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[Liu Zhewei Column] Can Anwar's new cabinet
members win the people's trust?

Liu Zhewei
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Anwar's new cabinet is larger, with 60 members, up from 55. (Photo: Screenshot from Facebook)

>

In this cabinet reshuffle, | will first discuss the following three aspects: the
overall evaluation of the cabinet reshuffle, the positive and negative factors.

Overview

When Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim first formed his cabinet, | emphasized the
crucial importance of public trust in the new government. Whether it's the
cabinet, ministries, or government agencies, if the public loses confidence in
government institutions, they will naturally lose trust in the government and be
unwilling to cooperate with it.
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Let me cite two simple examples to further illustrate this. In 2008, when Lim
Guan Eng was the Chief Minister of Penang, he introduced a plastic bag ban
or a 20-sen fee for using plastic bags. If the same policy had been
implemented under the Barisan Nasional government, I'm sure some people
would have accused the government of corruption and nepotism. However,
because Lim Guan Eng had earned the trust of the people of Penang, they
were willing to cooperate, even if it caused some inconvenience.

THE MALAYSIAN INSIG
Kamal Ariffin

Because Lim Guan Eng has won the trust of the people of Penang, the plastic ban or the policy of charging 20 cents
for using plastic bags has caused inconvenience to some people, but the locals are willing to cooperate. (File photo:
Malaysian Insight)

Conversely, during the pandemic, when the country needed to raise more
funds, Wan Fayhsal proposed that the government should print more money.
Given his negative image and low public trust, most people opposed his
proposal, citing inflation as a potential risk. To be fair, printing money is not
unfeasible when a country faces a cash shortage. Some economists have
indeed proposed such a measure and proposed ways to combat inflation
caused by money printing. Of course, there are also those who disagree.
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However, this also means that this approach to managing national finances

isn't completely unworkable. My point is, if the people don't trust you, even if
your proposals are feasible, they're futile. Indeed, this is a classic case of
"attacking the person, not the issue." If the same view came from a convincing
politician, the public might be willing to engage in a rational discussion.

The above two examples illustrate the importance of credibility for politicians.
Therefore, my argument today is based on credibility.

The most obvious factor
would be the return of Dzulkefly Ahmad and Gobind Singh Deo to the Cabinet.

These two figures are undeniably respected, having been highly praised since
Mahathir's second term as Prime Minister. Dzulkefly's reappointment as Health
Minister is particularly timely, particularly due to the increasing number of
COVID-19 cases. His leadership has earned the public's confidence, and |
believe he will be highly cooperative. This is crucial in the fight against the
pandemic, which has caused significant inconvenience to the people.

While Gobind Singh Deo has been appointed to lead a ministry similar to his
previous one, his placement in the digital department is not surprising as the
communications ministry, a key government department, is still headed by
Fahmi, a close Anwar ally.

Dzulkefly's reappointment as Health Minister is timely, one of the reasons being the increasing number of COVID-19
cases. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

The return of UMNO MP Johari Abdul Ghani to the cabinet is also
commendable. As I've discussed with my students, no single factor often
accounts for any political outcome. Whether it's the combined effects of
multiple factors or coincidences, these factors often help pave the way for a
smoother path.

Let me give you a simple example. During Mahathir's second term as prime
minister, we cannot deny that the Democratic Action Party (DAP) made a
significant contribution to the formation of the government. It's also undeniable
that the DAP helped PH secure more votes among the Chinese. Therefore, it's
no surprise that DAP leaders were entrusted with important positions. If Lim
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- Guan Eng wasn't given a higher position, he would have at least been inance
Minister. Coincidentally, he also has an accounting background, which makes
the whole thing even more natural.

Consider Johari Abdul Ghani, the UMNO deputy president. Beyond that, his
background and debating skills undoubtedly demonstrate a certain level of
skill. Therefore, Anwar could easily appoint him. Had this UMNO leader proved
controversial, Anwar would have faced a dilemma.

Negative Factors

| have three concerns. First, the Cabinet is larger, increasing from 55 to 60.
Don't use the previous government's 70 as an excuse; we can't compare one
bad situation with another. | emphasized in my interview with Bernama that a
55-member Cabinet is not small, and we need to increase it to 60.

The author believes that Zariha no longer has the public's trust. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

Second, former Health Minister Zarifah Haji remains in the cabinet. I'm
criticizing the issue, not the individual. She no longer enjoys public trust, and
since she doesn't hold a prominent position in PKR, Anwar won't find it difficult
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to navigate party politics. However, Anwar chos to create the Federal
Territories Department, reinstating a department that was originally abolished
to cut government spending.

Third, if Farina Sidi loses public trust, keeping her in the Education Minister's
position will be of little use, making it difficult for her to push through reform
policies. When we talk about institutional reform, even if it benefits the future,
the path to reform is inevitably fraught with obstacles, requiring grit and
perseverance. However, with public credibility, the minister can still use it to
persuade the public, but | have reservations about her continued tenure.

Conclusion

Now that the matter is settled, | hope the Cabinet can function efficiently and
effectively within a short period of time, proving to the public that the
operations of this large Cabinet are worthy of taxpayers' confidence.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he taught at other
institutions of higher learning. He received his Bachelor's and Master's
degrees in Political Science from the National University of Malaysia and his
PhD in Political Science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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