1 0of 251

wumcn cnPOWERMENT: SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
OF REFUGEE WOMEN LIVING IN MALAYSIA
by
Dr Maulana Akbar Shah @ U Tun Aung

Abdul Hamid Abu Sulayman
Kulliyah of Isiamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Science (AHAS - KIRKHS)
International Islamic University Malaysia (1IUM)



Women Empowerment: Social Development of Refugee Women Living in Malaysia

ISBN 978-629-97696-2-0

91178629911769620

ALHIKMAH RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION CENTRE

(paperback)



Women Empowerment: Social Development of
Refugee Women Living in Malaysia

All rights reserved.

Women Empowerment: Social Development of Refugee Women Living in Malaysia
Author: Dr Maulana Akbar Shah (@ U Tun Aung, Ph.D.

Alhikmah Research & Publication Centre © 2024

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distnbuted, or transmitted in any form or by
any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods,
without the prior writien permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations

embodied in eritical reviews and certain other non-commercial uses permitted by copyright
law.

First edition 2024
ISBN: 978-629-97696-2-0

Social sciences—Research.

L

2.  Spirituality—Research.

2. Education, Higher--Research.

3. Govemnment publications—-Malaysia.
Published by

Alhikmah Research & Publication Centre
No 48, Jalan 5/1D, Taman Puncak Saujana,
43000 Kajang, Selangor Darul Ehsan

E-mel: inquiry@alhikmah.my



Women Empowerment: Social Development of
Befugee Women Living in Malaysia

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT: SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
OF REFUGEE WOMEN LIVING IN MALAYSIA

Dr Maulana Akbar Shah @ U Tun Aung

Associate Professor and Heaed of Research
Chief Editor
Members of Researcher Team and Students of UNGS 2380 and 2290-SEM-2-2022/2023

USRAH in Action section 74/75/27/28- YEAR 20222023

Department of Fundamental and Interdisciplinary Studies (FIDS)
International Islamic University Malaysia (11UM)

2024



Women Empowerment: Social Development of
Refugee Women Living in Malaysia

Authors Biography

Dr. Maulana Akbar Shah (U Tun Aung), a Myanmar national, has been an Associate
Professor at 1ITUM since 2013, His diverse career includes working for UN agencies (1989-
1998) and teaching at Jamia Darul Uloom in Rangoon (1998-2007). From 2001 to 2007, he
served as Secretary General at Jamiatul Ulama al Islam, Myanmar. An accomplished academic,
Dr. Maulana has authored 22 books and over 50 articles, eaming 1IUM's Golden Researcher
Award in 2021. He represents 1T for Myanmar, is CEO of International Intellectual College
Myanmar, and currently coordinates the UNESCO Chair at [TUM, contributing significantly to
intermational education and cultural exchange over the past three decades.

Assistant Professor Dr. Zuraidah Binti Kamaruddin s an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Fundamental and Interdisciplinary Studies at KIRKHS, International Islamic
University Malaysia (ITUM). She earned her PhD in Islamic Thought from Universiti Malaya
in 2015 and has contributed to several research projects, including as principal investigator for
"Sisters in Islam and 1ts Impact on Muslim Understanding of Women's Rights in Malaysia."
She also served as a project member in vartous IHTUM flagship projects from 2020 1o 2022.

i g ) 1 cston o IR He card i B i
Islamic Education from sitas Ar-Raniry, Aceh, and a Master's in Educational

Psychology from [IUM. Currently, he is an Academic Fellow at [IUM's Kulliyyah of Islamie
Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences, teaching courses on Islamic worldview,
Knowledge & Civilization in Islam, and Ethics and Figh of contemporary ethics. Dr. Abbas is
also a counsellor and has authored books and articles on psychology, spirituality, globalisation,
and Igbaliyat, contributing to local and international discussions.

Dr. Bachar Bakour is an Associate Professor at the Department of Fundamental and Inter-
Disciplinary Studies, AbdulHamid AbuSulayman Kulliyyah of [slamic Revealed Knowledge
and Human Sciences, International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM). He has two B.A. s in
Shari’a and m Arabic from al-Azhar University, Cairo; an M.A, m Islamic Studies from
Loughborough University, Leicestershire, U.K.; and a Ph.D. (2018) in Islamic Thought and
Civilization from the Intemational Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilization (ISTAC),
ITUM. He has published five books in Arabic and five in Enghish, including Al-Buti and the
Syrian Revolution (Islamic book Trust, 2021), as well as many book chapters, articles, and
reviews in both Arabic and English in academic journals. He has also translated many articles
from Arabic into English, presented at conferences in Syria and Malaysia, and served as a
manuscript reviewer for four journals.

