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Conference on

| emocrac ar}d Elections
in the Muslim World

| Venue: IITUM Campus, Admin LT
| ate: December 7-8 2011




TENTATIVE PROGRAMME
WEDNESDAY-7 DECEMBER 2011

08.00 am - 09.00 am : Registration
09.00 am - 09.05 am : Recitation of Qur'an and Doa’ by
- Br. Syed Ahmed Fadhil
09.05 am - 09.10 am : Welcoming Remarks by
-Dr. Tunku Mohar Tunku Mokhtar,, Head, Department of Political Science, KIRKHS, [IUM.
09.10 am - 09.15 am : Multimedia Presentation ; T i
09.15 am - 09.30 am : Opening Speech by '
-Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. Zaleha Kamaruddin, The Honourable Rector of IUM
09.30 am - 10.15 am : Keynote Address by _ :
_Prof. Dr. Chandra Muzaffar, Noordin Sopiee Chair in Global Stuc




Dr. Ishtiaq Hossain has been serving as Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at the International Islamic
University Malaysia (IIlUM) since 2002. Previously he was with the Department of Political Science at the National University
of Singapore. He also served as Visiting Professor, Department of Politics, University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand and
Visiting Professor, Elliot School of International Affairs, George Washington University, Washington, DC, USA. Dr. Ishtiaq has
published extensively in journals like Asian Survey, Asian Thought and Society, The Asian Journal of Social Science, The Asian
Journal of Political Science, Asian Affairs: An American Review, The Round Table: A Quarterly Review of British
Commonwealth Affairs, Journal of Third World Studies, Journal of South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, Inter-Asia Cultural
Studies, World Review etc.Among his latest publication is “Water, Security, Conflict, and Cooperation: The Construction of
Tipaimukh Dam,” in Hari Singh and Colin Durkop (eds.), Comprehensive Security in the Asia-Pacific Region (Seoul: Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung, Keio University, and APISA, 2010, pp.

Speaker 2: Rohaizan Baharuddin, “The Trends and Development of Elections, Civil Liberties and Democracy in the Muslim
World, 1998-2008.”

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to examine the practices of democracy, civil liberties and elections in 47 Muslim
countries between the years 1998 and 2008. Specifically, in the Muslim world context, this study attempts to answer the
following questions - how was the performance of civil liberties and elections; which variation of democracy was practiced
most; how did the elections, civil liberties and democratic transitions take place and what patterns did they follow; and what
is the best predictor of democracy —elections or civil liberties. Based on the data primarily collected from Freedom House,
this study demonstrates the aggregate findings as follows - firstly, the ‘not free not fair’ elections, the ‘limited’ civil liberties
and the ‘illliberal Partial Democracy’ were the most dominant nature of elections, civil liberties and democracy practiced in
the Muslim world; secondly, a sum of 413 Muslim regimes out of 470 remained the same as their democratic origin points,
without any transitions to a better or worse levels of democracy, throughout these 11 years; thirdly, a slow, yet steady
positive transition of both elections and civil liberties occurred in the Muslim world with changes in the nature of elections
becoming much more progressive comp_are._d-tb the civil liberties’ transitions; and lastly, with 66.67% occurrences, elections
proved to be the better predictor of demacracy compared to civil liberties with only 31.58%. : /
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