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Govt should also effectively
arm up all election offices

THE council of advisers to the interim government

has approved amendments to two laws — the Election
Commission Secretariat Act 20092 and the Election
Officers [Special Provisions) Act 1951 — aimed at affording
more authority to the Election Commizsion. The Election
Commisslon Secretariat (Amendment} Ordinance 2025
and the Election Officer (Special Provisions) (Amendment)
Ordinance 2025 would ensure free, fair and impartial
elections, making the Election Commission more dynamic,
granting it more authority to recruit all its officials

and ensuring accountability of all officials engaged in
election management. The amendment would allow the
establishment of the Election Commission Service for

the appointment of officers o the Election Commission
Secretariat. In view of this, the move that the government
has taken to amend the electoral laws is a good move
forward. The amendment would also place back the
preparation, maintenance and preservation of the national
identity card database under the Election Commission,
which was officially placed under the home affairs ministry
with the passage of the National ldentity Registration Act
2023, which was repealed after the August 2024 political
changeover.

Whilst all this remains a good move on part of the
government. the move alone may not strengthen the
Election Commission and ensure the holding of elections
to the level needed. This is because whilst the Election
Commission can laok Into electoral management at the
centre in Dhaka, the management in districts and upazilas
lies with deputy commissioners. who are returning officers
and upazila nirbahi officers, who are assistant retuming
officers. And. officers of both categeries are, in fact. part
of the executive, which leaves ample scope for them to
manipulate the elections in @ partisan manner, The Election
Commission has offices down 1o upazilas, but the structure
is too weak to take on the executive. Besides, the Election
Commizsion people who run the district and upazila offices
of the commission are no match — in neither qualifications
nar powers nor skills nor experience either — for the people
of the executive who oversee the election management at
the levels. A procedural enhancement of authority of the
commission’s people without its practical application would
hardly work to head off electoral |lls In outlying areas. It is.
therefore, imperative that the government should adequately
arm up all offices of the Election Commission with people
having the gualification, authority and experience reguired
to run the electoral show. The amendment te the laws could
shield the election administration from political interference
if the government would mind the other issues effectively,

The Election Commission would be officially empowerad
to hold the elections keeping itself away from political
interfarence to some axtent, but the govarnment should
staff all election offices with people having the needed
gualifications, authority. skills and experiences to take on
the executive and to make the independence of the election
authorities effective and meaningful.

Extrajudicial Killing must stop
to uphold rule of law

HUMARN rights viclations at the hands of law anfarcement
agencies were expected to completely stop in the changed
political context, but that has not been the case. Since the
interim government was installed in August 2024, as Aln

O Salish Kendra report, at least 35 people have become
victims of extrajudicial Killing, which is higher than the
number of similar death during the |ast year of the Awami
League government. Another rights organisation. Odhikar,
also reports that at least 29 people fell victim to extrajudicial
killings from August 2024 to June 30, 2025, There are
allegations that the joint forces deployed to restore law and
order were involved in a number of cases of extrajudicial
killings. The inapector general of police has, however, said
that they have no data on extrajudicial killings, which is
alarmingly familiar because denial was also the rhetoric of
the fallen regime. The government should know that the
cantinued abuse of power by the law enforcement agancies
cannot establish the rule of law and, therefore, it should take
extraordinary measures to materialise its promises of zero
tolerance of extrajudicial killing, enforced disappearances
and custodial torture.

The cases of custodial torture during the tenure of the
interim government marked a decline but are still significant,
considering that the goal is to prevent any death in custody.
On September 15, twe people were faund dead in the
custody of the Rapid Action Battalion in Sylhet and the
Police Bureau of Investigation in Moulvibazar. In February,
the joint forces cited a ‘gunfight” at Mohammadpur in Dhaka
whera two young paople were killed. echoing incidents from
previous years that were often discredited by rights groups.
The continuation of custodial death and extrajudicial killing
under ambiguous circumstances, a violently repressive
tendency that characterised the fallen regime. suggests
that the institutional machinery that enabled such abuses
remains intact. The interim government hias formed the
Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances and the
police administrative reforms commission to investigate past
abuses and make recommendations for reforms, but without
ensurng credible investigations of all allegations of rights
violations and legal accountability of the perpetrators. it is
not possible to break the cycle of impunity that errant law
enforcers have enjoyed for decades.

