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I. Introduction 
In Islam and many religious traditions, including Judaism, and Christianity, prophethood is a fundamental concept. Prophets,  whose roles are to guide people toward righteousness, warn them against sin, and provide moral and spiritual leadership, are individuals chosen by Allah to convey His divine message to humanity. The belief in prophethood is one of the core tenets of faith in Islam, emphasizing that throughout history, Allah has sent prophets to various communities to deliver His guidance.[endnoteRef:1]  [1: End Notes

 Hafiz, A., Romdaniah, L., Nizar, R., & Mauliza, S. (2024). Konsep kenabian dan ajaran moral dalam agama-agama. Rayah Al-Islam, 8(1), pp. 66 – 79. DOI 10.37274/rais.v8i1.912.] 

The concept of prophethood underscores the compassionate nature of Allah, who continually provides guidance and direction to humanity through His chosen messengers. These prophets, endowed with divine wisdom and insight, serve as exemplary models of virtue and obedience to Allah's will. They are entrusted with the responsibility of delivering Allah's revelations, which often include moral directives, religious laws, and eschatological insights.[endnoteRef:2]  [2:  Elshinawy, S. M. (2018). The prophecies of prophet Muhammad: Proofs of prophethood series. https://yaqeeninstitute.org.my/read/paper/the-prophecies-of-prophet-muhammad] 

Prophets are seen as bridges between the divine and the earthly realms, translating Allah's will into a form that humans can understand and implement in their lives. Their messages are meant to bring about spiritual and social reform, emphasizing justice, compassion, and the worship of Allah. In delivering their messages, prophets often face significant challenges, including rejection, persecution, and disbelief, yet their perseverance and commitment to their divine mission remain unwavering.
In Islamic tradition, the chain of prophethood culminates with Muhammad (PBUH), who is considered the final prophet, or "Khatam An-Nabiyyin."[endnoteRef:3] His coming is viewed as the completion of the prophetic mission, bringing the final and most comprehensive revelation from Allah, the Quran. The life and teachings of Prophet Muhammad serve as a model for Muslims worldwide, guiding them in all aspects of life.[endnoteRef:4]  [3:  The meaning of Khatam-an-Nabiyyin is “Seal of the Prophets” in the Arabic language]  [4:  Mat Zini, M. N., Hashimi, I., & Junoh, N. (2018). Konsep nubuwwah menurut Shah Wali Allah Al-Dihlawi. Jurnal Pengurusan dan Penyelidikan Fatwa, Special Edition, pp. 265 – 287. ISSN: 2232-1047 eISSN: 0127-8886] 

The concept of prophethood highlights the continuous and dynamic interaction between Allah and humanity, where divine guidance is progressively revealed to address the evolving spiritual and moral needs of people. Through prophets, Allah's voice reaches across generations, providing a timeless and universal message of faith, morality, and devotion.

II. Definition and Meaning of Prophethood
Prophethood is a pivotal concept in many religious traditions, especially in the Abrahamic faiths of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. It involves the belief in and reverence for prophets—individuals chosen by Allah to convey His divine messages to humanity. This concept encompasses a range of roles and functions that these individuals fulfill, as well as the broader theological implications of their missions.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Makmur, N., Baihaqi, N. N., Hidayat, M. R., Khasanah, M., & Kumalasari, A. M. (2022). Studi komparatif konsep kenabian dalam kitab suci al-Qur’an, Tanakh, Bibel dan Weda. Abrahamic Religions: Jurnal Studi Agama-Agama, 2(1), pp. 90 – 105. E - ISSN: 2797-6440 P - ISSN: 2797-7722] 

