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Issues that govt needs to
shore up to attract FDI

THE decline of foreign direct investment to a decade’s low in
the 2023-24 financial year raises concern and warrants the
attention of authorities. The foreign direct investment declined
by 8.80 per cent to $1.47 billion from 1.6 billion in the

2023 financial year. as the Bangladesh Bank says. The figure
was 3344 billion in the 2022 financial year. The FDI flow to
Bangladesh has, in fact, been lower than most of its South Asian
neighbours. Bangladesh's average FDI flow was around 0.4 per
cent of its gross domestic product compared with that of 1.5
per cent in India and 1.2 per cent in Sri Lanka. This shows the
weakness in overall management in attracting foreign direct
investment. Negative credit rating. dollar shortage, political
uncertainty, the devaluation of the taka, import restrictions,
bureaucratic tangles and corruption are blamed for the
plight of FDI flow. Bangladesh could. moreover, not retain its
earlier foreign direct investment as old investors were pulling
investments back or repatriating profits. as the UNCTAD s
World Investment Report 2023 shows. The UNCTAD report also
identifies Bangladesh as the non-nvestment-grade country

for the least developed countries. Such identification, believed
o make FOI inflow difficult, has been made because of the
demation in sovereign credit rating.

The United States-based international credit rating agency
Moody's Investors Service, for example, downgraded Bangla-
desh’s long-term ratings to B1 from Ba3 in May 2023, The rating
agency said that Bangladesh had heightened external vulnerabil-
ity. persistent liquidity risks and institutional weaknesses and a
poor rating in the ease of doing business. Bangladesh's ranking
in the ease of doing business, erucial for potential foreign inves-
tors, is the 168th among 190 economies, Such & poor rating
has ercded foreign investor's confidence and resulted in low FDI
flow. The decline in foreign direct investment flow has, mean-
while, farced the country to rely largely on income from exparts,
remittances and |loans from multilateral and bilateral lenders to
maintain the balance of payment that has been under pressure
since 2022, The interim government, which assumed office after
the fall of the Awami League regime, now faces an uphill task
towin back investor's confidence and push up the FDI flow. The
Imvestment Development Authority is reported to be soon taking
some steps to boost investor's confidence, Among the steps are
captive power options for foreign direct investors and & new In-
vestment advisory board to guide the FDH strategy. K is also likely
to propose steps to streamline goods transport, enhance trans-
parency and reduce bureaucratic tangles.

Bangladesh has been attracting foreign direct investment
since the economic reform in 1995, but the country lags way
behind its neighbours, Against the target of a 3 per cent FD-
GDF ratio. foreign direct investment has stayed at less than
1 per cent. The government. therefore, needs 1o address the
issues and ensure a business-friendly atmosphere to attract
more foreign direct investment. It should also try to channel the
investments to labourHintensive sectors to avoid jobless grawth,

Govt should put plans in place
to head off tech-drive job loss

THE Fourth Industrial Revolution, setting in across the world
bringing about a new order dominated by technology, could
well leave its impact, sooner or later. on Bangladesh even if it
woulkd opt to stay out of it. Bangladesh should, therefore, align
itself towards the shift while there is still time as graduation

of society into another industrial revolution will come with

job losses. The report of a study on the impact of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution on workers and employment and the need
for inclusive polices, made public in a sympasium in Dhaka on
Nevernber 16, fears that the automation that the revolution
would bring about could displace 60 per cent of the work force
in the apparel and the textile sector in Bangladesh from their
traditional role by 2041, What is good about it is that it might
create a significant number of new types of jobs in the sector.
Yet, as the study shows, up to half a million jobs at the operator
level in the apparel and textile sectors would ba at risk. About
10,000 positions at the middevel such as floor supervisors and
pattermn makers and 10,000 more positions that require high
skills such as fashion designers, computer-aided design and
manufacturing operators would also be at risk.

The machine-to-human work ration is reported to have been at
44.66 but it is feared that the ratio would reach 57.43 by 2035,
The study report also highlights that job loss because of automa-
tion by way of the Fourth Industrial Revolution would cut across
five major industries — the apparel and the fumiture sector with
a projected job loss by a half, the agro-food processing industry
with a reduction in job by 40 per cent, the leather sector by 35
per cent and the tourism sector by 20 per cent. The report says
that automation of the apparel and the textile sector is creating
new jobs that combine technology with traditional manufactur-
ing processes, Jobs in customer services, retall checkout. data
entry. assembly lines and translation are increasingly replaced
with tachnalogy. And. prominant emerging occupations include
professionals skilled in computer-aided processes, quality control,
training, automated inspection and handling. Artificial neural net-
work experts, robot operators, numerical controllers, entarprise
resource planning experts would also be in high demand. All this
shows an urgent need for the government to buckle down to work
to scale up the skills of workers and their re-employment in view
of both short- and long-term risks of the new industrial wave.

