PRAEGER PERSEEEINENES

THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS

AFTER SEPTEMBER I
| w ‘ . -

| Al

YO LUOME THRE E

‘'The Interfaith Dimension

EDITED BY ARVIND SHARMA




LIicnAni

porennaTInk AL ICEAMIT ”NlVFRSlTY MALAYSM

The World’s Religions
after September 11

Volume 3
The Interfaith Dimension

EDITED BY
ARVIND SHARMA

PRAEGER PERSPECTIVES

PRAEGER



Copy no: '~ .
initial: NMZ
Locstion; MAIN /P) NSTAC MNILAI K /K2 NIBF

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

The world’s religions after September 11 / edited by Arvind Sharma.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-275-99621-5 (set : alk. paper) — ISBN 978-0-275-99623-9 (vol. 1 : alk. paper) —
ISBN 978-0-275-99625-3 (vol. 2 : alk. paper) — ISBN 978-0-275-99627-7 (vol. 3 : alk. paper) —
ISBN 978-0-275-99629-1 (vol. 4 : alk. paper)

1. Religions. 2. War—Religious aspects. 3. Human rights—Religious aspects. 4. Religions—Rela-
tions. 5. Spirituality. 1. Sharma, Arvind.

BL87.W66 2009
200-—dc22 2008018572

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data is available.
Copyright & 2009 by Arvind Sharma

All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be
reproduced, by any process or technique, without the
express written consent of the publisher.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 2008018572
ISBN: 978-0-275-99621-5 (set)

97R-0-275-99623-9 {vol. 1}

978-0-275-99625-3 (vol. 2)

978-0-275-99627-7 (vol. 3)

978-0-275-99629-1 (vol. 4)

First published in 2009

Praeger Publishers, 88 Post Road West, Westport, CT 06881
An imprint of Greenwood Publishing Group, Inc.

www.praeger.com
Printed in the United States of America

ne
@ :,",L
The paper used in this book complies with the W 9 273s
Permanent Paper Standard issued by the National Artar
Information Standards Organization (Z39.48-1984). fﬂ

10987654321



Introduction

Contents

Part 1. Plural Visions

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4
Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Master Hsin Tao’s Vision: The Museum of
World Religions
Maria Reis Habito

Movement and Institution: Necessary Elements
of Sustaining the Interfaith Vision
David A. Leslie

Pluralism as a Way of Dealing with
Religious Diversity
Caitlin Crowley

Promotion of Interreligious Dialogue
Mihai Valentin Viadimirescu

Redefining Humanity and Civilization
Nadine Sultana d’Osman Han

Along a Path Less Traveled: A Plurality
of Religious Ultimates?
Arvind Sharma

The Great Chain of Pluralism: Religious Diversity
According to John Hick and the Perennial Philosophy
Andrew Noel Blakeslee

ix

13

19

23

31

43



VI

Chapter 8

Religious Maya
Patricia Reynaud

Part I1. The Broader Context of Interfaith Dialogue

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11
Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14
Chapter 15

Chapter 16
Chapter 17
AV,

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

The Concept of Peace and Security in Islam
Muhammad Hammad Lakhvi

Interreligious Dialogue Attentive to Western
Enlightenment
Gregory Baum

Lessons from Hinduism for the World after 9/11
Ashok Vohra

Orientalist Feminism and Islamophobia/Iranophobia
Roksana Bahramitash

Women’s Interfaith Initiatives in the United States
Post-9/11
Kathryn Lohre

John Paul Il and Benedict XVI on the Jewish Tradition
Harold Kasimow

Peace Education: Building on Zarathushtrian Principles
Farishta Murzban Dinshaw

Protestantism and Candomblé in Bahia: From
Intolerance to Dialogue (and Beyond)
Raimundo C. Barreto Jr. and Devaka Premawardhana

An Analytical Inquiry into Islamic and Western
Methodologies of Studying World Religions
Ahmad FE. Yousif

Buddhism Meets Hinduism: Interaction and
Influence in India
Arvind Sharma

P. C. Chang, Freedom of Conscience and Religion,
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Sumner B. Twiss

Part III. Reports from the Field

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Oil and Water: Being Muslim and Teaching Theology
in a Jesuit University in Post-9/11 America
Amir Hussain

Religious Diversity Journeys for Seventh Graders
Gail Katz

CONTENTS

71

83

87

97

107

113

123

133

137

153

167

175

187

195



CONTENTS

Chapter 22 Interfaith Encounters in the Pews: Bringing Interfaith
Dialogue Home
C. Denise Yarbrough

Chapter 23 Religious Intolerance in Contemporary China, Including
the Curious Case of Falun Gong
Sumner B. Twiss

About the Editor and Contributors

Index

Vi

199

227

241
245



CHAPTER 17

An Analytical Inquiry into
[slamic and Western
Methodologies of Studying
World Religions

Ahmad F Yousif

In institutions of higher learning in the Muslim world, in contrast to similar
institutions in Western countries, scant attention is paid to the field of comparative
religion. This, however, was not always the case. Between the third/ninth and
sixth/twelfth centuries (Islamic calendar/Gregorian calendar), Islamic civilization
witnessed the rise—and also eclipse—of the discipline of ‘ilm al milal wa n-nihal
(literally, “knowledge of religious groups and sects”). According to Ismail Raji
al-Farugqi, interest in learning about other faiths and in interreligious debate and
discussion during this period was so high that these areas became subjects of “salon
conversation” and a “public past-time.”’

Among the works written during the heyday of comparative religious studies
in Islamic history are: Ar-Radd ‘ala n-Nasara (“Refutation of the Christians”) by
‘Umar b. Bahr al-Jahiz (d. 255/869), Al-Farg bayna I-Firaq (“Differences among
Muslim Groups”) by ‘Abd al-Qahir b. Tahir al-Baghdadi (d. 429/1038), Al-Fasl fi
al-Milal wa al-Nihal (“Decisive Treatise on Religious Sects and Divisions”) by
‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Hazm (d. 456/1064), Al-Radd al-Jamil Ii Uluhiyyat Isa bi-Sarih
al-Injil) (“Proper Refutation of the Divinity of Jesus with Clear Evidence from
the Bible”) by Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (d. 505/1112), and Al-Milal wa al-Nihal
(“Religious Sects and Divisions”) by Abu l-Fath ash-Shahrastani (d. 548/1154).
Mention may also be made of such writers as Muhammad b. Jarir at-Tabari
(d. 313/926), who wrote about the religion of the Persians; Abu 1-Hasan
al-Mas'udi (d. 346/958), who wrote two books on Judaism, Christianity, and
the religions of India; al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar (d. 415/1025), who devoted part
of Al-Mughni to Muslim sects and to religions other than Islam; and Abu Rayhan
al-Biruni (d. 440/1053), who wrote about religion in India and Persia.

After a lapse of about six or seven centuries, there is, today, renewed interest
among Muslims in studying other religions and faiths. Notable works in this con-
nection are: Faruqi’s Christian Ethics, Trialogue of the Abrahamic Faiths, and Islam