Prophethood can be defined as the institution established by Allah wherein He selects certain individuals, known as prophets, to be His messengers. These prophets are endowed with divine inspiration and tasked with communicating Allah's will, laws, and guidance to their communities. They serve as intermediaries between Allah and humans, bringing revelation, moral instruction, and warnings about the consequences of sin and disobedience.
The meaning of prophethood is multifaceted, encompassing several key aspects[endnoteRef:6]: [6:  Ansari, M. (2023). Modern Debates on Prophecy and Prophethood in Islam: Muhammad Iqbal and Said Nursi. DOI:10.4324/9781003275848 ISBN: 9781003275848.
Bashir, A. Q. (2016). The Western understanding to the meaning of the prophethood. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 219, pp.  846 – 855.
Ibrahim, Z. (2009). A prophet or a messenger: How bona fide a Qur’anic concept? The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences, 26 (1), pp. 20 – 46.] 

a) Divine Communication:
· Prophethood signifies a direct line of communication between the divine and the human realms. Through prophets, Allah reveals His will, providing guidance, commandments, and knowledge that are beyond ordinary human comprehension.
b) Guidance and Instruction:
· Prophets serve as guides, offering moral and ethical instruction to their communities. They clarify what is right and wrong, urging people to live righteous lives under divine principles.
c) Warning and Accountability:
· Prophets often come with warnings about the consequences of turning away from Allah’s guidance. They remind people of the transient nature of life and the eternal consequences of their actions, emphasizing accountability in the hereafter.
d) Reform and Renewal:
· Prophethood involves calling for social, spiritual, and moral reforms. Prophets challenge existing injustices, corrupt practices, and deviations from divine teachings, urging a return to righteous living and true worship.
e) Exemplification:
· Prophets embody the teachings they convey. Their lives serve as practical examples of how to live following Allah’s will, offering a model for others to follow.
f) Revelation:
· Central to prophethood is the concept of revelation, which includes sacred texts and divine commandments. These revelations are often compiled into scriptures that become foundational to the respective religious traditions (e.g., the Torah, the Bible, the Quran).
g) Intercession:
· In many traditions, prophets are seen as intercessors who pray for their people and seek Allah’s mercy on their behalf, especially in times of distress or on the Day of Judgment.

Theological Implications
The belief in prophethood carries several theological implications[endnoteRef:7]: [7:  Azis, A. (2018). Falsafah Nubuwwah al-Farabi. Analisis: Jurnal Studi Keislaman. 18. 21-38. 10.24042/ajsk.v18i1.3301.] 

a) Monotheism and Divine Sovereignty:
· Prophethood underscores the oneness of Allah and His sovereignty over creation. It reinforces the idea that Allah is actively involved in guiding and sustaining His creation through His chosen messengers.
b) Human Agency and Free Will:
· Prophethood highlights the role of human agency and free will. While prophets convey divine messages, individuals are given the choice to accept or reject this guidance, emphasizing personal responsibility and moral accountability.
c) Continuity and Fulfillment:
· Prophethood ensures the continuity of divine guidance across different epochs and societies. Each prophet builds upon the teachings of previous prophets, culminating in the finality of prophethood with the last prophet in Islam, Muhammad (PBUH), whose message is seen as the completion and fulfillment of all previous revelations.

III. Prophethood in Islam
In Islam, prophethood is one of the fundamental articles of faith. Muslims believe in a long line of prophets starting with Adam and including Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, and culminating with Muhammad (PBUH). Each prophet brought guidance suited to their specific time and community, but the core message of monotheism and submission to Allah's will remain consistent[endnoteRef:8]. [8:  Al-Mawdudi, S. A. Finality of Prophethood. The Islamic Publications Limited, 13-E, Shah Alam Market, Lahore (Pakistan)] 

a) Finality of Prophethood (Khatam an-Nabiyyin):
· Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is considered the last prophet, sealing the line of prophethood. His coming signifies the completion of divine revelation, with the Quran serving as humanity's final and most comprehensive guide.
b) Sunnah:
· The life and teachings of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), known as the Sunnah, complement the Quran and provide a detailed blueprint for living a life that adheres to Islamic principles. His sayings and actions are meticulously documented and followed by Muslims worldwide.

IV. The Difference between the Prophet and Rasul
In Islamic terminology, the terms Prophet (Nabi) and Messenger (Rasul) denote two distinct roles, though they often overlap. Here are the main differences between the two[endnoteRef:9]: [9:  All rasuls are prophet but not all prophets are rasuls.] 

