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Govt should also effectively 
arm up all election offices 

THE council of advisers to the interim government 
has approved amendments to two laws - the Election 
Commission Secretariat Act 2009 and the Electlon 
Offioers (Special Provisions) Act 1991 - aimed at affording 
more authority to the Election Commission. The Election 
Commission Secretariat (Amendment) Ordinance 2025 
and the Election Officer (Special Provisions) (Amendment) 
Ordinance 2025 would ensure free. fair and impartial 
elections, making the Election Commission more dynamic, 
grantini it more authority to recruit all its officials 
and ensuring accountability of all officials engaged in 
election management. The amendment would allow the 
establishment of t he Election Commission Service for 
the appointment of officers to t he Election Commission 
Secretariat. In view of this, the move t hat the government 
has taken to amend the electoral laws is a &ood move 
forward. The amendment would also place back the 
preparation, maintenance and preservation of the national 
identity card databc1se under the Election Commission. 
which was officially placed under the home affairs ministry 
with the passage of t he National Identity Registration Act 
2023. which"'"• repealed after the Au&ust 2024 Political 
changeover. 

Whilst all this remains a good move on pan of the 
aovernment. the move alone may not stren,ihen the 
Election Commission and ensure the holding of elections 
to the level needed. This is because whilst the Election 
Commission can look Into electoral manaaement at the 
centre in Dhaka. the management in d istricts and upazilas 
lies with deputy commissioners. who are returning officers 
and upazila nirbahi otfioers. who are a.ssistant retumini 
officers. And. officers of both categories are. in fact. part 
of the executive. which leaves ample scope for them to 
manipulate the elections in a partisan manner. The Election 
Commission has offices down to upazilas. but the structure 
is too weak to take on the executive. Besides. the Election 
Commission people who run the district and upazila offices 
of the commission are no match - in neither qualifications 
nor powers nor skills nor experience either - for the people 
of the executive who oversee the election manaa:ement at 
the levels. A procedural enhancement of authority of the 
commission's people without its practical application would 
hardly work to head off electoral ills In outlyina: areas. It Is. 
therefore. imperative that the government should adequately 
arm up all offices of the Election Commission with people 
having the quallticatlon. authority and experience required 
to run the electoral show. The amendment to the laws could 
shield the election administration from political interference 
if the &O"Yernment would mind the other Issues effectlvety. 

The Election Commission would be officially empowered 
to hold the elections keeping itself away from political 
Interference to some extent. but the government should 
staff all election offices with people having the needed 
qualifications. authority. skills and experiences to take on 
the executive and to make the Independence of the election 
authorities effective and meaniniful. 

Extrajudicial killing must stop 
to uphold rule of law 

HUMAN rl~ts violations at the hands of law enforcement 
agencies were expected to completely stop in the changed 
political context. but that has not been the case. Since the 
interim a:overnment was Installed In August 2024. as Aln 
0 Salish Kendra report. at least 35 people have become 
victims of extrajudicial killing. which is higher than the 
number of slmllar death durlnt the last )'ear of the Awaml 
League government. Another rights organisation. Odhikar. 
also reports that at least 29 people fell victim to extrajudicial 
killings from August 2024 to June 30. 2025. There are 
allegations that the joint forces deployed to restore law and 
order were involved in a number of cases of extra judicial 
killings. The Inspector general of police has, however, said 
that they have no data on extrajudicial killings. which is 
alarmingly familiar because denial was also the rhetoric of 
the fallen regime. The government should know that the 
continued abuse of power by the law enforcement aeencies 
cannot establish the rule of law and. therefore. it should take 
extraordinary measures to materialise Its promises of zero 
tolerance of extra.judicial killin&. enforced disappearances 
and custodial torture. 

The cases of custodial torture during the tenure of the 
interim c:overnment marked a decline but are still siiflificant. 
considering that the goal is to prevent any death in custody. 
On September 15, two people were found dead In the 
custody of the Rapid Action Battalion in Sy1het and the 
Police Bureau of Investigation in Moulvibazar. In February. 
the joint forces cited a ·gunfight' at Mohammadpur In Dhaka 
where two youn.c people were killed. echoin& incidents from 
previous years that were often discredited by rights groups. 
The continuation of custodial death and extrajudicial killing 
under ambiiuous circumstances. a violently repressive 
tendency that characterised the fallen regime. suggests 
that the institutional machinery that enabled such abuses 
remains intact. The interim aovernment has formed the 
Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances and the 
police administrative reforms commission to investigate past 
abuses and make recommendations for reforms. but without 
ensuring credible investigations of all allegations of rights 
violations and legal accountability of the perpetrators. it is 
not possible to break the cycle of impunity that errant law 
enforcers have enjoyed for decades. 

