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PREFACE

The idea of the conference, known as Culture and Cognition in Language (CCL), was 
born almost ten years ago. Back then, we could not have imagined that this enterprise would 
evolve into a biennial event, attracting so many eminent linguists from across the globe.

The first edition of CCL took place in 2017, the second in 2019, and the third – delayed 
due to the global pandemic – in 2023. Now, in 2025, CCL4 is taking place for the first 
time outside of Rzeszów, in the picturesque town of Polańczyk, with 54 participants from 
26 universities and 10 countries. This meeting, set in such beautiful surroundings, would 
not have been possible without the generous support of NAWA (Polish National Agency 
for Academic Exchange), for which we extend our heartfelt thanks. We would also like to 
express our deepest gratitude to prof. Elżbieta Rokosz, the head of the Institute of English 
Studies, for her guidance and commitment throughout this endeavour. 

The fourth edition of Culture and Cognition in Language also marks the 30th 
anniversary of English Studies at the University of Rzeszów – a programme that had humble 
beginnings, with just a handful of staff members in its first year.

Thirty years later, the Institute of English Studies employs 35 researchers, including 
13 professors and 21 PhD holders. Its research scope encompasses cognitive linguistics, 
semantics, discourse and multimodal studies, morphology, translation studies, applied 
linguistics, as well as literature and cultural studies. Some of the Institute’s research findings 
have been published by renowned academic publishers, such as Routledge, de Gruyter, 
Edinburgh University Press, among others.

We hope that this edition of Culture and Cognition in Language will become a vibrant 
platform for meaningful exchange and fruitful discussions on the interplay between culture, 
cognition, and discourse.

We are truly delighted and thankful that you have chosen to be part of CCL4. We are 
wishing you a successful and enjoyable stay in Polańczyk – and already looking forward to 
welcoming you to CCL5 in April 2027.
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FRAMING THE ‘DEMON’: A COGNITIVE GRAMMAR ANALYSIS 
OF THE NEW YORK TIMES’ PORTRAYAL OF PALESTINIANS 

POST-OCTOBER 7, 2023

Keywords: attention, media framing, structural violence, demonization  
  
This study examines how The New York Times (NYT) linguistically mediates readers’ 

conceptualizations of Palestinians as existential threats through attention distribution 
(Hart, 2025), a process that selectively amplifies or suppresses facets of events to naturalize 
systemic violence. Analyzing 312 NYT news reports published between October 7, 2023, 
and April 7, 2024, the study uncovers a ‘demon’ schema – a cognitive-discursive framework 
that dehumanizes Palestinians by accentuating their agency as irrational aggressors while 
systematically erasing Israel’s structural oppression, including occupation and apartheid. 
This schema operates through grammatical and lexical strategies that prime audiences to 
cognitively align with narratives framing Palestinian resistance as irrational and malevolent 
and Israeli state violence as self-defense. 

Within Cognitive Critical Discourse Analysis (CCDA), attention distribution realizes 
identification strategies that determine which aspects of the October 7, 2023, events and 
the broader Israel-Palestine context are selected for conceptual representation and with 
what degree of salience. These strategies involve inclusion, exclusion, foregrounding, and 
backgrounding, shaping readers’ cognitive dispositions (Hart, 2025) to construct mental 
models of social reality. Central to this analysis is attention distribution, operationalized 
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through profiling as foregrounding elements and windowing as backgrounding or omitting 
elements (Langacker, 2008; Talmy, 2000).  

This framework is applied to a dataset of NYT articles retrieved through keyword 
searches including ‘Palestine’, ‘Gaza’, ‘Hamas’ and ‘Israel’, systematically coded for three 
cognitive discursive strategies. The first strategy, agent-based mystification, involves 
grammatical omissions that obscure the role of perpetrators, exemplified by nominalizations 
such as escalating tensions, which depoliticize Israel’s military escalation and conceal its 
enforcement of apartheid. The second strategy, patient-based mystification, employs lexical 
attenuation to anonymize harm, utilizing euphemisms like clashes and vague quantifiers 
such as casualties to sanitize violence, as demonstrated in targeted strikes, which dissociates 
bombing from its human consequences. The third strategy, representational framing, 
leverages trajector-landmark alignment (Langacker, 2008) to amplify perceptions of 
Palestinian threats, as in Protesters hurled rocks at soldiers, where Palestinians are framed 
as primary actors (trajectors), priming readers to interpret resistance as unprovoked 
aggression. 

Findings reveal three interconnected mechanisms of dehumanization. First, structural 
violence is erased through grammatical strategies that obscure Israel’s role as a settler-
colonial power. For instance, the clause Violence erupted in Gaza windows out Israel’s 
17-year siege (a continuation of its 56-year occupation and 75-year project of displacement 
since the 1948 Nakba) while syntactically profiling Palestinians as instigators. This framing 
mirrors colonial discourses that portray occupied populations as inherently irrational, 
deflecting attention from systemic oppression. Second, humanity is erased through lexical 
choices that anonymize suffering. Phrases like casualties were reported reduce mass death 
to bureaucratic abstraction, while Israel responded to provocations reframes bombardment as 
justified retaliation. Such lexical attenuation dissociates violence from its victims, rendering 
Palestinian lives as statistical footnotes rather than human narratives. Third, the demon is 
constructed through lexical predication (e.g. terror tunnels) and syntactic profiling, which 
amplify Palestinian agency as irrational and predatory. 

This study advances discourse analysis by theorizing the “demon” schema – a cognitive 
framework that media deploy to dehumanize occupied populations. Through Cognitive 
Grammar, it demonstrates how attention distribution in NYT foregrounds Palestinian 
agency as “irrational aggression” while backgrounding Israel’s settler-colonial violence, 
naturalizing asymmetrical power relations. By dissecting grammatical and lexical strategies 
that anonymize perpetrators and abstract systemic harm, the study exposes institutional 
media’s epistemic complicity in legitimizing oppression and violence.  
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