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BALANCING CULTURAL PLURALITY AND
NATIONALUNITY THROUGH EDUCATION:
THE CASE STUDY OF MALAYSIA

Rosnani Hashim

Abstract

This paper analvzes the attempt made by the Malavsian educational
authoritv to maintain a balance between the need for national uniry
and the need ta preserve cultural diversity among its mulfi-culturat
population.  Striking the right balance in a civic society is a virtue
and this problem is not only true for Malavsia but for any multi-
cultural society which is more common today as the world gets maore
globalized.  Primary education in Malavsia is conducted in three
tvpes of national schools. each using the pupils’ mother fongue —
Malay, Mandarin and Tamil — as the medinm of instruction. This is
fo accommodare for. and preserve the diverse cultures.  However, in
view of the nafion's aspiration for national wnity, secondary and
fertiar: eelucation is conducted using the Malay language as the
medium of insiruction,  The paper analvzes how basic issues of a
common language, affirmative actions for the under privileged race.
and a common school have united or divided the nation. It also
examines the extent to which the educational effort has met the goual
of balancing national unitv and cultural diversity. Finallv, the paper
looks at the problems and challenges faced by the Malaysian

educational authority and suggest ways to improve the situation.

Keywords
Multicultural Education, Malaysia, Race Relations, Cultural Diversity,
Language, Allirmative Actions.