The interim government was installed in the aftennath of 
an upr1slnt with promises tor dlsmanUlna; the authoritarian 
structure and reorienting state power towards democratic 
accountability. The recurrence of extrajudicial killing and 
custodial death not only undermines the promises but also 
spells out a failure to break from coercive methods of t he 
previous regime. The government must give clear directives 
and ensure transparent lnvesti&3tlon or effect lnstltutronal 
reforms to end extrajudicial killings. 
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Pseudo-unemployment and 
illusion of growth 
by HM Nazmul Alam 

U 
t--.EMPL0\1'-iENT LUI.$ alway$ 
haunted Bangladesh. but in 
reoeut rean its character has 

changed m troubling ways. h is no 
louge:r 011.l,y abotit peo1>1e who cannot 
find wot•k at all. lncre.asiugly. it is 
about those who do work but in ways 
that uetthet' match their quali.ticanons 
nor ruUy uti1iM their skilJs. The 1>rob­
lem has shifted into what economists 
describe as pseudo-lmeruployment. 
and it hi'$ qt1ie1.ly Spt'fid into an e))i• 
demic. The country's official statistlcs 
sug.,.oest onJy a f13w million people 
are ml.employed, but when one looks 
bonoith tho dofinHions., 1ho roal cri5is 
oomes i.uto ,iew, 

E\•e1•y y&al", a.bom two nulhon 
yotmg P90J>le euter the job mark91., 
Som• do not fmd WOl'k Ill all, Others 
accept positions far below their $kill 
levels. ,,•hlle man_y re-mam ll'apped 
in jobs 1h111 fu il to pny :i li\'ing wage . 
.-\t the same ti.we, private i.uvestm,eut, 
the engm.e of employment crea.uon. 
has slowed to a aawl. Busmess 
001\fidenoe Ls \ve3kened by th& dollar 
aisi.s. the ri&i.ug oost of imports and 
political uncerta.iuty. Bank credit to 
lho J)n\·ato stelOr h:u $1-S:n,'1.lod, ,ind 
foreign investlllent has shown little 
sign of g?0\\1h. The COUlUIGtioU is 
straightforward. When in,·esuneut fa). 
ters, lobs do not appear. When jObs do 
not appear, unQW.ployment deepens. 

The statistics pamt a worrying 
piC1ure. 8otwoon 20 13 :ind 2022, the 
oouotry's working population gr8'\v 
hy an ,1,\·erag9 of 1,5 per c::ent arum• 
ally. Yet employment growth dunng 
the same pe:dod was 01\ly 0.2 per 
oeut. The labour $1.lpp\v ha& expand• 
ed while the demand for labour has 
stagn:ued. Th• rosult is a widening 
pool ot underemployed or pseudo• 
unemployed individuals whose work 
adds little to real productivity. Many 
graduates now tlnd them .. seh,es wort:­
iog in oc::c::upatious far be'low their 
quaJifications. wastmg the human 
c.apita.l that higher educ::atiou was 
supposed to create. 

Th• Labotll' Poree Sun·ey of the 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 
tor 2024 re\'ealed that the offtclal 
mwber of unemployed rose from 
Vl9 million in 2023 10 2.6() million 
in 2024. On paper. this appears as a 
modest 11.se of 170,000 within a year. 
Yet th•&e figww are dec::eptiv•. They 
obscure the tuilllous of worken who 
tall lnto categorle-:s or underemploy­
ment, shadow employment. or parnal 
• mployme-111. lo call suc::h 1"90PI• ·em• 
ployed' t.S to ignore that their labour 
ts not being fully utilised. a1\d that 
theu- inc::owes do not provide security 
or dignity. The country continues to 
mistake s tatistical employment for 
real employment. 

