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A Critical Study of the Accusations against Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi: An
Analysis of the Subject and Context
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ABSTRACT

In the context of the intellectual development of Islamic thought during the 6th and 7th
centuries AH, Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606 AH) emerged as a prominent figure in the
fields of Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir), theology (kalam), and philosophy, leaving behind a rich
and influential scholarly legacy. Despite his distinguished scholarly standing, al-Razi was not
spared from successive waves of criticism and accusations, targeting his rational methodology,
theological positions, and exegetical preferences—some even going so far as to question his
faith and sectarian affiliation. This article aims to examine these critiques within a scholarly
and critical framework that distinguishes between sound, methodological criticism and
emotionally or ideologically driven accusations. The study adopts the inductive method by
tracing the views of his critics from their original sources and analyzing the responses to them.
It also employs the analytical method to interpret al-Razi’s positions within their theological
and intellectual contexts and assess their significance through the lens of scientific critique.
The study reaches two main findings: first, that many criticisms directed at al-Razi arose in
sectarian and polemical contexts, which compromised their scholarly objectivity; and
second, that despite his intellectual boldness and philosophical breadth, al-Razi largely
remained committed to the general theological framework of AA/ al-Sunnah wa al-Jama ‘ah.
In light of these findings, the study recommends a renewed scholarly engagement with al-
Razi’s exegetical and theological legacy through rigorous academic investigations that respect
the historical contexts and methodological intentions of his works, while avoiding hasty or
ideologically charged interpretations. The scholarly significance of this study lies in
correcting common misconceptions about al-Razi’s intellectual character and methodology,
and in highlighting his influential role in consolidating the rationalist approach in classical

Islamic thought and in shaping a balanced framework for Qur’anic interpretation.

Keywords: Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Tafsir, Kalam, Philosophy, Criticism, Sectarian Context.
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