Dr. Mahmood Mai Jianjun, born into an imam’s family in China, 15 an assistant professor
and lecturer at the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM). With a Ph.D. n Islamic
Thought and Civilization, Dr. Ma1 has a strong background in [slamic studies. He has
published many articles in indexed journals and authored a book on Hajj in Chinese. His
research interests include Islamic dawah, Islamic philosophy and worldview, Muslim minority
studies, and China studies.


DELL
Highlight


Women Empowerment: Social Development of
Refugee Women Living in Malaysia

Dr. Ahmad Akram is an academic expert in Islamic law who obtained his Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) from the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM). His
specialization in Figh and Usul al-Figh, with a particular focus on comparative Islamic law
studies, has contributed to developing a deep understanding in this field. Currently, he serves
as a Senior Lecturer at the same university, where he continues his contribution to academic
development and Islamic studies research. Besides his main role at [IUM, Dr. Ahmad Akram
also serves as an Education Fellow at the Tadabbur Centre, further expanding his scope of
contribution in the field of Quranic interpretation. Dr. Ahmad Akram's commitment to
community education is evident through his continuous efforts to make Islamic law principles
mare accessible to the general public.

Hein Akar Tun Aung is a PhD candidate and accomplished performance marketer hailing
from Yangon, Myanmar. With a foundation in architecture, he earmed his Bachelor's degree in
the field before pursuing a Master's in Business Intelligence and Data Analytics at the
International Islamic University Malaysia (HHUM). Currently, Tun Aung is advancing his
academic journey as a PhD candidate at the International Institute of Islamic Thought and
Civilization (ISTAC-ITUM). His research, initiated in 2023, explores the concept of Muslim
identity, tracing its historical foundations and examining its evolution in modern contexts.

Phoo Pwint Thu Aung is an academic and design professional currently pursuing her PhD in
HUM. With a Master of Science in Built Environment and dual degrees in Architecture from
International Islamic University Malaysia, she brings strong research credentials to her work.
As a former Research Assistant and External Examiner at IITUM, she has contributed to green
building research, focusing on biomimicry and urban heat island effects. Her research has
earned multiple awards, including recognition at ITEX'19 and publication in the Journal of
Built Environment, Technology and Engineering.



Table of Contents

All Rights Reserved.......uimmmsnmmsmisssmssssasassssnsnnses LIT0r! Bookmark not defined.
DEIEBIIDR s v vicniniimsimsbssia iR N s s b e e s e s s s tiasamsas DD
e e o AN P oD N e e RPN P LS SR R P sy e Ao SEOEE |
CONPEPENECE DBJECHIVES.cvaanriearinessresrsresssssssenssssssssssssssassssssessssssssssssssssssesssssasssssssasssassssassassssss 13
R T TN s g e o A A A A AR A S TP AR 0 T
OFERETNT COMMRIIER asmsvsissicnvss s st s s s s s s sep s S ST s s rs Dl
TERBEIIVE covcsssasavssormsmmsvormsssssonsessasssvssmsssssssssopaset soass s semsss sassvossnssssnpmss sasessusasssessmsssysassssaspiasos T

THE REFPORT OF CONFERENCE MANAGEMENT TEAM ......ccvveeviivisiermssssssssnsansssesns 19
SPERECH OF THE CONFERENUE, covwmnsssssssmsrorssepessarsssessssssasssssasssesmassraronsnsasessasss B4

1.1.  Associate Professor, Dr Maulana Akbar Shah @ U Tun Aung), Chairman of
M IO e e e e i e s i i i s i e rsitn

1.2. Dean of AHAS KIRKHS, ITUM, (Prof. Shukran Abdul Rahman).......ccconinennn. 27
1.3. Honourable Rector of ITUM, Tan Sri Prof. Dzulkifli Abdul RazakK .....ccoooveviriiiicnrninnsa. 29
1.4. UNHCR Malaysia representative [H] (Mr. Thomas Albrecht).....cccvveccencnnncsnicnscnnnnns 32

1.5. Dean of ISTAC (International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilisation) [H)
(Prof. Abdul AZIZ Berghout)........ccciimiminmmnsmsrsimsmissisirmsmismsasssssnsrsisssarriorrs 30

L.6. Dean of IIMU (International Institute for Muslim Unity) [H] (Prof. Dawood Al-
TR IRIIEY v mm e e 00 A A A S A S N S SR s T

LECTURER’S ABSTRACUTS & PAPERS.......oscrorsmmvsmsssersimssrsssarsrorarssssonssssvonsrsyissosossaseens 3

EMPOWERING WOMEN: DEVELOPING SOCIAL STATUS OF WOMEN REFUGEES
LIVING IN MALAYSIA by Maulana Akbar Shah @ U Tun Aung ... 39

WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT IN ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION: AN
ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE by Zuraidah Binti Kamaruddin; Arivanti Binti Mustapha;
Suerayva Binti Che Haron; Saidatolakma Yunus; Mohd. Arif Bin Nazri......ccocmcneeccnniiiannn. 67

