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12 Cynosures of Creativity

Crossroads of Urban Regeneration and
Artistic Hubs: A Review

Samayro Saif and Shamzani
Affendy Mohd Din

12.1 Serendipity in Urban Regeneration: An Introduction

Cynosures refer to objects or persons that attract attention and admiration due to
their outstanding qualities or excellence. Cynosure of creativity can be interpreted
as the centre or focal point of creative activity or the place that serves as a source
of inspiration and innovation for artists, designers and other creative professionals.
Cultural organisation thrives with the presence of artistic hubs in heritage towns
and trails. Serendipitous encounters often lead to unexpected opportunities for col-
laboration and innovation, unveiling hidden connections and convergences. As
Graham and Thrift (2007) suggest, researchers can also benefit greatly from chance
discoveries:

“Break out of predetermined disciplinary and conceptual frameworks[ and]
open up new fields of inquiry and exploration.”

Serendipitous has been defined as “occurring or discovered by chance happily or
beneficially.” A “serendipitous encounter” resonates in an urban physical form,
with configuration and features that allow such encounters to happen. Serendipity
also refers to as:

what happens when we, in unplanned ways, encounter resources (informa-
tion, things, people, etc.) that we find interesting.
(Bjorneborn, 2017, p.2).

It has been argued that serendipitous encounters in the city are not only key factors
for cities’ economic and innovative growth (Wood & Landry, 2008), but that they
are also central to social bonding and urban trust as described by Jacobs’s (1961)
notion of *“‘well-used streets”. It can be a physical location or a symbolic repre-
sentation of a space that embodies artistic expression and imagination, attracting
people to come together and collaborate in the pursuit of their creative endeav-
ours. Serendipity can aid in mapping artistic hubs by identifying clusters of artistic
and creative spaces within a geographical area. It helps researchers discover links
between different hubs, determine new opportunities for collaboration and innova-
tion and eventually reveal hidden connections and convergence.

The revitalisation of historic urban areas worldwide, particularly in Southeast
Asia, owes much to the creative industries, art and cultural organisations that have
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