Prophet (Nabi)
a) General Guidance: A Prophet is someone who receives divine revelation but is primarily tasked with guiding a specific community or people.
b) No New Sharia (Law): Prophets do not bring new laws or scriptures. They uphold and reinforce the existing divine laws given by previous Messengers.
c) Continuity: Prophets continue the work of previous Messengers, reminding their communities to adhere to established religious teachings and laws.
d) Role: Their main role is to provide moral and spiritual guidance and to warn their people against wrongdoing.
Messenger (Rasul)
a) Specific Mission: A Messenger is sent with a specific mission to convey a new message or divine law to the people.
b) New Sharia (Law): Messengers receive new scriptures or laws from Allah. They are tasked with introducing and establishing these new religious practices.
c) Broader Scope: The message of a Messenger often has a broader scope, sometimes intended for all of humanity rather than just a specific community.
d) Foundation: Messengers lay down new foundations and are often pivotal in establishing major religious movements.
Overlap and Examples
a) Overlap: All Messengers are Prophets, but not all Prophets are Messengers. This means every Messenger (Rasul) is also a Prophet (Nabi), but Prophets do not always hold the same role or responsibilities as Messengers.
b) Examples:
· Prophets: Aaron (Harun) is considered a Prophet but not a Messenger. He assisted his brother Moses (Musa) in conveying Allah's message but did not bring a new law himself.
· Messengers: Moses (Musa), David (Dawood),  Jesus (Isa), and Muhammad are examples of Messengers. They brought new scriptures (Torah, Zabur, Gospel, and Quran, respectively) and established new religious laws.

V. The Importance of the Prophet and the Revelation
The importance of the Prophet (Nabi) is as follows[endnoteRef:10]: [10:  Solihu, A. K. H. (2009). Revelation and prophethood in the Islamic worldview. Journal of Islam in Asia, Vol. 6 (1), pp. 167 – 189.] 

a) Role Models: Prophets serve as exemplary models for moral and righteous behavior. They embody the principles of faith, patience, compassion, and adherence to Allah's will.
b) Guidance: Prophets provide direct guidance from Allah. Their lives, actions, and teachings offer a practical framework for living a life that pleases Allah.
c) Intercessors: They act as intercessors, praying for their communities and seeking Allah’s mercy on their behalf.
d) Unified Message: Despite the diversity of cultures and contexts in which they appeared, Prophets delivered a consistent message of monotheism, justice, and compassion.
e) Community Builders: Prophets play a crucial role in uniting people and building strong, cohesive communities based on divine principles.
f) Miracles: Through the miracles they perform, Prophets affirm their divine connection, reinforcing their legitimacy and the truth of their message.
Importance of Revelation
a) Divine Guidance: Revelation is how Allah communicates His will, laws, and guidance to humanity. It provides the ultimate source of truth and wisdom.
b) Foundation of Faith: The revelations received by Prophets are foundational texts for religious beliefs and practices. In Islam, the Quran is the final and most complete revelation.
c) Moral Framework: Revelation provides a comprehensive moral and ethical framework for individuals and societies, addressing all aspects of life, including worship, social justice, and personal conduct.
d) Legal System: Revelation forms the basis of Sharia (Islamic law), guiding Muslims in legal, social, and personal matters.
e) Spiritual Connection: Through revelation, believers connect with the divine. Reciting, memorizing, and reflecting on these holy texts is a means of spiritual growth and closeness to Allah.
f) Historical Continuity: Revelations link past, present, and future generations of believers, creating a sense of historical continuity and shared identity among followers.

Interplay Between Prophets and Revelation
a) Conveyors of Revelation: Prophets are the chosen individuals through whom Allah’s revelations are delivered. They interpret and exemplify the teachings of these revelations.
b) Contextualization: Prophets contextualize divine messages, making them relevant to their specific communities and circumstances. They demonstrate how to live according to divine laws in various contexts.
c) Preservation and Transmission: Prophets ensure that revelations are accurately preserved and transmitted to future generations, often compiling these teachings into sacred texts.
d) Implementation: Prophets implement divine laws and principles in their societies, serving as both spiritual and temporal leaders. Their leadership helps establish communities grounded in the values of the revelation.

