










[Liu Zhewei Column] The bill to fix the term of
Congress is only a temporary solution, not a
fundamental solution
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The author believes that promoting fixed parliamentary terms is not a fundamental solution. (File photo: Malaysian
Perspective)

This problem was born out of the government's fear that MPs would change
the regime by jumping to other parties, which is what I call a mismatch
between the problem and the solution. The problem is MPs jumping to other
parties, not ignoring the spirit of democracy and governing.

Till today, it is not clear what the point of fixed parliamentary terms that the
government is trying to bring in is, so I have tried to approach it from a different
angle.
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First, fix the election date

I supported this idea many years ago. In traditional parliamentary
democracies, the incumbent prime minister has the advantage in deciding the
date of dissolution of parliament, so any incumbent prime minister can use this
advantage to decide the date and timing of dissolution of parliament that is
beneficial to him. This is the reason for the uncertainty of election dates, which
leads to uncertainty in official and personal planning, economic investment and
investor confidence, and even unfair political competition between the
government and the opposition.

For me, it is better to fix the election date and eliminate unnecessary
uncertainty. The Fixed Term of Parliament Act 2011 fixed the date of the
election of the British Parliament, and the election will be held in May every
five years after the general election on May 7, 2015. If the British Parliament
thinks that an early election should be held by a two-thirds majority, an
exemption can be granted, in other words, there is room for any unexpected
circumstances. If necessary unexpected circumstances occur along the way, I
don't think the opposition will vote against it. However, if such a date change is
only beneficial to the government, the opposition will definitely vote against it.
This also means that changing the date is not necessary for the whole country.

Second, the government decides the election date

While we don’t know exactly what the government is thinking, I believe the
difference in opinion is largely due to this reason rather than the fixed election
date.

The government hopes that after the elections they will be able to govern and
not be removed from office, while the opposition hopes that they can gain
power through constitutional means such as the Sheraton move and the latest
Dubai move.

As mentioned in my article last week, I am personally against such moves.
However, it is a terrible idea to keep a party in power in an undemocratic way
without giving the opposition room to challenge. What if the government is not
good at governing? I am not referring to the current government, but any
government elected in the future. Checks and balances are necessary, and so
is the elimination of absolute power. That is why in liberal democracies, they
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not only have a framework on how to grant power to individuals or institutions,
but also how to take it away from them. Otherwise, giving them absolute power
for even just five years is extremely dangerous.

A historical event that deserves our attention is Adolf Hitler, the leader of Nazi
Germany. He also gained supreme power in Germany through democratic
means, but because too much power was concentrated in his hands, he
became a dictator. A simple conclusion of this historical event is that if too
much power is given without any checks and balances, then elected leaders
may also become dictators.

The author suggested reintroducing the old anti-hopping law to prevent the government from collapsing due to
personal interests. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

Third, reintroduce the old anti-job-hopping law

This is another topic I have discussed many times. If the concern is to stop
MPs from jumping to another opposition party, then introduce effective anti-
party-hopping laws.
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Related articles
EU reaches agreement on media freedom law
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/476768)
EU introduces world's first law regulating artificial intelligence
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/475830)
Government to introduce new bill to tackle cyberbullying
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/473724)

The loopholes in the current version of the anti-job-hopping law are the main
reason for the subsequent concerns, so I suggest reintroducing the old
version. You can refer to my previous article
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/4709800) "A Lesson: The
New Anti-Job-hopping Law Is Not as Good as the Old One" .

By limiting MPs from defecting, there is no worry about the government
collapsing. At the same time, if the current government is really bad and even
the MPs of the ruling party think it is wrong to continue to support it, they can
resign or be expelled from their party, thus prompting an election. If the voters
themselves agree with the MP's ideas, the MP who is about to defect can win
the by-election, and the same happens to other MPs who want to leave the
government, causing the government to collapse.

Reintroducing the old anti-hopping law can prevent the government from
collapsing due to personal interests, so that we can have a stable government,
but at the same time, the bill itself leaves room for overthrowing a bad
government.

in conclusion

Absolute power leads to absolute corruption. If any government has absolute
power, even if it is obtained through democratic elections, it is still not ideal.

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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【Members’ Views】The Government should reconsider the establishment of the
Transboundary Haze Act (https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/465230)
Several departments discuss drafting bill to curb ticket scalping; Coldplay concert sells 71,000
tickets (https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/444067)
The King has approved five bills in Parliament; Deputy Speaker hopes that the Ministerial
Question and Answer session will be limited to 15 questions
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/443852)

If you want to leave a comment, please subscribe or log in.
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