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ABSTRACT

The Muslim-friendly tourism sector in Malaysia has seen significant growth, particularly after the COVID-19
pandemic, with the country positioning itself as a leading destination for Muslim travelers. However, the concept
of Muslim-friendly tourism has been primarily applied to conventional tourism services, and the absence of a
formal standard for adventure tourism has created a gap. This study aims to explore the needs and preferences
of Muslim travelers regarding Muslim-friendly adventure tourism in Malaysia. Using a quantitative research
approach, data were collected through structured questionnaires distributed to 150 respondents. The results
reveal that the most crucial need for Muslim travelers in adventure tourism is access to Halal food and prayer
facilities, with 84% of respondents strongly agreeing on their importance. Detailed descriptions of Muslim-
friendly amenities and clear information about such options followed closely, with 77.3% and 74.7% of
respondents strongly agreeing, respectively. Flexibility in accommodating religious practices, services respecting
cultural needs, and gender-segregated facilities also emerged as significant factors. While gender-specific guides
were less prioritized, they remained an important consideration for some respondents. These findings
underscore the importance of integrating religious and cultural needs into adventure tourism offerings. The
study concludes by suggesting that adventure tourism operators in Malaysia should develop standards and
certifications to cater to the specific needs of Muslim travelers, thereby strengthening Malaysia’s position as a
leading Muslim-friendly adventure tourism destination.
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