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CHAPTER 9
WOMEN AS PRODUCTIVE HUMAN CAPITAL IN MALAYSIA:
A WAY FORWARD
ROHAIZA ROKIS

Department of Sociology and Anthropology
Kulliyyah ot Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences
International Islamic University Malaysia
Introduction’

Since 1970s until recently, the overall picture of human labour patterns
by gender in Malaysia shows a markedly lower participation of
females than males in every year. The trajectory of the labour capital
participation rate by gender in 1957 to 2010, which is presented in
Table 1, shows the same trend, whereby women workers are still at
half the proportion of men. This scenario may retard the government’s
intention to develop Malaysia further as half of its human labour

capital relies on women.

' The author thanks participants in the International Conference on Development
2009 (ICD2009) on 28"-30" July 2009 for their useful comments. The Conference
was organised by the Department of Sociology and Anthropology and the
Intemnational Institute for Muslim Unity, IIUM, Malaysia.
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