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Abstract

Future cities in Asia are at the forefront of urban transformation, combining advanced technologies,
sustainable practices, and innovative planning to address the challenges of rapid urbanisation. Asia
is experiencing a digital transformation, creating a platform for developing innovative urban areas.
Technology and sensors that collect or transfer data, among other technology, are fully integrated in
these modern towns. This chapter elaborates on the comprehensive situation of future cities in the
context of South Asia, East Asia, and Southeast Asia. Focus has been given to the key drivers and

headwinds (forces and challenges) that are faced by the countries. The factors that drive future city
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development have been counted in terms of physical, social, and economic aspects while also
focusing on the community, technology and policies. The outcome of these drivers and headwinds
will link productivity, sustainability, accessibility, well-being, liveability, and governance for the
expected future cities in Asia. This exploration also shows that the urban futures do not reside solely
in technological systems but also involve the flexibility and coherence of other systems and how
those systems ensure safety and opportunity for all. © The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s),

under exclusive license to Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2026.

Author keywords

Asia; Future cities; Governance; Southeast Asia; Technological integration

Indexed keywords

Engineering controlled terms

Information systems; Metadata; Public policy; Sustainable city; Sustainable development

Engineering uncontrolled terms

Advanced technology; Asia; East Asia; Future city; Governance; South Asia; Southeast Asia;

Sustainable practices; Technological integration; Technological trends

Engineering main heading

Urban growth

Corresponding authors

Corresponding N.M. Noor
author
Affiliation Urban and Regional Planning Department, Kulliyah of Architecture and

Environmental Design, International Islamic University Malaysia, Kuala

Lumpur, Malaysia

Email address norzailawati@iium.edu.my

© Copyright 2026 Elsevier B.V,, All rights reserved.



Abstract
Author keywords
Indexed keywords

Corresponding authors

About Scopus

What is Scopus
Content coverage
Scopus blog
Scopus API

Privacy matters
Language

BAERZ&ZTRY %
BEEERPIGRE
BARZEPIURAE

MpOoCMOTpP BEPCUM HA PYCCKOM A3bIKE

Customer Service

Help
Tutorials

Contact us

ELSEVIER

Terms and conditions 7 Privacy policy 2 Cookies settings

All content on this site: Copyright (©) 2026 Elsevier B.V. 7, its licensors, and
contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining,
Al training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the relevant

licensing terms apply.


https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/elsevier-website-terms-and-conditions?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus/content?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://blog.scopus.com/
https://dev.elsevier.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.scopus.com/standard/contactUs.uri?pageOrigin=footer
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14799/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/overview/scopus/

& RELX™


http://www.relx.com/

