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Apply for admission

Are Singaporean parents scrambling to get
gene-edited babies? 57% support modifying
the next generation's IQ to become top

students!

2025-04-08 17:35:46 Source: Singapore Eye © Chonggqing report

Share

Singapore is notoriously competitive in its education environment, and a recently
published academic study reports that Singaporeans are much more supportive of
enhancing human cognitive abilities through new reproductive genetic technologies
such as polygenic embryo screening and gene editing than U.S. respondents in a

similar previous survey.

On average, 48% and 57% of respondents in Singapore are willing to use gene
editing and polygenic embryo screening to ensure that their offspring are eligible for
admission to top universities. These figures are much higher than the corresponding
figures of 34% and 43% among US respondents. Therefore, we discuss some
considerations on whether Singapore should allow cognitive enhancement to

improve educational outcomes.

The first caveat is that the idea that cognitively enhanced offspring will have

increased autonomy, through improved reasoning abilities, is a mistake .

However, this is unlikely to happen in a shame-based, competitive Confucian
society like Singapore, where individuals often experience resentment because they

perceive themselves as lagging behind their peers.

Conversely, the autonomy of cognitively enhanced offspring is likely to be limited by
their parents’ strict “tiger mom” parenting, as they “raise” expectations about these

technologies after investing huge amounts of money in them.

https://www.163.com/dy/article/JSLOFB5805148HD5.html
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The second caveat is that the idea that increased cognitive ability can improve
the overall well-being and individual happiness of future generations is a

mistake .

However, these cognitively enhanced offspring may have unique motivations and
desires that may be inconsistent with the idealized visions and higher expectations
of their parents and society. This disconnect may lead to a decrease in their
personal happiness and overall well-being, especially if they strive to live up to the

unrealistic expectations imposed on them by their parents and society.

In Singapore’s competitive educational environment and shame-oriented Confucian
culture, one’s sense of happiness and fulfillment often depends on one’s ability to
surpass or keep up with one’s peers. Allowing cognitive enhancement through such
technologies will only exacerbate the “Red Queen” effect, whereby offspring with
enhanced cognitive abilities will need to exert increasing effort to maintain their
relative social or academic status in competition with peers who have also received
similar cognitive enhancements. Parents must teach their children that true success
lies not in surpassing others, but in a meaningful life rooted in gratitude,
contribution, and moral strength. Therefore, the focus should be on developing
children’s resilience to face circumstances and challenges, instilling the concept of
contentment, and cultivating their sense of responsibility to their family and society.
Life is, after all, a short journey, and therefore, it is of utmost importance to seek

happiness guided by the values of kindness, honesty, and integrity.

A third warning is that the view that increased cognitive ability has the potential
to improve the future prospects and life achievements of future generations is

mistaken .

However, in Singapore, a good academic qualification is no longer enough to

guarantee employment prospects and career success for the cognitively enhanced

https://www.163.com/dy/article/JSLOFB5805148HD5.html
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countries has led to anjversurply of thth qujlified Tnivers lates, with at

haVin Gee—je degree or
above. This has created an imbalance in the local job market, with a growing

least eight out of ten young Singaporean adults now

shortage of workers with relevant technical and vocational skills.

In recent years, the Singapore government has increasingly recognized that job
market imbalances are a key social issue in Singapore and has emphasized that
education reforms must be aligned with labor market needs. Allowing cognitive
enhancement through polygenic embryo screening or gene editing could
exacerbate current imbalances, creating an oversupply of university degree holders
in an already saturated job market and exacerbating the shortage of workers with
relevant technical/vocational skills. This could lead to rampant youth unemployment

and political discontent.

Singaporean government policymakers should carefully study other Asian countries
to understand the social drawbacks of competitive education systems producing an
excess of highly qualified university graduates. In Japan and South Korea, many
university graduates face limited employment opportunities and are often forced to
accept part-time or temporary jobs with low wages and few benefits, fueling the "job
economy." In mainland China, many highly qualified university graduates work in
blue-collar jobs, leading to growing disillusionment and social alienation among

unemployed or underemployed youth.

