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Mohamed El-Tahir El-Mesawi,

a citizen of Tunisia, is a professor of 

Islamic legal theory and Islamic 

contemporary thought at the 

International Islamic University 

Malaysia (IIUM). His academic 

background is in economics and 

sociology, and he has been engaged 

for many years in interdisciplinary 

research, with a particular focus on 

Maqāṣid al-Sharī‘ah, human nature and 

values, and social theory. He has 

published extensively, with over 30 

journal articles and 14 books in Arabic, 

English and French to his credit. 

Moreover, he has delivered a 

substantial number of conference 

papers in Malaysia and in other 

countries. He serves on the editorial 

and advisory boards of several 

academic journals. In addition to his 

teaching responsibilities, he currently 

serves as editor of the International 

Journal of Muslim World Studies, 

published by the International 

Institute for Muslim Unity. 

This book represents an attempt to 

provide a comprehensive translation

of Malik Bennabi’s intellectual work, 

offering insight into the central themes 

that occupied his mind throughout his 

career as a thinker and writer. with the 

objective of introducing the reader to 

the central themes that occupied 

Bennabi’s mind throughout his career 

as a thinker and writer. The second 

volume of the book covers three of 

those themes: politics, economics and 

Islam and Muslims in the modern 

world.

At the heart of Bennabi’s philosophical framework lies a spirited and 

profound intellectual expedition anchored on the drive for 

civilisational renewal. His insights into these core themes are as 

timeless as they are transformative.

Dato’ Sri Anwar Ibrahim

Prime Minister of Malaysia

This is a monumental work on an eminent Muslim intellectual 

whose achievements are both remarkable and multifaceted. 

Professor El-Mesawi translated the rich legacy of Bennabi in its 

totality into English, thereby facilitating access for those who would 

otherwise be unable to access it in either Arabic or French. 

Moreover, El-Mesawi’s selection of topics, critical notes and 

bibliography are of great value for those seeking a comprehensive 

understanding of Bennabi’s intellectual corpus.

Ibrahim Mohamed Zein

Acting Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

Hamad Bin Khalifa University, Doha.

This translation is welcome for several reasons. Briefly, it would 

enable many more English-speaking readers in many parts of the 

world who could neither read Arabic nor French to have the 

opportunity to read it and thus to be better acquainted with the 

ideas and thoughts of Bennabi and their historical contexts.

Professor Emeritus Datuk Dr Osman Bakar

Rector, International Islamic University Malaysia, IIUM
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