The interim government was installed in the aftermath of
an uprising with promises for dismantling the authoritarian
structure and recrienting state power towards democratic
accountability. The recurrence of extrajudicial killing and
custodial death not enly undermines the promises but also
spells out a failure to break from coercive methods of the
previous regime. The government must give clear directives
and ensure transparent investigation or effect institutional
reforms to end extrajudicial killings.
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Pseudo-unemployment an
illusion of growth

by HM MNazmul Alam

NEMFLOYMENT has always
Uhaunted Bangladesh, bt in
recant yvears its character has

changad in troubling ways. It is no
lomgar only about '|u1nr|1]|:_| who cannot
find work at all. Increasingly. it is
abotrt those who do waork but in ways
that neither match their qualifications
nar fielly utilise their skills. The prob
lem hias shifted into what sconomists
describe as psendo-unsmployment,
anad it feas quietly spread into an opi
demuc. The country’s official statistics
suggest only a few million peopls
are unemployed, but when ona looks
bhoenoatl: the deflinitians, (he mal crisis
comes into viaw

Every wear, about two million
Young '|::.'|rr|1'|r| anter the jobh market,
Same do naot fnd woerk at all, others
accapt positions far below their skill
levels, while many remain trapped
i jobs that fail to pay a living wags.
At the same time, private investmsant,
the engiive of employment creation,
has slowed 1o a crawl Business
canfidencs is weakened by ths dollar
crisis, tha rising cost of imports and
political uneertainty. Bank credit to
the private sectar has stagnated, and
foreign investmant has shovwn little
sign of growth, The connection is
straightforward. When mvestment fal-
ters, jobs do not appear. When jobs do
not appear, unemployment despans

The statistics paint a worrving
pletire. Batwasn 2013 and 2027, tha
country’s working population grew
by an averags of 1.5 per cant annu-
ally. Yot employment growth during
thea same perdod waz only 0.2 peer
oant, The labour supply has expand-
ed while the demand for labour has
stagnated, The rasall i a widening
pool of undevernployed or peewdo-
unemployed individuals whose work
adds little to real productivity. Many
graduates now find themsalves work-
ing in occupations far below their
qualifications, wasting the human
capital that higher sducation was
suppodad to creats.

Th= Lahour Force Survey of the
Bangladesh Burean of Statistics
for 2024 vevealed that the official
numhbear of unsmployed ross from
2459 muillicn in 2023 1o 2,66 million
in 2024. Omn papear, this appears as a
modest rise of 170,000 within a year
ot thaese figures ara r'l-qli'.apr;"r-n Thay
obscurs the millions of workers who
fall into categories of nhdersmploy-
meant, shadow employment, or partial
employvment, To call such pecople ‘am
ploved’ i5 to ignore that their labouar
15 not baing folly utilised, and that
ther incomes do noi rlrm."ii.']n saCurity
ar dignity, The counitry continuas to
mistakes statistical snyployvmesnt for
raal smploynuett.

This prehinm is compounded by
a lack of decent work. The vast major-

Does the

by Md Mahmudul Hasan

MNE of my earliest childhood
OUJ-'lmm:lL':: is walking with my

aldar brother in our village maa-
ket and experiencing an overwhsalm-
ing sadnnss that radiated all around.
It was Mav 30, 1981 — the dayv when
FPresident Ziaur Rahman was broutally
assassinated in Chattogram. Entive
Bangladesh was sajizod by the horror
of his death. The snormity of shock
and a sense of great loss that the sad
news triggered were evident on peo-
ple's faces.