A fourth caveat is that the idea that allowing widespread, free access to
cognitive enhancement technologies might somehow “level the playing field”
and thereby promote greater levels of socioeconomic equality is a mistake . It
might be true that, in an ideal world of perfect distributive justice, all families’
offspring would receive cognitive enhancement, with state subsidies for poorer
families. But in reality, this would be neither economically feasible nor politically
acceptable. The high costs of these technologies and the corresponding clinical
assisted reproductive procedures would make them prohibitively expensive and limit

access to families from poorer socioeconomic backgrounds.

It is expected that the state will lack the political will to subsidize cognitive
enhancement for poor families, as such expensive medical procedures can neither
save health nor life. As these advanced technologies are mainly available only to
wealthier families, cognitive enhancement is likely to be disproportionately
distributed to the affluent, further exacerbating existing socioeconomic inequalities.
This could exacerbate racial tensions in Singapore's multi-ethnic society, as there
are already large socioeconomic gaps between different ethnic groups. Widespread
use of such cognitive enhancement technologies would lead to further
marginalization of ethnic minorities, which would be detrimental to the Singapore

government's efforts to promote a more harmonious, inclusive and cohesive society.

https://www.163.com/dy/article/JSLOFB5805148HD5.html
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birth rate is faIIing’L sharply, an expeEsivelcogr nhancement
ntry’

placing a heavy financial burden on future parents .

technologies could further accelerate the co deMegem="decline by

As mentioned earlier, the Singapore government is unlikely to subsidize new
reproductive genetic technologies for cognitive enhancement, as these technologies
neither save lives nor health. Nevertheless, social and peer pressure may make it
difficult for future parents to resist using these technologies to give their offspring

the “best start in life.”

However, without state subsidies, prospective parents will have to bear the high
costs of these new technologies, which will make them hesitant to consider having
more offspring. As a result, it is expected that many couples who originally hoped to
have two or more children will eventually choose to have only one "cognitively
superior” child due to the heavy financial burden. This may accelerate the decline of
Singapore's demographic structure, with serious consequences for its future

economic growth and long-term survival as a nation-state.

In conclusion, healthcare policymakers in Singapore must carefully consider the
above considerations and rigorously assess the possible social repercussions of
allowing the use of such technologies to enhance cognitive abilities. Sociocultural
differences may lead to differences in healthcare policy priorities between
Singapore and Western countries, which place greater emphasis on overall harms

or benefits to society rather than patient autonomy and personal choice.

Author of this article:

Huang Wenjin (Singapore Fertility and IVF Consultants Pte Ltd), Sun Ningyu

(Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine) and Dr. Sayyed Mohamed

Muhsin (International Islamic University Malaysia - 11UM)

(The original title of the article is: "Singapore must be wary of using new

reproductive genetic technology to enhance cognitive ability". This article is the

author's opinion and does not represent the Singapore Eye platform.)
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Death row: A thought that turns into a devil

Column NetEase Renjian

The US military increased its troops in the Western
Pacific, a standoff occurred in Huangyan Island, the
+ Chinese route was intercepted, and the Philippine ship
- approached the Chinese Zhongnan ship

Wu Xuelan2025-04-17 14:38:49 0

/

Just now, Japan issued the "strongest voice"! 27
countries will turn to Asia, Trump completely
miscalculated

Proud and True 2025-04-17 15:26:42 0

[ Core Competitiveness] How to solve the competition
among peers

Column  Moshang Community

How big is the gap between China and the United
States? US media sees China as the leader in Asia,
Russian media: Is China superior to the US in only two
aspects?

Old Foreigner Popular Science 2025-04-16 14:43:59 1

South Koreans are broken: North Korea made $20
;&Ei.&i % billion from the Russia-Ukraine conflict, but South Korea
A% 5 B 720 .

HEIHERNE was badly cheated by the United States

MI52025-04-17 17:10:39 0

South Korea successfully poached North Korea's
"brother country", and an unknown wildfire occurred on
the 38th parallel

Ruirui Information 2025-04-15 15:17:58 0

The man's IQ is comparable to Einstein's at this
moment

Ruochen Editing 2025-04-17 08:48:20 1

The United States shuts down the global gene
database. Is China's scientific research being strangled
again?