The government should, in such a situation, work out plans
to scale up the skills of workers and re-amploy them to head off
the impact of the job loss that the automation coming up with
the Fourth Industrial Revolution could cause. It should involve
waorkers, trade unions and civil society actors in planning. More
important, it should execute the plans for an effective result.

Founder Editor Enayetullah Khan

Voting machines and democracy

by Kollol Kibria

E demand for fres, fair and
| transparent elections has be-
come pronounced. The issua is
raflacted in a decision of the interin
government to fommn the election com
mizsion reforms committes. Tasked
with revamping the elaction cornmis-
sion to enhance its independence,
ransparency and public trust, the
commitites work represents a critical
step towards restoring confidence in
thee alectoral process.

Cma of the most significant reform
apportunities involves the poten-
tial expansion of alectronic voting
machines throughout the country,
along with the integration of the voter
warifiable paper andit trail technology.
Bv enabling volers to verify that the
ballots are recorded accurately, the pa-
par trail adds a layer of transparency
and accountahility, which could halp
to mitigate electoral frand and restors
wotar confidencs

Additionally, the government has
taken proactive measures to ansurs
the reform process is inclusive and
transparent. A six-member ssarch
committes has been instituted to
form a nesw election commission that
would reflact the values of impartial-
itv, accountahility and independance.
The search committes is axpected to
recommend individuals with a proven
commitment to democratic principles,
mtegrity and the ability to resist politi-
cal pressure.

Faor Bangladesh, such electoral
raforms and technological advancs
meants hold the promise of not only a
more transparent election process but
also a reinforced democratic system
that can withstand internal and excter-
nal challemges. A succesaful imple-
mentation of the reforms would set a
standard for the region, amphasising
the importance of credibla institutions
in upholding democracy and the role
af law. With thase efforts, the povarn-
ment demonstrates its resolve to stear
Bangladesh towards a fubure whera
elections would truly reflect the will of

thes pasapla.

Voting machimes and paper trail

THE 2010 incident involving Hari
Prasad, an Indian citizen, who stals
an alactronic voting machine from
the Election Commussion of India
and demonstrated its vulnerabilities
with the assistance of teachers from
the University of Michigan under-
scoras the reality that no electoral
svstam is completely sacume fiom
threats. Their experiments showed
significant risks, including the poten-

Has Kamala Harris
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tial for tampering with the electronic
votng machine's motherboard before
inspection,

In response to such vulner-
abitlities, the introduction of the voter
verifiabla paper audit trail provides
a critical safeguard, allowing votas
to be independently verifiad through
a physical paper trail. This feature
ansuras that any tampering with the
alectronic system can be detected
and addressed during audits or re-
counts, thereby enhancing the overall
security and intagrity of tha alectaral
procass,

Bangladesh's electoral frameswork
already incorporates various safe-
guards, such as pre-elaction chacks of
electronic voting machines comnducted
in the presance of political party
raprasantatives, who seal and sign
the machines, complicating any at-
temprts at post-check tanypering. The
intagration of papar andit trail further
strangthens this security by enabling
a manual verification of votes, When
a vober casts the vote using the voting
maching, tha machine prints out a
paper, which is then displayad to the
voter for verification before baing
securely stored in a ssaled box, This
paper trail allevws valers 1o confirim
thair choice, thus adding an sssemntial
layer of accountability and transpar-
ancy erucial for audits and recounts in
the event of disputes,

For example, during an electon,
voters might salect their preferred
candidates an the machines. After mak-
ing the selection, the paper audit trail
component produces a paper slip that

parents’ advice?

by Md Mahmudul Hasan

WAS in the neighbouring city of Mil-
Iwaukee during the 2024 Democratic

National Convention [(DINC) that took
place in Chicagoe on August 19-22. We
all knsw that Kamala Harris would
bha the Democratic Party's presidential
candidate in the November 5, 2024 LTS
elaction and that she would give a can-
didacy accaptance speech before the

DT dalegates
From varions LS citles, a largs block
of uncommitted delegates — largely

compeosed of anti-genocide and pro-
justice groups from all backsrounds —
flocked to Chicago with two purposss
in mind: 1) to attend the convention
and 2] to voice their concerns about
Israel's mass atrocity and genocide
in Gaza (and now in Lebanon). Thay
weme viry hopaful that, using the NG
platform, they waonld be abls to record
their dissatisfaction with the US gov-
armument’s handling of the crisis.