VI. The Role and Function of the Prophet in Human Life
The role and function of the Prophet in human life are multifaceted and deeply impactful, serving as a divine bridge between Allah and humanity. Here are the key roles and functions of a Prophet in human life:
a) Conveyor of Divine Message
· Revelation: Prophets receive and convey Allah’s revelations to humanity. This ensures that divine guidance reaches people directly.
· Scriptures: They bring scriptures that become the foundational texts for religious beliefs, laws, and ethics (e.g., Torah, Bible, Quran).
b)  Exemplar of Righteous Living
· Role Models: Prophets serve as exemplary figures whose lives reflect the principles and values taught in the divine revelations.
· Imitation: Believers look to Prophets for examples of how to lead a life that pleases Allah, encompassing personal behavior, social interactions, and spiritual devotion.
c) Moral and Ethical Guides
· Ethics and Morality: Prophets provide clear moral and ethical guidelines, helping people distinguish between right and wrong.
· Justice and Compassion: They emphasize justice, compassion, and mercy, urging people to act fairly and kindly toward others.
d)     Spiritual Leaders
· Connection to Allah: Prophets facilitate a deeper connection between individuals and Allah, helping people understand the divine will and fostering spiritual growth.
· Prayer and Worship: They teach the correct forms of worship and prayer, leading by example in their devotion and spirituality.
e)  Community Builders
· Unification: Prophets unite people around a common faith and purpose, creating cohesive communities based on shared beliefs and values.
· Conflict Resolution: They mediate disputes and promote peace within and between communities, ensuring social harmony.
f)     Warners and Givers of Glad Tidings
· Warning Against Sin: Prophets warn people against sinful behaviors and the consequences of disobeying Allah’s commandments.
· Promise of Reward: They also provide hope and encouragement by promising divine rewards for righteousness and faithfulness.
g)    Lawgivers and Reformers
· New Laws: Some Prophets bring new laws and reforms, updating or replacing previous religious laws to suit the needs of their time and people (e.g., Muhammad with the Quran and Sharia).
· Social Reform: They address societal issues, challenging injustices and advocating for reforms to improve society's moral and social fabric.
h)    Miracle Workers
· Divine Signs: Through miracles, Prophets demonstrate their divine connection, reinforcing the truth of their message and strengthening the faith of their followers.
· Faith and Conviction: Miracles inspire faith and conviction among people, often leading to greater acceptance of the divine message.
i) Educators and Teachers
· Knowledge and Wisdom: Prophets impart divine knowledge and wisdom, educating people about Allah, the purpose of life, and the path to salvation.
· Intellectual and Spiritual Growth: They promote both intellectual and spiritual growth, encouraging people to seek knowledge and understanding.
j) Intercessors
· Prayers for the People: Prophets pray for their communities, seeking Allah’s mercy and forgiveness on their behalf.
· Day of Judgment: On the day of judgment, a time of great anxiety and fear for many, every person will be held accountable for their deeds. On this day, Prophet Muhammad, the first person to enter Jannah, is granted the authority to intercede for those who have faith in Allah and have followed his teachings, even if they have sinned, and this is seen as a mercy and blessing for the faithful. Muhammad will make intercession by pleading with Allah to forgive the sins of certain individuals or to lift their punishment. This intercession will be granted by Allah’s will, based on His mercy and the Prophet’s status, and is typically reserved for those who have faith in Allah and have adhered to the principles of Islam. Therefore, it is not a blanket guarantee for everyone but is based on specific criteria including sincere repentance and faith.

