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Abstract:

Yahya Haqqi was known for his concise and precise writing style, influenced by his work with
short stories. This led him to use language economically and concentrate deeply on symbolic
details. In his novel "The Lamp of Umm Hashim," he was able to create a narrative world that
blends symbolism with reality. This novel became a symbol of cultural heritage and steadfast
traditions. Building on this idea, this research discusses the novel "The Lamp of Umm
Hashim," revealing the conflict between East and West. The novel symbolically presents the
relationship between cultural heritage and modern science. It focuses on the character Ismail,
who travels to the West to study and returns to face the inherited traditions of his community.
The aim of this research is to analyze the elements of the novel "The Lamp of Umm Hashim,"
including events, characters, the time and place setting, and narrative techniques. The research
aims to shed light on the author's significance in Arabic literature and how he expressed the
conflict between modernity and tradition through the symbolism of the lamp. The research uses
an analytical approach, providing a detailed study of the novel’s elements, with a focus on the
dramatic development of characters and the plot. The research emphasizes that "The Lamp of
Umm Hashim" represents a mixture of science and beliefs. Through the character of Ismail,
the author expresses the need to reconcile the two. The novel also reflects the cultural conflict
faced by young Arabs when interacting with the West, as they try to find a balance between
heritage and modernity.

Keywords: Conflict, Tradition, Modernity, East, West.
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Ibrahim, Doaa, Cultural Castration and Contra-Modernity in “The Lamp of Umm Hashim” by
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