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Abstract 

This paper briefly reviews some of the causes, manifestations, 
and effects of the growing Islamic revivalism in Malaysia. It 
also examines the non-Muslim minorities' concerns about this 
rising Islamic consciousness and provides an Islamic response. 
Finally, the extent to which the events of 9/11 changed the 
dynamics between ethno-religious minorities and the govern
ment is briefly assessed. 

Introduction 
Islamic revivalism (al-tajdid ai-ls/ami) has been defined by a twentieth
century Muslim scholar as the "cleansing of 'Islam' as practiced of all un
Godly elements" in an effort to return Islam to its original pure form. 1 

Islamic revivalist movements have been a reccurring phenomena through
out Islamic history and have generated great interest among both Muslim 
and non-Muslim scholars. In the last few decades, Muslim revivalist groups 
in Southeast Asia have challenged the existing political power structures. 
For example, in multireligious Malaysia/ the relationship between state 
and religion has become increasingly interconnected and intertwined, 
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