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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the impact of using the TikTok platform as a supplementary educational tool for
enhancing motivation among university students in learning Arabic as a foreign language. The research
responds to the increasing integration of social media in students' daily lives, particularly TikTok’s
popularity among users aged 18-24, and explores how its features—short videos, interactivity, and
entertainment—can be harnessed for pedagogical purposes.

Keywords: TikTok, Arabic language learning, student motivation, digital pedagogy, social media in
education

INTRODUCTION

Arabic is often perceived by learners as difficult and less engaging, leading to low motivation levels.
Traditional teaching methods struggle to retain students’ attention in an era dominated by fast-paced
digital content. Given TikTok’s popularity and ability to personalize content through algorithms, it
holds potential for modern language education—especially for increasing exposure to vocabulary,
pronunciation, and sentence structures in an enjoyable way. This study therefore aims to measure the
frequency of TikTok usage among Malaysian university students, assess students’ perceptions of
TikTok content compared to traditional methods in learning Arabic and identify motivational factors
and as well as preferred content types that enhance interest in Arabic via TikTok.
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METHODS

A quantitative research design was used, with data collected through an online questionnaire
distributed via WhatsApp and Telegram over 7 days. A total of 56 students from universities in Malaysia
and abroad (UIAM, UPSI, USIM, Al-Azhar, UiTM) participated. The sample included Arabic language
majors and students from other disciplines using Arabic as a medium of instruction.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results show that 75% of respondents had used TikTok to learn Arabic, with the most motivating
content being daily vocabulary videos (82.1%), followed by challenges and interactive scenes. This
type of content is not only motivating but also entertaining. Dinia et al. (2024) similarly found that
translating viral songs into Arabic emerged as the most motivating form of content for learners, as it
enhanced vocabulary retention and recall. As a result, this enjoyable exposure encourages consistent
engagement with the language, immediately addressing the study’s objective of identifying key
motivational factors. Besides, the students highlighted that TikTok’s informal environment reduced
anxiety and increased self-confidence. This is because for some individuals, the thought of attending
class while still struggling with the language can create pressure and reinforce the perception that the
language is difficult. However, frequent exposure to short videos and the opportunity to experience and
construct learning anonymously through TikTok able to allow them to learn without fear of making
mistakes or being judged. Kidwell et al. (2023) similarly noted that interaction with speakers of similar
linguistic backgrounds increases confidence by providing a supportive atmosphere. For example,
TikTok’s algorithm always presents users to live streams where the Arabic speaker hosts or Native
speaker and invites conversation. Therefore, viewers are drawn in and feel more comfortable engaging
in the learning process. This definitely relates with social engagement features (e.g., likes, comments)
that able to enhance learners’ sense of belonging and motivation. When the algorithm matches users
with content that aligns with their interests, and they see meaningful comments from others with similar
goals, it fosters a like-minded learning community that inspires further language acquisition.
Nevertheless, the platform was not perceived as a replacement for formal education but rather as a
complementary learning tool. Formal education with experienced teachers remains essential for
providing systematic guidance and ensuring deep understanding. As the saying goes, when building a
house, the first priority is not the furniture or decorations (TikTok), but the essential materials needed
to construct the foundation. Zulkifli et al. (2022) further observed that TikTok can serve as a creative
assessment platform to support project-based learning in the language arts. This allows students to
develop their potential creatively, exchange ideas without face-to-face interaction, and draw inspiration
from both local and international peers. This is aligned with this current era, where trends spread
globally such as dance challenges and how fortunate it would be if similar viral trends were used for
educational purposes. Lastly, the suggestions for improvement include increasing Arabic educational
content, enhancing searchability, and encouraging collaboration with educators to produce more targets
to make learning more effective and sustainable.
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CONCLUSION

TikTok proves to be an effective motivational supplement for learning Arabic among university
students when used purposefully. Its engaging content, short video format, and social interactivity help
foster sustained interest, especially in vocabulary acquisition. Future efforts should focus on integrating
TikTok strategically into blended learning models and guiding students on how to use it for meaningful
language learning experiences.
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