic architecture represents
the religion of Islam that has been translated onto reality at the hands
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