The radin — the main source of
instant informationm in those davs
— broke the news and was buzzing
with Islamic recitals. My brother and
I wam holding hands and poing from
one shop to ancther in the bazar un-
noticed. We found évervone lstening
to the radic and processing the grief.
Truly. it was a day of national mourmn-
ing and a day when people from all
walks of life wers united by sorrow.

T hava npaver wilnessad a day of
such collsctive grnief and mourning in
onr eountry since then.

Tha griaf visited upon our family in
an equal mannsr. Life came to a sud-
dsn halt because of the death of Ziaur
Rahman. From that day on, I knew
that mv parents and othars 1 tha fam
ily as well as many of our near and
distant relatives had great sypathy
for the martyred president

MAmong  all our extended  fam
ily members, my nana |maternal
grandfather] was perhaps more

imdulgent in his fondoess for the
Zia family and in his support for the
Bangladesh Matomalist Party (BNP)
Daring the last vears of his life in the
19800, e vsadd 1o read all pews stories
involving BNF chairperson Khaleda
Zia that were printed in the newspa-
par meade available in the family. This
led some of my cousins to make mis-
chisvous jokes behind his back
During the 1991 general alsctions,
I followed some of my matamal cous
ins to nanibar — as we call our ma-

ity of jobs that exist are concentrated
In the informal sector. Thase jobs are
insecure, poorly paid, and withaul
profections. Even durng the vears
whan GDP growth was calebrated
as one of the fastest in the world,
ammployvment did nat grow 111 propor
tion. The so-called miracle of high
growth was in truth a mirage, hiding
the reahity that the benefils were not
fransliating inlo apportunitiss for tha
vouth. Employment stagnated while
the labour force swellad. producing
Imistration and instability.

Thea heart of the problem lies in
investment. The monstary policy
for 2024-25 set a target of 9.8 per
cant growth in privale ssctar eredil,
but the actual growth reachad only
6.4 per cent. This was the sharpest
slewvciown in recant memary, and in
responss, the new monstary policy
mduced tha target further, to 7.2 per
cant by Decamber 2025 and B per
cant by ndd-2026. These figures re-
flect the hard truth that entrepranears
are reluctant to borrow in an environ-
memnt of high intersst rates, volatile
exchanges rates, and uncertan pali-
cies, Without coadit flow, investment
contracts. Without investment, there
are no new factoras, o mew biosl
nasses, and no new jobs. The antira
cycle of smplovmant creation stalls

Small and medinm sntarprises
suffar the most under these condi-
Hons, r_.ar,kirkg acoess to affordable
credit, many SMEs have been forced
to reduce production or shut down
entirely, This has ripple effects. Fami-
ling losa income, consumption falls
and domestic demand weakens, The
cycle becomes salf-reinforcing. De-
clining demand |l|.5r:n11;|ngn5 further
investment, and declining investmsnt
parpetuatas unsmployment,

The political climate adds another
layver of uncartanty, Investors, both
domestic and foreign, hesitate to

commit capital when the rules of the
gante are unclear Without predictable
policies, contracts amd guarantass of
etabality, birsinesses prafer to wall.
The cost of this hesitation is borms
biv the youth who crowd into the job
markist anly ta find doors clossd. Po
litical stability, sound macroeconomic
management, and reliable access to
BnErgy ars not just technical con-
cernd, They are ths foundations upon
which employment dapands

At the centre of this picture 18
a wisled demographic dividend.
Bangladesh’s working-age population
has grown rapidly, and for a time,
this was celebrated as the country's
graatest agsel. But an asset unnsed
becomes a liability, Educated youth
are antering the labour force in
nnprecdentad numbers, vel thair
potential is being squanderad. They
aither remain unsmployed or drift
into pesudo-smployment whers their
aditcation brings lfthe valus. This
mismatch hetwean capacity and op-
portunity corrodes productivity at the
naticnal level.

