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CHAPTER - 35

Conservation measures on horseshoe crab population — A global view
Kamaruzzaman, B.Y., Akbar John, B., Jalal, K.C.A,
Institute of Oceanography and Maritime studies (INOCEM), Kullivyah of Science, tnternational
Islamic University Malaysia, Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah Bandar Indera Mahkota, 25200,
Kuantan Pahang, Malaysia

Abstract

Numbers of studies were conducted/being carried out to preserve the dwindling horseshoe crab
population around the world. Various managemental measures such as horseshoe crabs protected
areas, and horseshoe crab sanctuaries are very effectively helping in reducing the anthropogenic
pressure on horseshoe crab population. Present paper was aimed to address various
conservational measures and major stake holders involved in sustainable fishery management of
horseshoe crab population around the world. Present paper also gives some insight on the major

studies carried out to conserve the horseshoe crab population in Malaysia.

Key words: horseshoe crab, conservation, protected arcas, Malaysia.

Introduction

It is widely postulated that the global horseshoe crab population is declining in an alarming rate.
Significant reduction in the number of spawning individuals of L. polyphemus in Delaware Bay
was observed (Eagle, 2001), and a drop of 90% in egg intensity was recorded at the same place
in the 1990s (Loveland, 2001). Decline in abundance was also noted at Chesapeake Bay (Bell
and Henderson, 1993, Morton and Lee, 2003). 7. tridentatus had been eliminated from many
parts of western Japan, the northernmost latitude of their distribution, over the past half century,
and the remaining population was approaching extinction (Sekiguchi, 1988; Itow, 1993, Botton,
2001). In China, it is now rare to see major communities of 7% rridenratus north of Xiamen (Liao
and Ye, 2000). Most of the populations are found in the southern provinces, in particular at Gulf

of Tonkin north of Hainan, where the biggest population of C. rofundicauda in China was tound
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