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AN URBAN LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT MODEL FOR URBAN PLANNING
SYSTEMS IN MALAYSIA

Ismawi Zen

Derpartment of Landscape Architecture, Kulliyyah of Architecture and Environmental Design
International Islamic University Malaysia

ABSTRACT

Malaysia inherits its planning system from the British, its former colonial masters. The system
served the mother country well but proved to have fallen short in a country with different
socio-cultural mix and clime. The research proposed a mere inclusive system that takes into
account the multi-racial as well the core culture of the country and the environmental
characters in place that have been shaped by eons of human interactions with nature. Thus the
system is parametric in nature so that the right mix and balance are achieved as the urban
environment evolves.

Keywords: planning system, parametric model, urban environment

INTRODUCTION

“We need, today, an understanding of natural process and its expression and, even more, an
understanding of the morphology of man-nature, which, less deterministic, still has its own
morphology, the expression of man-nature as a process”.

IAN McHARG (1966) [1]

Referencing Gutkind (1952), Laurie (1975) detailed four stages in man’s changing
attitude toward his environment over the known period of civilization [2]. The first stage being
the [-Thou tradition that is characterized by fear of the unpredictable force of nature. The next
stage is when man becomes more confident in himself and works with nature; understanding
its process and his limitations to manipulate it, thus the I-Thou relationship still persists. These
first two stages seem to be a state of equilibrium between nature and man. With the growing
confidence resulting from the advancement of technologies, man sees nature as a frontier to be
conquered and in many instances, subjugated. Laurie described the next stage, which he called
[-1t relationship as symbolized by automobile-oriented, spreading urban region with hinterland
of felled forests, worked-out mineral deposits, and polluted rivers. This is the relationship that
was reviled by McHarg so vividly in the earlier parts of his classic: Design With Nature.
Perhaps McHarg was one of those pioneers that Gutkind prophesised as signalling man’s
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