VII. The Reasons Prophets Were Chosen among Men
Prophets were chosen among men for several compelling reasons, reflecting the divine wisdom in selecting human beings to convey Allah's message to humanity. Here’s an elaboration on these reasons:
a) Relatability and Accessibility
· Human Experience: Prophets, being human, share the same experiences, challenges, and emotions as those they are sent to guide. This makes their message more relatable and accessible to others.
· Empathy and Understanding: They can empathize with the struggles and aspirations of their communities, providing guidance that resonates with their followers' lived experiences.
b) Practical Exemplars
· Living Examples: Prophets serve as practical, living examples of how to implement divine guidance in daily life. Their actions, decisions, and interactions offer tangible models for others to follow.
· Moral Standards: By embodying high moral and ethical standards, Prophets demonstrate that ordinary people can lead righteous lives.
c) Communication
· Language and Culture: Prophets are chosen from within the communities they are sent to, ensuring they speak the same language and understand the cultural context. This facilitates effective communication of the divine message.
· Trust and Credibility: Being part of the community, Prophets often have established trust and credibility, which aids in gaining acceptance of their message.
d) Human Free Will and Accountability
· Role Models of Free Will: Prophets, like all humans, possess free will. Their choice to obey Allah and lead righteous lives sets a powerful example of human potential and accountability.
· Encouraging Righteousness: Their lives encourage others to make similar choices, reinforcing the idea that adhering to divine guidance is within human capability.
e) Historical Continuity
· Consistent Message: Prophets maintain a continuity of the divine message across generations. They reinforce and build upon the teachings of previous Prophets, ensuring a consistent and evolving religious tradition.
· Connection to the Past: By choosing Prophets from among men, there is a tangible link to the past, helping to preserve and transmit religious heritage and values.
f) Challenges and Perseverance
· Overcoming Challenges: Prophets often face significant challenges and opposition. Their perseverance in the face of adversity inspires their followers to remain steadfast in their faith and moral convictions.
· Demonstrating Faith: Their unwavering faith and resilience serve as powerful demonstrations of trust in Allah and the importance of upholding divine principles, even in difficult circumstances.
g) Human Emotions and Relationships
· Emotional Connection: Prophets experience human emotions, enabling them to connect deeply with their followers on an emotional level. This connection fosters a strong sense of community and mutual support.
· Family and Social Roles: They also fulfill family and social roles, showing how divine guidance can be integrated into all aspects of human life, including relationships, family, and community responsibilities.
h) Miracles and Signs
· Human Witnesses: The miracles performed by Prophets are witnessed by their contemporaries, providing direct and compelling evidence of their divine mission.
· Strengthening Faith: These miracles strengthen the faith of their followers and help in convincing skeptics of the authenticity of the Prophet’s message.
i) Mediation and Intercession
· Mediators: Prophets act as mediators between Allah and humanity, conveying Allah’s will and seeking forgiveness on behalf of their communities.
· Intercession: In many religious traditions, Prophets intercede with Allah on behalf of their followers, advocating for mercy and guidance[endnoteRef:11]. [11:  In Islamic terminology, the word al-shafa‘ah (intercession) refers to when the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) or someone else asks Allah to grant some benefit to someone in the hereafter. https://dorar.net/en/aqadia/104 ] 


