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Abstract

Background: New investigators (NI), encompassing graduate students, recent doctoral graduates, and early-career faculty,
are instrumental in advancing quality of life (QoL) research through innovative methodologies and diverse perspectives.
Within the International Society for Quality of Life Research (ISOQOL), the New Investigators Special Interest Group (NI-
SIG) fosters collaboration and supports this community. This study utilizes bibliometric analysis to examine the contributions
of NI-SIG members, focusing on publication trends, collaboration patterns, and thematic developments in QoL research.
Methodology: Data on publications authored by 56 NI-SIG members between 2019 and 2023 were extracted from Web of
Science and Scopus. A two-step screening process, guided by the Wilson and Cleary model of QoL, identified 561 unique
documents for analysis. Descriptive metrics included publication trends, citations, journal impact factors, and geographic
distribution, while network analysis explored co-authorship patterns. Thematic mapping was conducted using clustering
algorithms to identify established and emerging research areas. Results: Publication output rose steadily from 2019 to 2022,
peaking at 163 publications before declining to 135 in 2023, accompanied by a reduction in average citations per document
from 4.8 to 1.3. The maijority of publications appeared in leading journals such as Quality of Life Research (n = 128), Journal
of Patient-Reported Outcomes (n = 17), and BMJ Open (n = 15). Geographic analysis revealed that most contributors were
from high-income countries, with the United States, Canada, and Australia accounting for over 50% of publications. Co-
authorship network analysis highlighted a robust, interconnected cluster of authors, though opportunities remain to enhance
global partnerships, particularly with low- and middle-income countries. Thematic analysis identified well-established areas,
including psychometric validation and cancer, alongside emerging topics such as mixed methods in QoL research.
Conclusion: This study highlights robust collaborations among NI-SIG members while identifying opportunities to enhance
international collaboration and methodological innovation. Expanding partnerships with underrepresented regions and
embracing advanced technologies such as natural language processing could foster inclusivity and drive transformative
advancements in QoL measurement and application. © The Author(s) 2025.

Author Keywords
Bibliometric analysis; Citation patterns; Early career investigator; Health service research; Quality of life; Research
collaboration

Index Keywords
bibliometrics, human, journal impact factor, medical research, personnel, quality of life; Bibliometrics, Biomedical
Research, Humans, Journal Impact Factor, Quality of Life, Research Personnel

References
« Clay, |., Cormack, F., Fedor, S., Foschini, L., Gentile, G., van Hoof, C., Kumar, P., De Luca,
V.
Measuring Health-Related quality of life with multimodal data: viewpoint
(2022) J Med Internet Res, 24, p. €35951.
35617003, 9185357

« Schmidt, S., Bullinger, M.
Current issues in cross-cultural quality of life instrument development

https://lwww.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=0FD_1927102979&eid=2-s2.0-105005403244&sort=&clicked... ~ 1/5



5/30/25, 4:05 PM Scopus - Print Document
(2003) Arch Phys Med Rehabil, 84, pp. S29-S34.
12692769

« Lounsbury, D.W., Hirsch, G.B., Vega, C., Schwartz, C.E.
Understanding social forces involved in diabetes outcomes: a systems science
approach to quality-of-life research
(2014) Qual Life Res, 23, pp. 959-969.
24062243

« Haraldstad, K., Wahl, A., Andenaes, R., Andersen, J.R., Andersen, M.H., Beisland, E.,
Borge, C.R., Helseth, S.
A systematic review of quality of life research in medicine and health sciences
(2019) Qual Life Res, 28, pp. 2641-2650.
1:STN:280:DC%2BB3M3IsF2mtA%3D%3D, 31187410, 6761255

+ Ferrans, C.E.
Definitions and conceptual models of quality of life
(2005) Outcomes assessment in cancer: measures, methods, and applications, pp. 14-
30.
New York, NY, US, Cambridge University Press

« Ahmed, S., Barbera, L., Bartlett, S.J., Bebb, D.G., Brundage, M., Bryan, S., Cheung, W.Y.,
Temple, W.
A catalyst for transforming health systems and Person-Centred care: Canadian
National position statement on Patient-Reported outcomes
(2020) Curr Oncol, 27, pp. 90-99.
1:STN:280:DC%2BB38rltVChsg%3D%3D, 32489251, 7253746

« Zheng, S., He, A, Yu, Y., Jiang, L., Liang, J., Wang, P.
Research trends and hotspots of health-related quality of life: a bibliometric
analysis from 2000 to 2019
(2021) Health Qual Life Outcomes, 19.
https://

+ Ellegaard, O., Wallin, J.A.
The bibliometric analysis of scholarly production: how great is the impact?
(2015) Scientometrics, 105, pp. 1809-1831.
26594073, 4643120

« Donthu, N., Kumar, S., Mukherjee, D., Pandey, N., Lim, W.M.
How to conduct a bibliometric analysis: an overview and guidelines
(2021) J Bus Res, 133, pp. 285-296.

