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ABSTRACT

The paper presents the damage effects on 19" century Malay manuscripts
from the Malay Peninsula caused by various deterioration factors such as
chemical factor, environmental factor, mechanical factor, biclogical factor
and mechanical factor, which are highly affected by the environmental
conditions. The paper discussed the historical viewpoint of cause and effect
on manuscripts deterioration and the visual analysis on physical damage (a
non-destructive examination) of two Malay Manuscripts that are kept in
Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia.
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INTRODUCTION

Malay manuscripts are invaluable documentary records of the past, which
must be preserved because of them being irreplaceable. These handwritten
documents reflect the rich cultural heritage, which document the high
intellectual accomplishments of the Malays. During the 18" and 19"
centuries, more and more manuscripts were written, and thousands of
these are still extant. According to Ming {1992), our knowledge of written
traditional Malay literature depends largely on the Malay manuscripts that
have been copied and collected particularly in the 19th century. The vast
majority of them are written on paper, in ink, using the Arabic {Jawi) script.
They are to be found mainly in collections in Indonesia, Malaysia and those
countries of Western Europe, which formerly had connections with the East.
Most of Malay manuscript volumes which originate mostly from Java and
the Malay peninsula, with a strong focus on literature, history and law, but
with relatively few works on Istam (Gallop, 2002). At the present iime there
is not a great deal of interest in these manuscripts, either in the Malay-
speaking countries or amongst foreign scholars working on the region
(Ming, 1987). But the fact remains that the data locked up in them offer an
abundance of materials which some are in good conditions and some are in
danger of falling apart on account of a combination of factors such as
chemical factor, environmental factor, mechanical factor, biclogical factor
and mechanical factor {(O.P.Agrawal,1998). Due to its contents, which offer
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