VIII. Challenges Faced by the Previous Rasuls
The Messengers (Rasuls) of the past faced numerous challenges as they conveyed Allah’s messages to their communities. These challenges often stemmed from social, political, and cultural resistance to the divine message. Here’s a discussion of some of the key challenges faced by previous Rasuls:
a) Rejection and Mockery
· Lack of Belief: Many people refused to believe in the Rasuls’ messages, often dismissing them as lies or fabrications.
· Mockery and Ridicule: Rasuls were frequently mocked and ridiculed by their communities. For example, Prophet Noah (Nuh) was mocked for building an ark far from any water source.
b) Persecution and Hostility
· Physical Harm: Rasuls often faced physical persecution, including threats to their lives and physical assaults. Prophet Muhammad was attacked and faced multiple assassination attempts.
· Social Ostracism: They and their followers were often ostracized from their communities, leading to social isolation and economic hardship.
c) Opposition from Leaders and Authorities
· Political Opposition: Ruling elites and political authorities often viewed Rasuls as threats to their power and status quo. Prophet Moses (Musa) faced significant opposition from the Pharaoh.
· Economic Threat: The message of the Rasuls sometimes threatened the economic interests of powerful groups, leading to strong opposition. For instance, the Quraysh tribe opposed Prophet Muhammad because his monotheistic message threatened their control over the Kaaba and the associated pilgrimage trade.
d) Cultural and Religious Resistance
· Established Traditions: Rasuls often had to challenge deeply ingrained cultural and religious traditions, which led to resistance from those who were attached to the old ways.
· Idolatry and Polytheism: Many communities practiced idolatry and polytheism, and the monotheistic message of the Rasuls was often met with strong resistance. Prophet Abraham (Ibrahim) faced opposition for rejecting idol worship.
e) Family and Personal Sacrifices
· Family Rejection: Rasuls sometimes faced rejection and opposition from their own families. For instance, Prophet Muhammad’s uncle, Abu Lahab, was a staunch opponent.
· Personal Sacrifices: Rasuls had to make significant personal sacrifices, including enduring hardship, poverty, and in some cases, exile. Prophet Joseph (Yusuf) was betrayed by his brothers and sold into slavery.
f) Patience and Perseverance
· Long Periods of Waiting: Some Rasuls had to wait long periods before seeing any positive response from their communities. Prophet Noah preached for 950 years with very few followers.
· Continued Efforts: Despite the continuous challenges, Rasuls had to persist in their mission without losing hope or giving up.
g) False Accusations and Slander
· Character Assassination: Rasuls were often falsely accused of being madmen, sorcerers, or liars. Prophet Jesus (Isa) faced accusations of blasphemy and false prophethood.
· Misrepresentation: Their messages were sometimes misrepresented or distorted by opponents to discredit them.
h) Testing of Faith and Commitment
· Severe Tests: Rasuls and their followers were tested severely to prove their faith and commitment. Prophet Abraham was tested with the command to sacrifice his son.
· Endurance: These tests often require immense patience, resilience, and unwavering faith in Allah’s plan.

IX. Prophet Muhammad PBUH as the final Prophet (Khatam An-Nabiyyin).
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) holds a unique and significant position in Islam as the final Prophet, often referred to as "Khatam An-Nabiyyin" (Seal of the Prophets). This concept is foundational in Islamic belief, marking the completion and perfection of prophethood.[endnoteRef:12] Here’s a detailed discussion of the significance of Prophet Muhammad as the final Prophet: [12:  Mohd Noor, M., Suyurno, S. S., Meerangani, K. A., & Abdul Razak, A. Q. (2021). Sunnah al-nubuwwah: Hıkmah dan kepentıngan pengutusan kenabıan. International Conference and Muktamar on Prophetic Sunnah (ICMAS 2021). Retrieved from https://ejournal.unipsas.edu.my/index.php/jhepi/article/download/233/192/420
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a) Quranic Basis
· Verses in the Quran: The Quran explicitly states that Muhammad is the final prophet. In Surah Al-Ahzab (33:40), it says: "Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is the Messenger of Allah and the last (end) of the Prophets. And Allah is Ever All-Aware of everything."
b) Finality of Prophethood
· Completion of Divine Message: Prophet Muhammad’s mission resonates with the completion and culmination of all previous prophetic missions. He brought the Quran, the final and complete revelation, and considered the ultimate guidance for humanity.
· Universal Message: Unlike previous prophets, who were sent to specific communities, Muhammad’s message is universal, and intended for all of humanity regardless of race, ethnicity, or geography.
c) Role as the Seal of the Prophets
· Seal of the Prophets: The title "Khatam an-Nabiyyin" signifies that Muhammad is the last in the line of prophets. This means no new prophet will come after him, and his teachings and the Quran are to remain the final source of divine guidance.
· Preservation of the Message: The Quran, as the final revelation, has been preserved meticulously, and Muhammad’s life (Sunnah) is documented in great detail to ensure that his teachings remain accessible to future generations.
d) His Life as a Model
· Perfect Example: Muhammad’s life is the perfect example for Muslims. His character, actions, and teachings provide a comprehensive guide on how to lead a life that aligns with divine principles.
· Comprehensive Guidance: He guided all aspects of life, including personal conduct, family life, social justice, economic transactions, and governance.
e) Unity and Consistency
· Unified Ummah: The finality of prophethood under Muhammad fosters unity among Muslims, as they all follow the same teachings and guidance. This helps maintain a consistent and cohesive understanding of Islam.
· Avoidance of Sectarianism: The belief in the finality of prophethood helps prevent the rise of new claimants to prophethood, which could lead to divisions and sectarianism within the Muslim community.
f) Intercession on the Day of Judgment
· Role in the Hereafter: Prophet Muhammad will intercede on behalf of his followers on the Day of Judgment, seeking mercy and forgiveness for them from Allah. This underscores his unique and enduring connection to his community. 
g) Comprehensive Sharia
· Sharia (Islamic Law): Prophet Muhammad’s teachings, along with the Quran, form the basis of Sharia. This legal and moral code is seen as comprehensive and sufficient for guiding all aspects of human life until the end of time.
· Dynamic Application: While the core principles remain unchanged, the Sharia allows for dynamic interpretation to address new issues and challenges that arise over time, based on the Quran and Sunnah.
h) Continuity of Prophetic Tradition
· Succession of Guidance: After the death of Prophet Muhammad, the responsibility of guiding the Muslim community lies with the scholars (ulama) and leaders who interpret and apply his teachings. This ensures the continuity of his message.
· Spiritual Legacy: The spiritual and moral legacy of Prophet Muhammad continues to inspire and guide Muslims, promoting a deep sense of connection and continuity with his mission.

