












[Liu Zhewei Column] The epidemic is coming
again, and preventive measures should be taken
early
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The author recommends implementing all possible policies, even if they bring inconvenience, but the bottom line is that
they do not change the productivity of physical or online work, and most importantly, do not have a major impact on the
economy. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

First, the appointment of Dzulkefly as Health Minister was a perfect decision.
Relatively speaking, he enjoys greater public trust than his predecessor.
Second, prevention is better than cure, and the best approach right now is
prevention to prevent the situation from worsening. Of course, the simplest and
most direct way to curb the COVID-19 pandemic is to implement movement
restrictions, banning foreigners from entering the country, and so on, but these
come at a heavy cost. Therefore, my suggestion is that the government
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consider effective preventive measures that won't significantly impact the
country's economy. Implementing TRIIS (Test, Report, Isolate, Notify, Track) is
one approach. My personal suggestions are as follows:

First, re-implement mandatory mask wearing

There are two main considerations for mandatory mask wearing: first,
convenience, and second, cost savings.

It's true that many people are reluctant to wear masks anymore. Honestly,
there's no gain without pain. It's hard to expect everything to go our way, or for
everything to be easily resolved. If the government insists on reinstating mask-
wearing, I don't think it will be a big problem. Of course, exceptions can be
made in certain circumstances, such as for health reasons or exercise. Simply
put, masks should be mandatory initially, with exemptions made as needed
and appropriate based on specific circumstances.

Secondly, as always, whenever costs are involved, the government must
intervene. It could follow suit and set a price ceiling. In fact, given the current
situation, even without a price ceiling, mask prices should not be excessively
high. This situation differs from years ago, when inventory was extremely
scarce, and price speculation was only a secondary factor in the inflated
prices. But now, as long as inventory exists, those who can afford it will not
face a significant financial burden. To reduce B40 costs, the government could
consider providing masks for free. Compared to the consequences of the
spread of the epidemic, the cost of providing free masks to the B40 would not
be higher than the cost to the health system.

Therefore, I personally believe that this policy is necessary.
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In light of the surge in confirmed cases, the author suggests that employers and schools may consider re-implementing
work-from-home arrangements and online classes. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

Second, work/study from home

From our experience with previous movement control orders, we know that
many industries can actually operate from home, especially those in non-labor-
intensive professional sectors. Of course, working from the office is more
advantageous for employers, as they can ensure their employees are
"working" rather than "not working" at home. The most direct way to address
this issue is to set a key performance indicator (KPI) that is not primarily based
on working hours. Furthermore, working from the office allows employers and
employees to utilize any facilities or documents that are only available in the
office. The solution is simple: allow one to two days of office time per week,
which can be achieved through planning. If this is not possible, the government
could consider providing more leeway.

In short, these are manageable, especially for non-labor and non-service
industries. While this may undoubtedly cause some inconvenience, it's a
necessary sacrifice. Furthermore, in the initial stages, the government can
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adopt a soft and lenient approach to enforcement, even encouraging rather
than mandating it. If the industry is willing to cooperate, there's no problem. If
not, the government can enforce it. Similarly, a soft and lenient approach can
be adopted as long as there's no abuse. If abuse becomes widespread, the
government can then strengthen enforcement.

Similarly, higher education institutions should also move online. I believe that
even without a surge in COVID-19 cases, most higher education students
would already be equipped to take online classes, so this wouldn't place a
significant financial burden on them. However, I understand that some
students face financial difficulties. Regarding this group of students, I believe
the number will be small, as those who need assistance likely already received
equipment during the previous movement control order. The rest of the
students can continue to stay on campus and use university facilities to study.
This is what I mean, similar to the above situation: a soft and relaxed approach
to establishing rules, so that in the initial stages, there is room for those who
truly cannot comply. 

As far as schools are concerned, perhaps online classes are not suitable yet.
So, put these students aside for now and let them go to class as usual unless
the situation worsens.
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Zulkifli has already stated that the movement control order will not be reinstated at this time. (File photo: Malaysian
Insight)

Third, maintain social distance

Governments could consider mandating social distancing as long as it doesn't
impact operations and the economy. For example, in the aviation or
transportation sectors, where social distancing would mean financial losses, it
could be temporarily suspended. However, for example, meetings, events, or
any other activities where physical contact is likely, social distancing could be
mandatory.

This policy is feasible in the context of working from home due to the low
number of people actually present. Similarly, if it is truly impossible to fulfill the
policy due to legitimate reasons, it can be waived.

in conclusion
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My personal advice is to implement all possible policies, even if they cause
inconvenience. The bottom line is that these policies should not alter
productivity, whether in-person or online, and, most importantly, should not
significantly impact the economy. Exemptions can be granted to individuals or
industries with genuine reasons for non-compliance. As I've repeatedly stated,
enforcement should be done gently and with the public's active cooperation. If
individuals or industries are selfish or unwilling to compromise, then we should
change course and implement stricter and tougher measures.

A small inconvenience now is better than irreversible or inconvenient things in
the future.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he taught at other
institutions of higher learning. He received his Bachelor's and Master's
degrees in Political Science from the National University of Malaysia and his
PhD in Political Science from the University of Bristol, UK.

If you would like to leave a comment, please subscribe or log in.
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