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ABSTRACT

The issue of the inheritance of relatives by marriage (Dhawi al-Arham) is a debated topic
among the Islamic jurisprudential schools. Some scholars argue that they inherit after the
rightful heirs with fixed shares and those who inherit by agnatic descent, while others hold that
they should not inherit at all. There are also different opinions within the Shafi’i school
regarding their inheritance. This research will address the definition of Dhawi al-Arham, the
views of Shafi’i scholars on their heritance, and the methods of inheritance according to those
who permit it. The research consists of three main sections: the first discusses the definition of
Dhawi al-Arham and their rank among heirs in inheritance; the second addresses the opinions
of Shafi’i scholars on the inheritance of Dhawi al-Arham; and the third focuses on the methods
of inheritance for Dhawi al-Arham according to those who support their inheritance. This
research utilizes two methodologies: the inductive method for gathering information and the
analytical method for analyzing the views of Shafi’1 scholars and the evidence related to the
inheritance of Dhawi al-Arham. The researcher concludes with some findings, including: the
views of scholars on the inheritance of Dhawi al-Arham vary, but all agree that they do not
inherit if the deceased has heirs with fixed shares or agnatic heirs, except for the spouses. There
1s a difference of opinion on their inheritance if the deceased has no heirs with fixed shares or
agnatic heirs, or if there is a remainder in the estate after one of the spouses’ shares.

Keywords: Inheritance — Dhawi al-Arham — Opinions of Scholars — Shafi’i School of thought
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