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Abstract
Abstroct

This study investigales how TikTok influences travel behaviour among Generation 2 in Malaysia through the perspective of Lhe Uses
and Gratifications Theory. The research addresses the problem of limiled scholarly understanding of TikTok's molé in fulfiliing
multidimensional user needs that shape travel decision-making. The objective is to explore goal-oriented uses of TikTok that
mfluence travel prelerences and behaviours in this demogrmaphic. A qualitative confent analysis was conducied on 30 highly engaged
TikTok travel videos, with 300 top comments selected and examined, adhering to ethical standards by ulilising only publicly
available daia. Thematic coding identified cognilive, affective, personal infegration, social, and tension release needs. Findings reveal
that TikTok operates as more than an entertainment platform, functioning as a dynamic space for information seeking, emotional
connection, seldentity validation, peer inberaction; and leisureinspiration. These needs influence destination choice, trip planning,
and travel experiences by aligning contenl with personal goals, values, and social aspirations. The platform's immediacy, visual
appeal, and peer-generated recommendations strengthen its role in reducing uncertainty and enhancing travel confidence. The
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