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CHAPTER EIGHT

AL-MANAR AND THE HADHRAMI ELITE IN
THE MALAY-INDONESIAN WORLD:
CHALLENGE AND RESPONSE!

Ahmed Tbrahim Abushouk

Ai-Mandr was an Arabic and reformist journal founded by Muhammad
Rashtd Rida in Cairo in 1898, and its primary objectives were to cxam-
ine the decadence of Mushim political institutions, underline the danger
of European colonialisim in the Muslim world, and promote the idea that
Islam was compatible with modernity and reason. The present chapter
atternpts to examine the intellectial influence of al-Manar among the
Hadhrami clite in the Malayv-Indonesian world, and critically assess 11s
role as the mouthpiece for the propagation of Abdub’s doctrines and
the accomplishment of his reforms. It first addresses the mission of
al-Manar as a reformist journal that worked towards the promotion of
social, religious and economic reforms in the Muslim world. Tt secondly
examines the religio-cultural hackground of the Hadhrami elite who
were influenced by the reformist mission of al-Afanar and subscribed 10
its ulttmate goal. The study finally lughlights the impact of al-VManar on
the religio-political and social structure of the Hadhrami diaspora in the
Malay-Indonesian world. and discusses how this impact resulted in the
establishment of a revivalist movement that rejected the conservative
attitude of blind imitation [lagfid) of the four schools of Islamic law,

I'his chapter is a part of a research project on the publicadons of al-Manar Jour-
nal (1898-1933; on Southeast Asia. The research was conducted during the last cwo
vears at the Main Library of the Internagonal Islamic University Malaysia “TIUNM
and thar of the Internatonal Instiute of Islamic Thought and Civilizaton ISTAC
of the same university. The outcome of this research project has been published in
two volumes endded: A-dthar al-Ramile B Muwellat el-Manar ‘an Janidb Sharg Asva [The
Complete Works of al-Manar Journal on Southeast Asia], Kuala Lumpur: Research
Cenwre TIUM 2006, The research pruject was pardally funded by the Rescarch
Management Centre of the Internagonal Islamic University Malavsia, whose support
I gratefully acknowledge. 1 am also indebied o my colleagues, Prof. Hassan Ahmed
Thrahim. Prof. Sved Nasir Kazmi and Dr. Wan Suhana Wan Sulong, who read this
chaprer in various drafts and offered constructive remarks. The chapter is also published
i The Roval Jonal of Asiafic Society, vol. 1773, 301-22.





