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9. ENHANCING SCHOOL RESOURCE
CENTRE SERVICES

Norhiyah Mohd Noor, Yushiana Mansor
Department of Library and Information Science, Kulliyyah of Information
and Communication Technology, International Islamic University Malaysia

ABSTRACT

School Resource Centre (SRC) is known by many terms around the world.
This paper discusses the state of SRC in Malaysia. Literature on the impact of
SRC on students’ achievement is presented. From the literature, a number of
characteristics for effective SRC are being outlined. Conclusively, strong
SRC programmes could enrich the learning environment in schools, thus,
promoting students’ achievement.

9.1 Introduction

Numerous terms were used in the literature to denote School Resource Centre
(SRQ). For example schools in the United States use 'school library media
centre (SLMS)' whereas schools in the United Kingdom and Australia prefer
'School Library Resource Centre (SLRC)'. The term SRC emerged in the
Malaysian education scenario since 1% May 1983 when the Ministry of
Education directed all schools to use this term instead of school library. The
directive was issued to signify the variety of collection materials which was
no longer limited to printed materials but also other media including audio
visual collection. Thus, for the purpose of this study, the term used by the
Ministry of Education will be adopted throughout this study.

9.2 THE ROLE OF SCHOOL RESOURCE CENTRE

SRC is a school level institution which is settle to facilitate the systematic
collection and handling of teaching materials used to aid the learning process.
The Ministry of Education, Malaysia, defines SRC as a system of services to
enable schools to achieve their curriculum targets (Educational Technology
Division. 2002).
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