52Hz Lab2025-04-13 22:11:49 3

Corn cobs, which are used as firewood by Chinese
people, are in short supply in South Korea. What do they
use them for?

Quanquan Exploration Bureau 2025-04-14 07:46:08 7
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Qingmi Funny 2025-04-15 15:31:07 5

Uu 1cc vvaily

China is using static tactics to slow down
development! Waiting for Trump to run out of ammunition!

Al Next Generation 2025-04-18 09:15:27 170

Trump is hit by tariffs, Putin steps down at a critical
moment, supporting China while offering an olive branch
to the US

Read all the wonderful things in the world 2025-04-18 01:11:09 0

It's not easy to live to this day with such high 1Q

Big Brother Funny Dubbing 2025-04-18 08:16:11 0

China reminds Vietnam of one thing: Trump is worried
that the United States will be brought down, and the US
Treasury Secretary takes the initiative to seek peace with
China

Read all the wonderful things in the world 2025-04-17 09:05:11 0

Korean street specialty iron plate pork offal, with a lot
of pork fat as the base, fried pork offal with rich and
delicious taste

Xiaozhu's daily life and work 2025-04-14 13:56:01 9

A rural guy was laughed at for his short height, so he
invented a magic tool, but now his 1Q is also laughed at

Muzijiang Handmade 2025-04-18 00:09:44 0

Poker card magic tutorial, do you understand?

Magician Xiaodong 2025-04-16 19:59:15 1

A doctoral student from the College of Horticulture of
Qingdao Agricultural University published his research
results as the first author in a top journal in Zone 1 (IF:
9.3)

Plant Research Progress2025-04-17 21:59:58 0

How did he become a boss with such intelligence?

Menglou loves to chase dramas 2025-04-16 17:17:07 0

Yoon Seok-yeol refuses to plead guilty, and news of
North Korea's giant warship comes, South Korea faces
multiple challenges

Strangers You and 12025-04-17 05:30:08 0
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i doIIaTS to tTue UniteF Stateﬁ. I dor’\'t knc his father is
S thinking. S
Dating Public 2025-04-15 09:21:31 257

I The experimental subject was eaten until only one bite
was left, but the high-throughput data was obtained and
the SCI paper was published with the residue

Biology 2025-04-17 17:57:12 0

The hyperthyroid brother immediately expressed his
position to China when he landed in the United States!
Now looking at Li Meiyue, no wonder the People's Daily
criticized

Visit History 2025-04-17 12:00:12 34

/&7 1 Is the US tariff war a demonstration of hegemony or a
'iéum;gag destruction of its own credibility? Why is Biden's value-
based diplomacy more dangerous?

Commentator Geng Xin 2025-04-15 19:33:25 1
Under high tariffs, Americans fly to China to shop

Qiu Zhijie2025-04-18 01:46:46 0

EigEEPER Trump didn't wait for China's call! Instead, he
' > MY received the most severe bombardment! The United
| States paid a heavy price!

Al Next Generation 2025-04-17 17:19:43 28

The 5 countries with the lowest 1Q in the world

Host: Xiaoshuang 2025-04-16 13:22:24 0

16-year-old genius student jumps off building, his father
, says: "This world can't accommodate you", the truth
behind it warns countless people

Xiaomin Youth said 2025-04-17 20:31:25 0

Foreigners see Chinese people growing their own
strawberries to eat, and Korean netizens are so envious
that they want to move to China!

Xiaozhe Dance Class 2025-04-16 14:10:09 1

"Lying down and thinking, | can laugh at the Southern
Liang Dynasty." The top student recited a fake ancient
poem on the honor roll, and the Chinese teacher was also
stunned

Xixi preaches 2025-04-17 19:59:18 0

Chinese dumplings were registered by South Korea first!
wgtom .,.*‘ The US approval caused public outrage. Chinese
: restaurants selling dumplings will also infringe

Chickan & Vogetoble 200
Dunmglisgs
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