1t i= important to remember that
amplovmant is not ouly about having
a job but about the guality of that job.
Work that fails to pay a living wage,
that offers no security, that does not
match a worker's skill, or that keaps
them trapped in low productivity
activities cannot be considered real
amplovment. To continus counting
such jobs as signs of progress is to
fool oursalves with llusions.

Breaking cut of this trap requires a
mthinking of policy |1:r.|n1'i1'in-.'=. [ s
and investment must be ravived,
not stifled. Monetary policies must
balance inflation control with the
nead to fuel privats sector activity.
Interast ratas that remain intolsrably
high choke off bormrowing, innovation,
and sxpansion. At the same tioma,
aducation must be recrisnted toward
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employability. An education systsm
that produces graduates without rel-
wrant skills anly foads the mservoir of
peauda-iitenploviment. Coordination
batwean umirversities and indus-

tries,; as well as a stronger focus on
tochical and vescalional education, is
essantial,

Above all, policymakers must face
reality with honesty. The country
cannot continue te calebrate growth
statistics while izgnoring the jobless
reality that millions face. Develop-
manl 1= nat meazured by GDF alons
bt by how many psople can securs
dignified, productive work, Without
that, progress remains an illusion

Unempleyment, both real and
pseudo, is not just an economic issus
It 18 & social and political fault line.
Frusirated] vouth, dansecd sppartunt
ties, are at risk of disillustonment, de-
spair and unrest. Families burdsned
with unemployed members strain
under financial and amotional pres
sures, The broader society bacomas
less stable. If unaddressed, these pres-
sures will not only slow economic
groneth but threaten the coheston of
the nation itsalf

Bangladesh stands at a crossroads.
The cholces made now will datermine
whether the youthful population
bacomas the fonndation of prospanty
or the source of instability, A future
of secure employment, sustainable
gravwth and social stability is possible,
bt only if investment is ravitalised,
educaton iz ransformed amnd the
illusions of pseudo-smplovinant are
abmndonad. Cithenwisa, the deno
graphic dividend will decay into a
demographic dizaster, leaving bhahind
a ganeration betrayed by promiises
that never translated into reality,

HM Narmu! Alam is a Dhaka-based
AT Araceic, fourmaisr and poiitica)
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BNP leadership get it?

ternal grandparents’ home, Nana was
also part of the convoy that want from
Dhaka to the village. We gathered to
calabrate and angoy the frst taste of
glactoral demecracy after the country
had suffered from a democratic deficit
during the Emhad regime in the 159860=,

I was mot of voling age, but sinces
nana was quite old and had chronic
evegight problems I accompanied him
1o thi palling cantee at the village pri
mary school. The polling officer — whao
Imew nana — allowwed me to enter tha
balloting-room with him. Nana was
looking for BMWP's electaral symbal on
the hallot papar and said to me, ‘Than-
ar shish-ta koi re’ [ where iz the sheaf of
paddy?). I helpad him Aod it and he
2ot his job done,

Fartly because of my family hack-
ground and partly becauwse of tha
distastaful Awami League politics 1
always had a soft spot in my heart for
BWE During political conversations
with my friends, a debate on the com
parative ment of Awami League and
BEMNP cTERps in fquita often. Friends
and acquaintances argue that there is
virtually no difference in the condact
and comportment of thesa two major
political groups.

I always disagreed and tended to
maintain that BNF and Chhatra Dal
'|1I-1r.r||'|ﬂ ware much heftar than thedr
connterparts in Awami League and its
studant wing, Chhatra League. As my
arpummant went, at least BNP ]1qn|:|'||-:|
profess to priortise our country and
do not put it up for sale in the interest
af 4 neighbouring country ([ am not
aure if [ can make such a clatm now).

