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CHAPTER 7

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE (ICH):
UNDERSTANDING AND MANIFESTATIONS

Aisyah Abu Bakar ,Mariana Mohamed Osman PhD, Syariah Bachok PhD

ABSTRACT

This paper reviews the theory, significance and expressions of Intangible
Cultural Heritage. The term heritage has a broad meaning. It is understood
that heritage is anything handed down from the past which ranges from
natural to manmade elements. The entities of heritage are often
categorized into two which are Tangible and Intangible heritages. The
realization of the importance of intangible heritage began when
disappearing traditions persisted due to failure in cultural reproduction. It is
not until 1952 that UNESCO began the effort to establish methods of
protecting what is now known as Intangible Cultural Heritage. In order to
safeguard Intangible Cultural Heritage, the heritage must be relevant and
practiced within the cultured community. In 2003, UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage Convention has proposed five broad domains of
Intangible Cultural Heritage which are Oral traditions and expressions,
Performing arts; Social practices, rituals and festive events; Knowledge and
practices concerning nature and the universe; and Traditional
craftsmanship. This paper discusses the history, significance and
importance of Intangibfe Cultural Heritage in the buiit environment and how
they are inculcated into universal understanding and manifestations.
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INFRODUCTION

The term cultural heritage is often associated with materials that were
traced from past cultural activities which ranged from natural to manmade
elements (Canizaro, 2007, Raj Isar, 2004). The entities of heritage are
categorized into two which are tangible and intangible heritage. The
tangible heritages are physical heritage in the natural and built environment.
The intangible cultural heritage (ICH) constituted past and continuing
cultural practices, living ethnicities, knowledge and living experiences
{Saleh, Mat Said, Hairy lbrahim, Nayan, Che Leh, 2007; IDID, n.d.).

In March 2001, The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) has carried out a series of surveys directed to
National Commission of Member States and Intergovernmental
Organizations (IGOs) and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in
relation to the range of terminologies applied in the field of ICH (ICH -
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