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1.

Gems of Wisdom from the Forebears of IIUM

Tan Sri Professor Dr. Muhammad Abdul Rauf

ON GooDp CHARACTERS
“It is now approximately ten years since | resigned. Soon, | will be 87 years old.
Will | live until 89 as my father did? Only Allah knows. In my life, and especially
in my duties as Imam, I strove to be a model of good behaviour and an
embodiment of the Islamic virtues of patience, endurance, forgiveness, and
clemency. I do not mean to imply that 1 am endowed with all of these
meritorious qualities. Rather, I humbly plead to Almighty Allah to forgive my
shortcomings and failures. Looking back, | am awed by my journey from an
impoverished village in Egypt to oil-rich Kuwait, the United Kingdom, multi-
racial Malaysia, and New York City, America's power hub: Washington D.C., the
United Arab Emirates, and back to Malaysia.

I hope my stories may relate the

“ differences of my experiences due

Autetsoggriapby of an

AZHARITE AMERICAN to  history and locale, while

underlining the common humanity

of all of us. The Noble Qur'an

undermines any stark opposition

mm set between the East and the West:

iaa bt ot “To God belongs the East and the

West." Amen. , ,

(Muhammad Abdul Rauf. 2012. Autobiography of an Azharite
American: from the Nile to the Potomac. USIM: Bandar Baru Nilai).
Emphasis mine.




Gems of Wisdom from the Forebears of IIUM.

Deyor

Born on December 27th, 1917, Tan Sri Professor Dr. Muhammad Abdul Rauf
served as the IIUM's first Rector from 1983 to 1988, He was an epitome of
the IIUM, a towering yet humble scholarly figure of the budding garden
that was soon to bloom into a “"Garden of Knowledge and Virtue”. A global
academic and humanitarian, he strove to be the best that he could ever be
and contributed as much as he ever could for humanity, bridging between
the East and the West - in Malaysia, the Arab world, in the Western lands
and in Africa - wherever he was, with mercy (Rahmah),

Muhammad Abdul Rauf, like the IIUM, the first international Islamic
university of the contemporary world for which he served and represented
as her first Rector, was truly beyond global. Comparable to the numerous
devout Muslim scholars and intellectuals of earlier eras carrying the
message of Rahmatan li'l-*Alamin (Mercy to all the Worlds) of the blessed
Prophet Muhammad (s'aw), Muhammad Abdul Rauf was indeed universal
(al-‘alamin). He passed away on December 11th, 2004, at the age of 87. The
excerpt above was written shortly before his passing. May Allah, by His
Grace and Mercy, bless his soul and elevate him to be with the prophets
(anbiya'), sages (auliya'), martyrs (shuhada'), and those closest to Rabb
al-‘Alamin, The Lord of the Universe.

Dr. Nur Junnah Hazsan

Head of Scholars Channel (Qandt al-Mashayikh),
Office for Islamisation, Integration and
Relevantization (OFIIR), CENTRIS, HIUM,



Know your University

History of the Emblem of the
International Islamic University Malaysia

Sometime after the establishment of the IIUM in 1983, Professor Dr. Mohd
Kamal Hassan mulled over the idea of an emblem for the young University.
With his deft artistic hands, he combined his scholarly vision and mission
of the University with his deep knowledge of the Qur'an and fond
penchant for the Kufi Arabic calligraphy to come out with a draft. Upon
the completion of the draft on January 16th, 1985, Professor Kamal
brought the piece to the University authorities and deliberated his ideas
contained within. It was then decided that a competition should be held,
and the winning design would then be adopted as the University's emblem.
Professor Kamal consigned an artist to reproduce the design and had the
latter to partake in the competition. The artist won. The University then
decided to simplify the design by taking only the centre emblem without
the eight crescents.

The original draft of the IIUM logo, designed
and encapsulated from the vision and
mission of Professor Dr. Mohd. Kamal
Hassan, who then served as IIUM's third
Rector. The artwork's completion was on
January 16th, 1985. Professor Kamal wrote
the 1TUM's concept paper on February 1ith,
establishment date of the University. People
Abdul Rauf Building, ITUM, Gombak. :



Know your University

Two outstanding and very crucial elements of the original design need to be
emphasised and brought to the fore. These are the two Qur'anic verses in light

green calligraphy:

O &t i s ey I3

.Read! In the Name of your Lord and Cherisher, Who Created" (Q. al-'Alaq, 96:1)

5 ALl oslie Ga ali i W] ..

“... Those truly fear Allah, among His Servants, [are those] who have knowledge..."

Together with their contexts, the
two verses of the Qur'an became the
cornerstones of the philosophy of
the University. The pursuit of
knowledge at the I1IUM through
“readings" (Iqra’) of the Signs of
Allah (Ayat Allih) abundant in the
Qur'an and in the Open Book of
Nature, must be for the sake of none
other than to serve Allah The Most
High, The Creator, The Owner, The
Lord Cherisher-Sustainer of
everything that exists, The Teacher
and Giver of Knowledge, to gain His
Pleasure.

(Q. Fatir, 35:28).

Scholars (‘ulama’) of the different
disciplines of knowledge and sciences,
having mastered the secrets and
intricacies of nature, must, by
principle, be the most awed by Allah's
Power and Dominion clearly seen in
His Signs in nature, submitting
humbly to The Creator of nature with
utmost love (hubb) and ever fearful
(khasyah) of causing His displeasure.
The knowledge that one attains, must
therefore rightly bring one closer to
God, The One and Only Creator, in
humility and gratitude, rather than
the contrary, as warned in the
following verses:

O Las T W G| 5] O Lhkkal 125 of O Laka Huadi §] 35
Nay, but man does transgress all bounds. In that he looks upon himself as*
.self-sufficient. Surely to your Lord is your return” (Q. al-‘Alag, 96: 6-8)

Dr. Nur Jamnnah Hassan

Head of Scholars Channel (Qanit al-Mashdyikh),
Office for Islamination, Integration and
Relevantisation (OFIIR), CENTRIS, 1IUM.
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