X. Deeds that entitle one to the Syafa’ah (Intercession)
Among the deeds that will entitle a believer to Prophet Muhammad’s syafa’ah are:
· Sending ṣalawāt upon the prophet: The Messenger of Allah ﷺ said, “The closest of people to me on the Day of Judgement will be those who send the most ṣalawāt upon me” (Tirmidhī).

· Constant sujud (prostration) to Allah and taking care of the Solah (prayer): It was narrated from Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said, “I have been given five things that were not given to anyone before me: I have been supported with fear for the distance of one month; the earth has been made a place of prostration and a means of purification for me, so wherever a man of my ummah is when the time for prayer comes, let him pray; booty has been permitted to me and it was not permitted to anyone before me; I have been granted intercession; and every Prophet was sent only to his people, but I have been sent to all humankind.” (Al-Bukhari).

· Reciting Adzan Du’a: It was narrated from Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said, “Whoever says when he hears the call to prayer: ‘Allahumma Rabba hadhihi’l-da‘wat il-tammah wa’l-salat il-qa’imah, ati Muhammadan al-wasilata wa’l-fadilah, wab‘athhu maqaman mahmudan illadhi wa‘adtah (O Allah, Lord of this perfect call and the prayer to be offered, grant Muhammad the privilege (of intercession) and also the eminence, and resurrect him to the station of praise and honor that You have promised),’ my intercession for him will become due on the Day of Resurrection.” (Al-Bukhari)

· Constant Dhikr “La ilaha illa Allah”: It was narrated that Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) said: It was said: O Messenger of Allah, who will be the most blessed of people with your intercession on the Day of Resurrection? The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said, “The most blessed of people with my intercession on the Day of Resurrection will be those who say La ilaha illa Allah (there is no god worthy of worship except Allah) sincerely from the heart.” (Al-Bukhari)