111i.s l)robleru is GOllJJ)Oundod by 
a lack of decent work. The vast major--

ity of jobe that exist are oonceutrated 
Lu the mtonnal sector. These Jobs are 
ll1.&8Ctln:I, J)oorly pa.id. and without 
protedtons. even during lh• ~rs 
when GDP growth was celebrated 
as one of the fastest tu the world. 
employment did not grow in propor­
tion. The $0-<alled wirac::le of bl.gh 
growth was in truth a unrage, hidmg 
the reality that the benefits we:re not 
lr.lnslahng 11\lo opportunities for the 
yot1th. Employment stagnated while 
tbe labour force swelled. producing 
rrus1ra11on an(I instability. 

The heart of the problem lies in 
i.uvesunent. The mon~ policy 
for 2024--25 set a target of9.8 per 
cent growth bl. privale sedor credit, 
b\lt the actual growth r9t!.clled only 
6.4 per cent. This was the sharpest 
slowdown in recent memory, and in 
response, the new monetary poltcy 
reduoed the targe1 funher. to 7 .2 pe:r 
cent by December 2025 and 8 per 
cent by mid-2026. These n:gm-es re• 
ilect the bard troth that entrepreneur$ 
are reluctant to borrow m au emtirou­
went of high tuterest ratff. volatile 
exchange rates, and unce11am poll• 
cle$, \\'ithout crodit Row, in\'8S-Ulleut 
contracts. Without inwstmeut, there 
are oo oew fac,oriK, no new bus1-
ne$$8$, and uo new jobs. The entire 
c::ycl• or employment c::~tion st'-11$. 

Sma.11 and medium euteYprises 
suffer tll.e most \utder tll.ese cond1• 
tious.. Lac::kui.g ac::c::ess to affo«!able 
credit. man~• Sr-.1Es ha\le been forced 
to reduce production 01· shut dovn\ 
entirely. This has ripple effects. F.uni• 
liff lo,;o inc::onw. oonsmnption fa1l$ 
and domestic:: demand weakeus. The 
cycle becomes s.elf-reintorcitlg. Oe­
ciiniug demand discourages further 
in,·estment. and declin.iug mvestnl$ut 
perpetuates unemployment. 

The pobtlc:al climate adds another 
li!yor oh,1nG(lrlMnty. ln"-s1ors. both 
doU1e$tlG and forei.gn. hesitate ,o 

commit capital when the ntles of the 
game are unclear. Without predictable 
policie$, c::ontnic::t$ ;t.ncl i\1arantees or 
s1Abi1Uy, buShlfl!lse-& prefer to WIIH. 
The c::ost of this hesitation is borne 
by the youth who crowd mto the job 
111:trkOI Onls 10 find (1001'$ Closod. Po­
litica.l stability, sound macroeoonomic:: 
management, aud reliable access to 
energy are not J\l.St tech.u.ical oon• 
cern.s. They are the roundaUons UJ>Oll 
wbic::b employm8nt depends. 

At the centre of Uus picture ts 
a w.utod demogr.1phie dividend. 
Ba.ugladesh's working-age J>Op\tlation 
bas grown rapidly, and for a time, 
this was celebrated as the cotwn•y's 
gr~test asset. But an as.set lU\u.seel 
beoowes a liability. Edttc::ated youth 
are entering the labour force in 
1m1>~tinted numbers, yet their 
potential 1s be.frig squandered. They 
either 1'9main tUlewployed or drift 
into pS&udo-employment wb8J'8 their 
education bring, lit tle vatu.e. 1ids 
mismatch between capacity and op• 
ponunity oorrodes 1>roduc1ivity at the 
nation.al level. 

It is tmportaut to remember that 
employment is not only abo\1t h.-vin.g 
a job but about the quaJity of that job. 
Wol'k th.at tails 10 pay a living wage, 
that off8f$ no $9(:\uity. that doe$ not 
matc::h a worke.r'$ skill. or tb.it Mlep& 
them trapped in low producthit>• 
acUvtues cannot be oonsidered real 
employment. To oootim1e oounting 
$ucb jobs as signs of progress is to 
fool ourselves w1lh 1Uusions. 

