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Abstract

The Islamic presence in East Africa goes back to the Umayyad Caliphate, when the Omani al-Julandi family moved from
Oman to East Africa for political and economic reasons. This movement was followed by other migrations from Southern
Arabia. This led to the appearance of Muslim settlements and dynasties along the East African coastal region, which played
a pivotal role in preaching Islam and introducing Arabian culture to the local communities. One of the Omani dynasties that
established themselves along the East African coast was the Mazrui Dynasty, which ruled East Africa between 1741 and
1837. Though a number of studies have been conducted on the history of Islam in East Africa, the Swahili people, the
Mazrui Dynasty and its descendants’ prominent scholars, there is still a further need to discuss the Mazrui Dynasty in
particular and their efforts on spreading Islam in East Africa. This study demonstrates the contributions of the Mazrui
Dynasty to the spreading of Islam in East Africa by shedding light on the origins of Mazrui family, why they immigrated to
East Africa, how the Dynasty was established in Mombasa while also examining some of the most important aspects of the
promotion Islam in East Africa. The study demonstrates the significant interactions between Islamic civilization and East
African societies throughout the era of the Mazrui Dynasty, which promoted the expansion of Islam and Arabian culture
across the region. © 2024 International Institute of Islamic Thought.
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