« Gupta, N., Chakravarty, R.
Deciphering the status of library and information science research in BRICS
nations: A research visualization approach
(2022) J Libr Adm, 62, pp. 404-418.

« Mejia, C., Wu, M., Zhang, Y., Kajikawa, Y.
Exploring topics in bibliometric research through citation networks and semantic
analysis
(2021) Front Res Metr Anal, 6.
https://

+« Mongeon, P., Paul-Hus, A.
The journal coverage of web of science and scopus: a comparative analysis
(2016) Scientometrics, 106, pp. 213-228.

« Zhu, J., Liu, W.
A Tale of two databases: the use of web of science and scopus in academic papers
(2020) Scientometrics, 123, pp. 321-335.

https://lwww.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=0FD_1927102979&eid=2-s2.0-105005403244&sort=&clicked...  2/5



5/30/25, 4:05 PM Scopus - Print Document

+ Wilson, 1.B., Cleary, P.D.
Linking clinical variables with health-related quality of life. A conceptual model of
patient outcomes
(1995) JAMA, 273, pp. 59-65.
1:STN:280:DyaK2M%2FovFWgtA%3D%3D, 7996652

« Ma, E., Seth, M.
(2022) Chap. 9: Bipartite Graphs - Network Analysis Made Simple,
Accessed 28 Sep 2024

+ (2019),
UC Davis DatalLab,.,., Accessed 28 Sep 2024

« Osborne, J.
Notes on the use of data transformations
(2002) Practical Assessment, Research, and Evaluation, 8.
https://

* BUttS, C.T.
Network: A package for managing relational data in R
(2008) J Stat Softw, 24, pp. 1-36.
18612375, 2443947

« South, A., Michael, S., Massicotte, P.
2024) rnaturalearthdata: World Vector Map Data from Natural Earth Used in rnaturalearth,

« Bundock, V.A.
(2022) WDI: World Development Indicators and Other World Bank Data,

« Garfield, E., Sher, |.H.
KeyWords Plus<sup>TM</sup>—algorithmic derivative indexing
(1993) J Am Soc Inf Sci, 44, pp. 298-299.

«+ Aria, M., Cuccurullo, C.
bibliometrix: an R-tool for comprehensive science mapping analysis
(2017) J Informetrics, 11, pp. 959-975.

« Pons, P., Latapy, M.
Computing communities in large networks using random walks
(2005) Computer and information Sciences - ISCIS 2005, pp. 284-293.
Yolum plnar, Giingér T., Giirgen F., Ozturan C., (eds), Berlin, Heidelberg, Springer

« Cobo, M.J., Lopez-Herrera, A.G., Herrera-Viedma, E., Herrera, F.
An approach for detecting, quantifying, and visualizing the evolution of a research
field: A practical application to the fuzzy sets theory field
(2011) J Informetrics, 5, pp. 146-166.

« Callon, M., Courtial, J.P., Laville, F.
Co-word analysis as a tool for describing the network of interactions between basic
and technological research: the case of polymer chemsitry
(1991) Scientometrics, 22, pp. 155-205.

« Raynaud, M., Goutaudier, V., Louis, K., Al-Awadhi, S., Dubourg, Q., Truchot, A., Brousse,
R., Loupy, A.
Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on publication dynamics and non-COVID-19
research production
(2021) BMC Med Res Methodol, 21, p. 255.
1:CAS:528:DC%2BB3MXis1WIs7jL, 34809561, 8607966

« Xiong, F., Shen, P., Li, Z., Huang, Z., Liang, Y., Chen, X., Li, Y., Li, M.
Bibliometric analysis of Post-Stroke pain research published from 2012 to 2021

https://lwww.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=0FD_1927102979&eid=2-s2.0-105005403244&sort=&clicked...  3/5



5/30/25, 4:05 PM Scopus - Print Document
(2023) J Pain Res, 16, pp. 1-20.
36636268, 9830001

« Uddin, S., Khan, A, Lu, H.
Impact of COVID-19 on journal impact factor
(2023) J Informetrics, 17, p. 101458.