Brealang out of thls trap requires a 
retbink:ilt& or 1>olic::y prioriti9$. Credit 
and i.u,·estment must be re"i,·ed. 
not s-uOed. '.Monetatj' policies must 
ba.lit.l.tcie inflation c::ontrol with the 
need to fuel pritrate sector activity. 
luteres.t rates that remain intolerably 
high choke offborrowmg. innovation. 
and ~l)Al1$iOn, A l lb9 5'1JUO lU119, 
education must be reoriented toward 

ewployabilit>'· An education system 
that produces graduates without rel• 
e\'ant s):;W.i; only feeds th• ~Mf\'Oir or 
pseudo•mlempioyment. Coordination 
be-tween universities and indus• 
mes. as well as a stronger focus ou 
1ochn1ea.l ;ind \·OC;ition:tl education, is 
essential, 

Above an. pohcymakers must faoe 
realit)• Wllh honesty. The cotwtry 
ca.1\1\0t continue to oelebrate growl.Ii 
statistic::s while ignoring th• job.less 
realit)• that tuilllons face. Develop­
rncnt is not mo:\surod by COP al01\e 
but by bow many people c::an &80\\1"9 
di.gnified, productl\-e work, Without 
that, progress remains au illusion. 

Une.m1>loyme.1u, bo1h 1-e.a.l and 
ps8udo, is not just an eoonomic:: issue. 
It 1s a social and political fault line. 
f'rustralotl youth, denied oppo11m'll• 
t1es, 31'8 at r1sk or dtsmuslonm-e.tl.t. de• 
spair and ttruwt, familiM burde;ued 
w11h unemployed members. strain 
unde.r f11tanefal and emot101al pres­
stues The broader society hec::omes 
less stable. Ifunaddressed. these pre&­
stues will uot onJv slow ec::onomic 
gt'OWth but threati!n the coh~ton of 
the nation i.($,elf. 

Bangladesh stands at a crossroads. 
i be c hoices made now will iletennine 
wheth81' the youthf\tl population 
bec::omei; th• fou.ndation or J)fO&JJ8ril;)• 
or the sott.rGe of instability, A fumre 
of secm,e employment. sustafnable 
growth and $0<:ial s t.1bilily is p0$$ihle. 
but onJy if in\18stll.Ulnt is revitalised. 
education is tran.srom1c11C1 and the 
illusion., of pseudo-e,mployruent a.re 
alxmdoned. Olhe:rwi.w. lh• do1uo­
graphic:: di\.idend ,\ill decay into a 
de.mog:raphic disaster. Jea\11.ng behind 
a g.ene:ratiou b8tra,}'°9d by promises 
that nev8l' translated mto l'Nlity. 

HM Nazmul A.lam is a Dhak~based 
an aca<temlc. /oumar.t,r an.I ooritk:81 
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Does the BNP leadership get it? 
by Md Mahmudul Hasan 

ONE of my earliest childhood 
nu:imOrles is w:1lking wi th my 
e lder brother i.u our \tillage ma.r• 

ket and e.,-penencmg an overn•belm• 
il\2 sadnoss 1ha1 radi.111.tt all ar01111d. 
It was May 30, 1981 - the day whe:u 
Ptesjdent Zfaur Rabma.u was brutally 
assassinated tu Chattogram. EutU'8 
Banglad~h was setted by lhe horror 
of his death, The enormity of shock 
and a sense of great loss that the sad 
ne,V'S triggered were e\lident on peo­
ple's raoes. 

Th• radio - the main $our,::e of 
mstant iuformattou in those days 
- broke lhe news and was bu:tz:ing 
v.ith Islamic:: tecitals., My brother and 
l were holding hand$ aud going frow 
one shop to another in the baza.r \tu• 
noticed. \>Ve found e\leryo1\e Uste1\ing 
to the radio and proc::essiug the grief, 
Th.tly. it was a day of national mourn• 
nl.g and a day \\'hen p&0ple from au 
walks of life were united by sorrow. 

I ha\'e u9ve.r witne$$19d a day of 
such collective grief and mourning in 
our ootmtry stnce then. 

Th• grief \'isit~ upon om family in 
an equaJ manner. We came to a sud­
den halt becatt&e of the death of Ziaur 
Rahman. Prom that da_y on. I knew 
that ll>Y pai .. ut.s <1.Dd other$ iu the ram• 
Uy as well as many of our near and 
distant relatl\•es had great sympathy 
for the martyred president. 