The uncommitted delsgates wera in
conwversation with the convention or-
ganisera. They demanded their protest
against the US unconditional suppart
for Istasl be heard, and intially they
saw & ray of hope that they would have
a slot at the convention to speak their
minds.

Unfortunataly, the DNC eventually
turnad down their request without pro-
viding a satisfactory explanation. Con
warsaly, it rightly allowed among others
parents of an Israsli hostage in Gaza to
use the convention rostrum o make
‘mewing remnarks.’ This act of inclusion
and axchasion sent a clear messages that
woices of justice for the Falestinians or
voldas of Falestinian Americans didni
mattar to tha Democratic Party.

This is despite the fact that the Cook
Ciounty where the venue of the conven-
tion — the United Center — i located
has the largsst Falestinian commumnity
in the US. Moreover, from early Octo-
bar 2023 to the convention date, lsrael
had slanghtered owver 40,000 Falastin-
ian babies, children, women and men
in addition to hundreds of journal-
ists, healtheare providers and UN aid
workers (the numbers are now mmch
higher). All the grusscme images com-
ing et of Palestine didn't seem (o meove
the Democratic Farty establishment to
sympathise with the plight of the Fal-
estinians,

Betrayed and frustrated, peaceful
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shows the vater's choica, The volars
can visnally confirm that the printout
reflects their intendad salection before
the slip is dropped into a secure ballot
b, This process allows for manal
varfication if any issues arise, such as
claims of the machine malfunction or
allegations of hacking. The paper audit
trail serves as an irrefutable means of
resolution, allowing election officials
to cross-check alectronic votes against
the physical records,

Countries such as the United States
have affectivaly integrated papar audit
trail into the electronic voting systam,
demonstrating its role in enhancieg
transparency and ensuring the ac-
curacy of election results. Even Han
Prasad, who initlally brought attention
to the machine's valnerabilities, now
advocates the integration of papaer au
dit trial as a means to bolster alectoral
integrity.

Lagal and constitutional backing
BAMGLADESH'S legal framework
provides for robust support for the wse
of alectronic voting machinas. Article
118 of the constitution grants the
Election Commission the antonomy to
conduct elections whila the Eepm
santation of the Peaple Order 1972
ampowars the commission to adopt
technologies such as electronic voting
machines to minimise alsctaral frands.
This lagal foundation anablas the
povernment and the commission to ef-
fectivaly imnplement voting machinss
and paper audit tradl 1o ensure that the
alections are conducted transparently
and sacurealy.

Hamala Harris

anti-genocide protestars staged a sit-in
outside the United Center. Inside the
convention, Israsli voices were given
a monopoly to tell the andience their
version of the decades-long Israel-Fal
astine conflict. A Palastinian voice was
demied the platform to self-represant
and make the sufferings of the Palastin-
jans heard and acknowledged. A push
for a ceasa-fire in Gaza and for a 1S
arms embargo on lsraal was out of the
guusstion.

Omn the last day of the convention
(August 22, 2024), Kamala Hamms
stepped onto the stage to deliver the
nomination acceptance speech  and
to mark the end of the comvention. In
her address, she provided an autobio-
graphical sketch of her sarly life. She
shared her childhood memories of joy
and struggle. In her reminiscencas, sha
recallad that her father Donald | Harris
taught her to be fearlass. He onoe said
to har:

Fun, Kamala. Fun, Don't e afraid,
Daon't let anything stop you.'

Kamala Harris paid a greater tribute
to her mothaer Shyamala Gopalan Har-
ris for the understandable reason that
the latter mastly raised the former. Har-
ris told the convention that her mother
taught har ‘to never complain about in-
jastice but do something about it, DO
SOMETHING ABOUT IT.!

Given the content of her ONC speach
in Chicago, kamala Harris failed to ba
an ohediant daughtsr on account of the
precious advice she claimed she had
recaived from her pammnts. She failed
to be brave and courageous on the
gquastion of Istash apartheid and set-
tler colomialism. She apparently let the
unmatched powar and influence of tha
Israal lobby in America “stop’ her from
telling the truth about Israsl's gross hu-
man rights violations.

Being a politician and legal scholar,
Hamis is vary much aware of Ismael’s
violations of internaticnal laws includ-
ing the Geneva Convention amd the
Convention on the Rights of the Child
An honest lawyer cannot regurgitate
the Israsl's-right-to-defend cliche and
keap thedr mouth shut absout the crimes
committed by the aparthaid state

Harris's mother taught her to do
something about injustics. As the 9th
and the first famale vica presidsnt of
the US, Haris haolds cerfain powars
and prerogatives within the country’s
federal administration. An omavoid-
able question that arises is:

What has she done to end the ongo-
ing Israsli injustices?