The Plight of the Diasporic Muslim Refugees Living in the West by Mohd"Ahras bl


DELL
Highlight

DELL
Highlight


Women Empowerment: Social Development of
Refugee Women Living in Malaysia

EMPOWERMENT THROUGH FAITH: WOMEN'S MOSQUES IN CHINA by Mai

Jianjun ... R A R i e e e )
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT IN MORAL SEXUALITY: INSIGHTS FROM ISLAMIC
TRADITION by Bachar Bakonr . ... it e i e s e e b 104

THE CHALLENGE IN MUSLIM WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL
LEADERSHIP: INSIGHTS FROM MALAYSIA by Ahmad Akram Mahmad Robbia and
Mohamad Faiq Mohamad Sharinb.......ccvieininn wesnnes 1 2100

EMPOWERING MUSLIM REFUGEE WOMEN THROUGH LIFELONG LEARNING
AMIDST DIVERSE CHALLENGES by Hein AKar Tun Aung ... 132
DEVELOPING FUTURE LEADERS; RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS AND THE
SOCIETY by Maularna Akbar Shah.... wiee 132
PATHWAYS TO PROGRESS: ADDRESSING EDUCATIONAL AND ECONOMIC
CHALLENGES OF MYANMAR'S ETHNIC MINORITY WOMEN by Phoo Pwint Thu

INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT: AN EPISTEMOLOGICAL

FAITH (IMAN) IN WOMEN EMPOWERMENT: WHAT. WHY AND HOW ... 175
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT IN THE LIGHT OF THE QUR'AN AND SUNNAH........176

Empowering Thinking of Muslim Women Refugees Through the Pedagogy of Hikmah .....177

Fostering Creativity Among Muslim Women Refugees: The Use of Effective Tools to Manage
The Daily Life Problems in the Camps.. w1 T8

USRAH IN ACTION 1, SECTIHON: T8 i imssemssimassmssmsamssimins s sasssssssnsioses 1
REPORT ON SEXUAL AND GENDER- HA?ED VIOLENCE: A {ﬂ‘uﬂhLDLS MISERY FﬂR

R T I T NI D T T it R AN RO R A R e 1 801
USRAH IN ACTION 2 SECTIONM: 8B..........cimmsiiamiiinnisssmsmssnsmsnsn ssmssssismmissimssssnsssasssass 1 B3
REPORT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FOR RE.FLGFES .................................................... 183
Usrah in Action: Section 74 .. BRI L oh S VR LT P e T a0 JESRP ||
Intemational Conference on Women Empowerment: Social Development of Women Refugees Living m
Malaysia (2022) ... veerrrmirrrsirmss s e ss s mms s s sas s s R B e e |1E5
USRAH IN ACTION: SECTION 28... T —— .
REPORT ON 50CIAL DEY I-_L[]I’MI:HI f.}l- R]:I~L’{|H: WOMEN LIVING IN MALAYSIA ... 188

CONFERENCE IMPLEMENTATION ......cccivincisninsimissnsssssnmsssmnsssmnssnsassisasessunsssisssss 4 91
L1. PARTICIPATION OF UNIVERSITY HEADS ...ccoinniiisnsmssmmnssssmssnssssssssssnssnses 1 92

1.2, WHY UN AND NGOS PARTICIPATED IN THE CONFERENCE .......c...... FERARD 192
1.3, OUR GROUP’S RESPONSIBILITY DURING THE CONFERENCE......ccccniie0.. 193
1.4. PRESENTATION OF PROFESSORS.......... -
1.5.  banners of the conference ...... —
1.6. EVALUATION OF CONFERENCE i...cuniiiisiiiicnsiiiiiassisisssiisiissisimiismssssassses 196
1.7.  RESOLUTION OF CONFERENCE weee 196




ABOUT THE BOOK

WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT IN ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE: A COMPREHENSIVE
ANALYSIS

This collection of research papers presents a comprehensive
examination of women's empowerment across various contexts in
Muslim societies. The studies range from practical issues facing
refugee women in Malaysia and the West to theoretical discussions of
women's economic participation and political leadership roles in
economic participation. The research highlights unique challenges and
solutions, including the emergence of women's mosques in China and
the role of moral sexuality in Islamic tradition. A significant focus is
placed on refugee women's experiences, particularly their social status
and lifelong learning opportunities. The Malaysian context receives
special attention through analyses of women's political participation
and economic empowerment. The papers emphasize how Islamic
principles can support women's empowerment while addressing
contemporary challenges. Topics cover practical aspects like refugee
education and social integration, and theoretical frameworks for
understanding women's roles in modern Muslim societies. The research
demonstrates that women's empowerment in Islamic contexts requires
balancing traditional values with modern needs while addressing socio-
economic challenges facing Muslim women globally.
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