Amon& a.II our ~ 1oudod nun• 
Uy memben;, wy nano (maternal 
grandfath er) was perhap.s 0001-e 
indulge.nl in hi.i; rondntJH ror lh9 
Zia fanuJy and in bis st1pport for the 
Bangladesh Natlonalis1 Party (B~1P). 
Ounng the last years of hts life in the 
l990s, ho usod to 1-.ad a ll nows s10-1ies 
inYoh-ing Br-.-P c::b.l.iJper$on Kbaleda 
Zia tha1 were pnnted m the newspa.• 
pct.r mad• availal>lo in lhe r,uu.i.ly. This 
led some of my oousius to make mis-­
chi.8"·0\1$ jokes behind bis bacl., 

Ounng the 1991 genera) electioru. 
l rollowod $01UO or my maten,al oou► 
ins to naruoari - as we c::all our tua· 

ternal grandparents' home. Nau.a was 
a.1$0 (>an of the oon\·oy that went from 
Dhaka to the village. We gathered to 
celebrate and enjOy the first taste of 
electoral democra.G)' after the oountry 
had suffered from a democratic deficu 
durins tho l;.'nhad rozin1e in 111• l980s. 

[ was not or voling age, but sll\Ce 
uana was quit& old and bad c::hrouic 
eyesight problems I accompanied him 
to the potting centre "t th• villag6 1>ri• 
mary &ebooL The polling officer- who 
knew nana - allowed me to enter t1ui 
balloting-room with him. Nana was 
looking for 8:-.l'P's electoral symbol on 
th• ballot pape:r and said to me. 'D/10.11-
ershish-to J.:oi re' (where is the sheaf of 
padd,y?). J helped him find ii and he 
got bis job done, 

Part!.)· beic::a\1$9 of my family back· 
ground aud partly because of the 
dtstastetuJ Awam1 League poUucs J 
a.lwa,rs bad a $Oft spot in my heart for 
B1'1P. During politic.al com-ersations 
w1th my friends, a debate on the com• 
parative ment ot Awami league and 
6NP Q'eeps in quite often. Pri9nd$ 
and ~uaintan08S argue that there is 
vll'tually uo dttferenoe in the conduct 
and oomportment of these two major 
poliucal groups. 

I alway$ du.agreed aud tended to 
maintain Iha! BNP and Chhatra Dal 
1>eople were m~1cJ1 betteT than lbeir 
COUllterparts in Awami League and tts 
student wtng. Cldlatra League . .As m_y 
argument went at least B1'P ))eople 
1lror0fl to J)rioritiso onr oounlry ;ind 
do not put it t1p for sale in the interest 
of a neighbouring oountry (( am not 
$U"" if I can mak• /iUGh a c::laim now). 

(n most cases, my friends and I went 
our separate ways unoonvtnced by 
each other's cotmterarguments. Deep 
insido, I always boliO\~ 11ml 8::-.JP wail 
telatively better th.au Awarui League. 
That is not to sa_y that J was dJaurlss1ve 
or th• oorruption and abu,;o or JJow9r 
allegedl>• perpetrated by BNP leaden. 
especially when they W9l"EI i.u power. 
Like many others, I was aware of the 
bad ele111onts within tho J>arty. How• 
ever, whi3l\ oompariug it \\ith Awa.mi 

League, B>-'Tf' was a.I.ways in my good 
book&, 

My mclmatiou to defend BNP oon• 
1lnued up until 1he end or Sheikh 
Ha.sina'$ tuafia--style autocracy During 
her fi.ftee:u-and-a-half•'.\-"e.U' urlsntle. 
innumorablo 6NP P90ple wo ... sub• 
jected to horrendous IHI.man righ ts 
abuses i.udttdiug extraittdicial killing& 
and enforced disappearances. Lake 
members or other oppos1Uon J)artles. 
thousand.$ of BNP acthists Wi3Ut iuto 
hiding within the cottutry or sought 
to protec::t tb81U.&Ell\'es frow oppre.,­
sion through oonceahnent or ldenUty. 
Thus. many of them we-r9 interuall..r 
displaced within Bangladesh or fled 
to othe.r ooumries. All such s1orias or 
atrociti8'S garnered ht~ public:: sym­
p.-thy fo1· BNP and iti; affiliat.s d\uing 
the H.asina regune. 