« Paquette, J.-S., Zomahoun, H.T.V., Diendere, E., Lavertu, G., Rheault, N., Toi, A.K.,
Leblond, M., Légaré, F.
Collaboration between biomedical research and community-based primary health
care actors in chronic disease management: a scoping review
(2022) Translational Med Commun, 7, p. 11.

« Rabbani, F., Shipton, L., White, F., Nuwayhid, I., London, L., Ghaffar, A., Ha, B.T.T., Abbas,
F.
Schools of public health in low and middle-income countries: an imperative
investment for improving the health of populations?
(2016) BMC Public Health, 16, p. 941.
27604901, 5015344

« Thelwall, M., Kousha, K., Abdoli, M., Stuart, E., Makita, M., Wilson, P., Levitt, J.
Which international co-authorships produce higher quality journal articles?
(2024) Asso Info Sci Tech, 75, pp. 769-788.

« Adams, J.
The fourth age of research
(2013) Nature, 497, pp. 557-560.
1:CAS:528:DC%2BC3sXosVertL0%3D, 23719446

« Levitt, J., Thelwall, M.
Does the higher citation of collaborative research differ from region to region? A
case study of economics
(2010) Scientometrics, 85, pp. 171-183.

« John, C.C., Ayodo, G., Musoke, P.
Successful global health research partnerships: what makes them work??
(2016) Am J Trop Med Hyg, 94, pp. 5-7.
26483123, 4710444

« Hedges, J.R., Soliman, K.F.A., Southerland, W.M., D’Amour, G., Fernandez-Repollet, E.,
Khan, S.A., Kumar, D., Ofili, E.O.
Strengthening and sustaining Inter-Institutional research collaborations and
partnerships
(2021) Int J Environ Res Public Health, 18, p. 2727.
33800316, 7967451

« Pulford, J., Hajj, T.E., Tancred, T., Ding, Y., Crossman, S., Silvester, L., Savio, M., Bates, I.
How international research consortia can strengthen organisations’ research
systems and promote a conducive environment and culture
(2023) BMJ Glob Health, 8.
https://

« Franzen, S.R.P,, Chandler, C., Lang, T.
Health research capacity development in low and middle income countries: reality
or rhetoric? A systematic meta-narrative review of the qualitative literature
(2017) BMJ Open, 7, p. e012332.
28131997, 5278257

+« Sim, J.-A., Huang, X., Horan, M.R., Stewart, C.M., Robison, L.L., Hudson, M.M., Baker,
J.N., Huang, I.-C.
Natural Language processing with machine learning methods to analyze

https://lwww.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=0FD_1927102979&eid=2-s2.0-105005403244&sort=&clicked...  4/5



5/30/25, 4:05 PM Scopus - Print Document
unstructured patient-reported outcomes derived from electronic health records: A
systematic review
(2023) Artif Intell Med, 146, p. 102701.
38042599, 10693655

« Dusdal, J., Powell, J.J.W.
Benefits, motivations, and challenges of international collaborative research: A
sociology of science case study
(2021) Sci Public Policy, 48, pp. 235-245.

« de Frutos-Belizén, J., Garcia-Carbonell, N., Guerrero-Alba, F., Sanchez-Gardey, G.
An empirical analysis of individual and collective determinants of international
research collaboration
(2024) Scientometrics, 129, pp. 2749-2770.

Correspondence Address
Kwon J.-Y.; School of Nursing, PO Box 1700 STN CSC, HSD Building A402A, Canada; email: jykn1@uvic.ca

Publisher: Springer Science and Business Media Deutschland GmbH

ISSN: 25098020

PubMed ID: 40366537

Language of Original Document: English
Abbreviated Source Title: J. Patient Rep. Outcomes
2-s2.0-105005403244

Document Type: Article

Publication Stage: Final

Source: Scopus

ELSEVI ER Copyright © 2025 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved. Scopus® is a registered
trademark of Elsevier B.V. & _RELX Group™

https://lwww.scopus.com/citation/print.uri?origin=recordpage&sid=&src=s&stateKey=0FD_1927102979&eid=2-s2.0-105005403244&sort=&clicked... ~ 5/5