Omn this fzsue, undoubtedly, Harris
betrayed the Falestinians and diso-
beved her parents. She offered only
platitudes and Lip service regarding the

Ara voling machines non-hackable?
WHILE voting machines in Bang-
ladash operate offline, significantly
reducing external hacking risks,
concems about intermal fampsning or
technical malfunctions remain. As
with any technology, it is impartant
to acknowledge that no system is
entitely immune to threats. Laballing
voling machines as ‘non-hackable’
would be misleading. However, the
measures put in place such as the first-
lewel checks and sscurity ssals make
it nearly impossible to rig alections.
Purthermors, voter verified papsr
anudit trail offers a reliabla safeguard,
providing for a physical backap that
can be manually verified in the event
of any dispute,

Phasad rollout and public education

A PHASED rollowt is the most practi-
cal approach to ensure a succassful
mmplementation of voting machines
and paper andit trail across Bangla-
dash. Starting in urban constituen-
cies, where voters are more familiar
with technology, will help to identify
and address technical issues befors
axtending the use of electronic voting
machines to rural areas. Equally im-
portant s the need for comprehensive
votar education initiatives and training
of elaction officials. By making volers
with voting machines and paper andit
trail, the Election Commission can
minimise confusion about the alec-
tion day and reduce the likelihood of
technical faihires to ensure a smoath
voling process.

Call for constructive dialogue

THE introduction of voting machines
and paper audit trail represents a for-
ward-thinking step towards strength-
ening democracy in Bangladesh. While
o gystem is entively free of risks, inte-
grating the technologias supported by
lezal safaguards, voter education and
transparent oversight can significantly
pnhance elactoral integrity.

As Bangladesh approachses its next
penaral elections, it is crucial for all
stakeholders, including the govern-
maent, the commission and the public,
to engage in constructive dialoguas
about the future of voting in the coun-
try. By working together, Bangladesh
can ensuns that its elections minain
cradible, transparent and reflactive
of the will of the paople. With right
reforms ancd the implementation af
maodarn technologies, Bangladesh has
the opportunity to budld a strong, more
mnclusive democracy for futurs.

Koliod Kilwia is an sovocats, rgihts aciivist
and palitical analyst.

abided by her

importance of sending humanitarian
ald to Gaza but did nothing to stop the
bombardment and slanghter of Gazans
and UM aid workers. YWorse, she is part
of an administration that has contin-
ued supplying amaments and mdlitary
equipmant to Istaesl for killing and de-
stroving an infinite number of Palestin-
tan [and now Lebanesa) Hyves,

Cm Kamala Harris's watch, the sup-
parters of justice for Falastine have
baen marginalised within the Demo-
cratic Party. On muoltiple occasions,
she refused to break away from Presi-
dant Joe Biden's policy of aiding and
ahetting [srasli intransigance and war
crimes. The Biden-Harrs admindstra-
tion evan didn't put pmssure on Ismasl
to lat LIS and other journalists enter
Gaza and report what has been hap-
paning there, Mor did it use its powsar
to force [srael 1o allow the airifting of
the injursd from the pemocide site for
treatment purposes,

Inn har attempt to court famale vot
ers, Kamala Harris often brought up
gender issues in her speeches and
portrayed herself as a champion of
swomesn's rights. Bul she showed no me
gard for the rights to life and dignity of
Falestinian women and thedr children
and husbands. Thus, the gquestion of
Falestine has exposed the hypocnsy of
‘faminists’ like Famala Harris,

Kamala Harris thought that carica-
turing, denigrating, mocking and sati-
rising Diomald Trump alonse would win
her the election. She proved wrong and
lost it to him, Ina nutshell, by ignoring
the plea for justice for the Palestinians,
she insulted the intelligence of consci-
entious pecple in the US and around
tha world. She should have reassurad
the slectorate that she would uphold
human rights and justice both at home
and internationally. That would have
inspired a multitnde of people to rally
around her and could have won her
the alection.

O a final note, [ hops, after enterdng
the Whits House as the 47th president
of the United States, President Donald
Trump will take smergency measures
to pein in lsrael's genocidal behavioor
and will not repeat Biden-Harris's mis-
takes,

O Mot Mahmudul Hasan is Professor of
Englizh at infermational isianie Liniver-
sity Malaysia. He s the exlitorin-chier of
Asiatic.