XI. Summary
The purpose of our existence in this world is to worship Allah as He said: “And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me” (51:56). Being the Khalifah of Allah, mankind is not free to do and enjoy his life in this world according to want he wants and wishes. For this reason, Allah sends Prophets to their people and nation in order to preach, guide, teach, remind, demonstrate, and to warn them the correct way of living according to the prescription of God.
The centrality of the concept of prophethood represents the communication of divine will, moral and ethical guidance, social and spiritual reform, and the exemplification of righteous living. It emphasizes the dynamic relationship between Allah and humanity, ensuring that divine guidance is accessible across generations and cultures. In Islam, the belief in the finality of prophethood with Muhammad (PBUH) emphasizes the completeness and universality of the divine message, guiding Muslims in their faith and practice. Essentially, the primary difference lies in the scope and nature of their missions: a prophet (Nabi) maintains and reinforces existing teachings, while a messenger (Rasul) brings new revelations and laws.
The importance of Prophets and Revelation in Islam cannot be overstated. Prophets, as the messengers and exemplars of divine will, guide humanity on the path of righteousness, while revelation provides the ultimate source of divine wisdom and law. Together, they form the bedrock of the Islamic faith, guiding individual and communal life towards spiritual fulfillment and ethical integrity.
Prophets play a crucial role in human life by conveying divine messages, serving as moral and spiritual exemplars, guiding communities, and facilitating a deeper connection with Allah. Their impact extends beyond their lifetimes, shaping religious traditions, ethical frameworks, and societal norms for generations. By following the teachings and examples of Prophets, individuals, and communities strive to live righteous, fulfilling, and spiritually enriched lives.
In Islamic belief, Prophet Muhammad is expected to intercede (known as "syafa'at") on behalf of believers on the Day of Judgment. This intercession is a special favor granted to him by Allah, and it is based on various Hadiths and Qur'anic verses. Various Hadiths describe the Prophet’s intercession, including the famous Hadith Qudsi where Allah says He will allow the Prophet to intercede on behalf of his followers. The Qur’an also refers to intercession, emphasizing that ultimate authority and mercy lie with Allah.
Prophets were chosen among men to ensure that the divine message is communicated effectively, relatable, and practically applicable to human life. Their human nature allows them to serve as accessible role models, empathetic guides, and credible conveyors of Allah’s will. Through their lives, teachings, and perseverance, Prophets inspire and lead humanity toward spiritual and moral excellence, fostering a deep and enduring connection with the divine.
The challenges faced by the previous Rasuls highlight the immense difficulty and sacrifice involved in their divine missions. Despite these challenges, their unwavering commitment, patience, and perseverance ensured that they fulfilled their roles as messengers of Allah, guiding humanity toward righteousness and the worship of the One True Allah. Their lives and struggles continue to serve as powerful examples of faith, courage, and devotion for believers.
The concept of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as the final Prophet is central to Islamic theology and has profound implications for the faith and practice of Muslims. It emphasizes the completeness and universality of his message, the importance of his life as a model for all aspects of living, and the enduring nature of his teachings. The belief in his finality as a prophet fosters unity within the Muslim community and ensures that the divine guidance he brought remains the ultimate source for human conduct and spirituality until the end of time.

XII. Conclusion
As the final prophet, Prophet Muhammad, whose life marks the culmination of a long tradition of divine guidance and serves as the final link in the chain of prophetic messages, holds a profound role in guiding religious belief and moral conduct. His contributions extend beyond the religious sphere, impacting various facets of human life and establishing a comprehensive framework for personal and communal well-being.
His role as the final prophet is distinguished by the revelation of the Qur'an, a complete and unaltered divine scripture that addresses all aspects of life and provides a lasting guide for humanity. Muhammad's teachings, grounded in principles of justice, compassion, and integrity, set a universal standard for ethical behavior and social harmony. His actions and decisions, characterized by patience, fairness, and unwavering faith, serve as a model for conduct in both personal and public life.
Moreover, Muhammad's contributions to humanity are evident in his emphasis on social justice, including the rights of women, orphans, and the poor, and his efforts to promote peace and resolve conflicts. His guidance has fostered a sense of community and mutual respect among diverse groups, encouraging practices of charity, forgiveness, and empathy.
In conclusion, Prophet Muhammad's specialty as the final prophet lies in his role as the bearer of the complete message of Islam, providing a comprehensive and enduring framework for moral and spiritual guidance. His legacy continues to inspire millions, reflecting his profound contributions to both religious thought and the betterment of human society. Through his teachings and example, Muhammad has left an indelible mark on history, demonstrating the transformative power of faith and the enduring relevance of his message for all of humanity.
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