[n most cases, my friends and T went
our separate ways unconvinced by
#ach other's countsrarguments. Desp
iastce, [ alivavs balioved that BN was
relatively batter than Awami League,
That iz not tosay that Twas dismizsive
of the corruption and abusa af o
allsgedly perpetrated by BNFP leaders,
sspecially when they wers in power,
Like many others, 1 was aware of tha
bad elements within the party. How
aver, when comparing it with Awanu

Leagus, BNP was always i my good
books

My inchnation to defend BINP con-
tfinued vp until the and of Sheikh
Hasina's mafia-style autocracy. Churing
her fifteen-and-a-half-year misrls,
innumerable BNF peaple were sub
jected to hosrendois honman rights
abuses including extrapedicial killings
and enforced disappearances. Like
mambers of other opposition partios,
thousands of BNF activists went into
hiding within the country or sought
to protect themselves from oppres-
sdan thmough concealment of tdentity.
Thus, many of them were internally
digplaced within Bangladesh or flad
to other countries. All such $taries of
atrocities garnerad huge public sym-
]'la.t]u' for BNP and its affiliates during
the Hasina regime.

Unformnately, soon after Hasina
fell and Aed on August 5, 2025, it
didmn’t take lomg for BNP peopls to
change their tune and for the peaple
of Bangladesh to change their mind
about BNFP Tha bad a[:lr."ln-s within tha
party mshed to replace their Awan
counterparts in hooliganismn and greed
for power and ill-gotten wealth. Uipon
the scandalons end of Awarnd mismils,
many BNF peopls who wers victims
of Hazina's autocracy themselves be-
CAe opprassars in no thima.

For example, in the absence of
Anvami reprobate criminals, businass-
a5 and other financial mmstitutions o
many parts of Bangladesh experiencod
ne respite from chandabgi (monsy
extortion). This is becanse soon after
Hasina was oosied and the Awam
axtortionists became inactive or left
their localites to avoid public wrath
for their misdeeds. BNF men stepped
in and becanm bell-bent on extoring
monay in aqual or more extrems form

Upon the fall of Hazina and her
crotiias, BNFP paople semmned suphonc
and thought that they were on course
to come to powsr, The attitude they
hawve exhibited towards the peopla of
Hangladesh suggmests that, in the ab

senca of Avvanu League, the only party

that can ruls Bangladssh is EMNE

More than a year on since Hasina's
fall, it is now clear that BINF misread
tha sentimen! of the puablic, Peopla
of Bangladesh, sspecially the vouth,
laid down their Hves or were ready to
risk their Hves and imbs not simply
to pemove Hasina from power, They
launched the July upnising to break
the corrupt svstem that had been in
place during miach of the tme sinoe
tha birth of our country in 1971

For decades we were deceived
by slogans or in the name of this
or that chefona (spirit]. Dominant
political groups sought to maks us
oblivious to our real problsms, Our
countty  was baing plundenscd by
succassive sovernments to differsnt
mxtants; our lives hecame cheap
thugs of various student organisations
forced students to Uve in serfdom at
the country’s universities; women
especially female umiversity students,
had no safely and were sexually
harazsed and exploited: and the Hst
poas on and on.

The way BNF and Chhatra Dal pec-
ple have bean behaving in post-Hasi-
na Bangladash has mads it clear that
they ara fixated on perpetuating and
exxploiting the old system to their ad-
vantage. This realisation i more pro-
nonnced among our students who are
alarmmed to see Chhatra Dal members
exhibiting symptoms that marked the
bahaviour of Chhatra League thugs
Therafore, Chhatra Dal's debacle in
the student umion slactions at Dhaka
and Tahangirnagar Universities came
A% 0 surprise o m.

If BNF follows in the footsteps of
Awan League, [ don't think 1 will ever
feel ancouraged to defend the political
party for which my nana voted. What
15 meoTe, if BINF leadsrs fail to read the
writing on the wall, it will augur il for
theim and for the fufum of our counter
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