Unfo11tU1.ateJy, soon after Huina 
(el.I and fled on August 5. 2025, it 
didn't take long for BNP people to 
change their hul.e 11nd ror th.e people 
of Bat\gladMh 10 change their mind 
about 8NP. 11ie b.ld apples within the 
party nlSbed to replace their Awanu 
counterpat1s in hooUgantsm and greed 
for J>oww and i:U-gotten we,a)th, Upon 
the scandalous eud of Awa.mi misntle, 
many BNP people who were \.ictinu 
of Hasma·s autocracy themselves be• 
c::am• omnessors in no ti.we. 

fbr e.x.ample. in the abseuoe or 
Awami reprobate crhnlnals, business• 
9& and other fimmc::iaJ in$titutious in 
many J)arlS orBanglachash o.xporionc::od 
no tespite from chcuidabaji (won8y 
e.xtortt.on). Tbu ts because soon after 
H;.i.sin.- w;.i.s ousted and the Aw.inn 
e.xto11:lonists became iuac.ti,·e or left 
tbeU' 1ocal1tles to avoid public wrath 
for their misdeeds. Bl\.TP men stepped 
in an(I boc:11110 holl-bo.111 on exlortins 
money in equal or more e.xtreme fonu. 

Upon the fall of Hasma and her 
cronies., 8NP J)eople swmed euphoric:: 
and thought that they were on oourse 
to c::ome to pow81', Th• a.ttitt1de thtl)· 
ha\le exhibited towards the people of 
& nglndosh sugg_osts tha1, in 1h• ab• 
54:IUce of Awarui Le,ag\1e, the only party 

that can rule Bangladesh is BNP. 
~foN than a re,ar ou since Hasiua·s 

fall. it is now clear that 8}-.'Tf' nusread 
the se.1\111oe:n1 or !he public. P&ople 
of Ba.ngladesh, especially the ~'Outb, 
latd do\,•n theU' lives or were ready to 
rl$k 1hoir lh·os and limbs 1\0t s i1111>ly 
to remo\·e Has1na l'n>m power. They 
l.-unc::hed the July uprising to bre.1k 
the corrupt system that had been m 
place during much or lhe lime since 
the binb ofotu- oountry in '197 L 

For decades we were decel\'ed 
by s1oga.u.s or in the name of this 
or that chettmo (sph1t). Domtn.a.ut 
politic::a.l groups $0Ught to o.t.ak9 t t5 
obh\lious to ot1r real problems. Our 
country WIIS being phu\de:red by 
sttc::c::essl\·e go\·emme-uts to different 
extents; Ol.U' lh·M becam• clleap; 
thug& of various student orgauJ.satious 
forced students to Lh•e in s.erldom .at 
the oountry·s unh'en;ili8$; wowen, 
especially female universit)' students. 
had no safety and w-ere sexually 
harassed and explotted: and the Ust 
go8$ on and on. 

The way BNP and Cbhatra Dal peo­
ple have been beba\ling in posc-Hasi• 
na Bangladesh ha5 mad& it cl•ar that 
they are fixated on perpetuaung and 
exploiting the old S>>stelU to their ad• 
vantage. This realisation is more p:ro­
notmced ruuo11,2; om· s tudenls who ar• 
alanued to see Cbha1ra Dal members 
exhibiting symptonu 1hat marked the 
h4Jhaviour of Chhatra ~•e thugs. 
Therof0111, Chhatra Dal's dob:ic::lo in 
the $tttdent union elec::tious at Dhaka 
atl.d Jahan.gtmagar Uru\lersitles came 
ii$ no $t.1rprin to we. 

If BNP follows in the footsteps of 
.o\wanti Le,ague. I don·, th.ink Iv.ill ever 
feel encouraged to defend the pobucal 
p:u1y ro-r whic h Illy 1i..1.1t..'l votod. \\Th.al 
is mor•. if BNP leaders fail to 1'9ad the 
\,Tl ting on the wall, tt will augur 111 for 
them and for tho ruturQ orourc::om11ty. 
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