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It is also morally incorrect for Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim to accept support from five PN MPs. (File photo: Malaysian
Insight)

I despise those involved in Operation Dubai, don't they have more important
things to do?

A lot of people have asked me related questions recently, so let me answer
them here.

First, will similar actions continue to happen in the future?
Last weekend, a Malay media asked me a question, and my response was
that it is not just the "Sheraton Action", "London Action" and "Dubai Action".
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Similar actions will continue to happen after this parliamentary term ends. As
for whether they will be successful, that will be another question, but they will
definitely continue to happen.

The two reasons why this happens are firstly the greed of those politicians who
want to acquire power unethically and secondly the current laws cannot control
their greed.

Second, whose fault is this?
The most straightforward answer is the people involved in these actions, and I
agree with that. However, if we go a little deeper, the greed of politicians
should be able to be controlled through laws. If the anti-hopping law works
well, there should be no such actions, simply because the law and the
constitution would prevent them from doing so. It is that simple.

Unfortunately, the current version of the anti-hopping law is completely
useless. This is why I have often promoted the old anti-hopping law over the
years.

Secondly, it is also morally incorrect for Prime Minister Anwar to accept support
from 5 PN MPs. If you can accept such support, similarly, you cannot blame
your opponents for doing the same. This reminds me of the Perak incident in
2008 when Anwar first accepted two state assemblymen from UMNO to join
the People's Alliance.

When three Pakatan Rakyat state assemblymen later changed their stance
and defected to UMNO, Anwar no longer had the moral standing to condemn
the actions of these three Pakatan Rakyat state assemblymen.

Third, is it possible for Operation Dubai to succeed?
Although Operation Dubai has been hotly discussed these days, I personally
think it will not succeed, mainly for two reasons.

GPS leaders and supporters have little hope of cooperating with PAS, especially after PAS made many right-wing
statements. (File photo: Malaysian Insight)

First, let’s count the numbers. Pakatan Harapan has 82 members and I think
the chances of them switching are low. Similarly, for the 23 MPs from Sarawak
Party Alliance, I don’t think they have any motivation to switch, especially after
the Anwar government promised to give them so much autonomy.
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On top of that, their leadership and supporters can hardly work with PAS,
especially after PAS has made many right-wing statements. Plus Anwar has
close ties with several UMNO leaders, so Anwar can easily get 112 votes. So,
mathematically speaking, I don't think this will work.

Secondly, there is not much benefit for MPs from the ruling party to switch to
the opposition. In this regard, we can divide them into the top leaders of the
ruling party and the MPs. As for the top leaders, I don’t think anyone will join
the PN just for the prime ministership. After all, there are many leaders in the
Bersatu party vying for the position, and it is almost impossible to lure them
with the prime ministership.

On the other hand, similar to the Sheraton move, the only way to attract MPs
to support PN is to offer benefits to those who switch parties. Those MPs from
the ruling party who are already satisfied with their political rewards have no
motivation to switch parties at all. Therefore, only those who do not have
positions are likely to be tempted. Similar to the position of Prime Minister, the
leaders of PN are also waiting to be appointed to various positions. There are
too many monks and too little porridge.
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Related articles
Zhang Shengwen urged to stop arguing about "Dubai Operation" and focus on developing the
economy and solving people's difficulties
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/478886)
"In order to meet the expectations of the unity government" Fahmi: J-KOM will be reorganized  
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/478806)
"Dubai Operation" causes panic among foreign investors; Lazari sneers at unity government for
making things worse (https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/478802)
Mazuki: Dubai action is fabricated (https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/478781)
Revealing the Dubai operation caused the government to be attacked by enemies, Fuya urged
to reorganize J-KOM (https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/478774)
Anwar is not afraid of Dubai action: "It has no impact on the Tuanku government"
(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/chinese/s/478714)

If staying in Anwar’s government brings the same benefits as jumping to the
opposition, I don’t see the logic in any ruling party MP abandoning an existing
government and taking the risk of joining an uncertain opposition camp. 

Conclusion
Such moves to overthrow the government will continue until the anti-party
defection law is amended. However, I am skeptical of any planned moves
during the current parliamentary term and do not think they will succeed unless
there is a huge political change.
 

* Liu Zhewei is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Political
Science at the International Islamic University. Prior to this, he also taught at
other institutions of higher learning. Liu Zhewei obtained his bachelor's and
master's degrees in political science from the National University of Malaysia,
and his doctorate in political science from the University of Bristol, UK.
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