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KICT TALE NEWSLETTER

Bridging the Arabic Cataloguing Gap
Between Academic and Industry

>>>
>>>

A case study of LIBC 71021 Arabéc Cataloguing Couiss

NOR SAADAH MD NOR
DLIS

norsaadahnon@iunmueduny

INTRO >>> EXPLORING ARABIC CAT

In today’s rapidly evolving hbrary environment, the nead for
skilled cataloguers who con expertly hondle diverse
longuage maoteriols hos never been more importaont. One
such critical area is the cotologuing of Arobic resources,
which presents unique challenges due Lo its linguistic and
cultural intricacies.

The course comprehensively introduces  the
theoretical ond proclical aspects of cotologuing
drabic mescurces, including books, serals, ond
electromic malenals. & core slemeant of this
course is applying the Mochine-Readable
Cataloging (MARC) standard to describe various
Arabic malerials, enabling students Lo lkearm how
Lo creale accurale and accessible bibliographic
records.

KEY AREAFOCUS «&¢&« THE

Students are troined in sevaral key araas bo snsurs CGURSE
they can occurately ond efficiently colologue

Arobic materials. Ons of the lundamental ospacts ol

the course iz Descriptive Cotologuing, whers

students learm o provide detoiksd descriptions ol

Arobic informaotion pockoges, ensuring meticulous

documentotion ol esoch resource. This skill s

essential  for crealing comprehensive and

oooessible records.

EaplSining Anabis St lmuing
& bdand of Srosdiihcen orid b o

AL the Ubrary and Information Science departmant,
our postgroducte  cowrse, LUSC 7021 Arobic
Cotaloguing, is designed 1o equip students wilh
essential knowledge ond skills to oddress these
challengas ond excel in  cobologuing Arabic
materials.



Another critical component is Name and Title
Entry, which oddresses the compilexities of
entlefing nomes and uniform Litles. This ensuras
consistency across records, o vital tosk when
working with Arabic resources thot moy have
variant transiiterations or titles.

in addition to descriptive and outhority control
skills, the course provides a comprehenaive
understanding ol Clossification Systems
Studants are infroduced to major classification

schames, including the Dewsy Decimal
Classificaotion (DDC) and the Lbrary of
Congress Clossification (LCC). Thesa systemns
help studants organize matsarials systematically
lor easy retrieval

Success Factor1

HANDS-ON PROJECTS FOR
REAL-WORLD LEARNING

Sludents engoge in wvanous cotologuing
projects throughout the course,  providing
theam with honds-on sxperience. Thess
projects: involve the classification of octual
Arabic resources, including rare moanuscripts
and digital iterns. This practical engagemant
not only einforces their understonding ol
thaoretical concepts but also sxposes tharm
to the nuonced chaollanges of caotaologuing
camplex Arabic worka,

Success Factor 2

EUILDING EXPERTISE IN ARABIC
EIBELIOGRAPHIC CONTROL

Ultimately, this course esquips students wilh
the speciglited knowledge ond hands-on

ENOErEnce thesy nesd 1o oparats

Students alzo focus on Authority Control. where
they are tought how to manoge outhority
records for nomes and titles. Authority control is
cruciol for maintoining the nlegrhily ond
unilanmity of catologuing systems, particulary in
libraries with large and diverse collections.

Moraover, the couwrss delves into spaciolized
chassification resources such o= the Library of
Congress Subject Heaodings for Islomic
Resources ond the UM Library Clossification
System for Knowledge Resources on Islam (IC51),
ensuring thot students are well-versed in
chassifying and organizing materiols spacifically
reloted to Islomic ond Arobic studies. These
componants eguip studenis with the necessary
skills to handle the bibliographic control of Arabic
information resources effectively.

Success Factor 3

FOSTERING INNOVATION WHILE
PRESERVING AUTHENTICITY

A& uniqua aspect ol this course is s focus on both
trodition and innovation. While students gain
proficiency In opplying existing cotaloguing
standardsa, they are also encouraged to propose
new enhoncaments o lslomic heodings and

clossilications. This ensures that cotologued
records remain outhantic to theer originol sources,
whila also evolving to meet contsmporary needs.
By the end of the course, students are able to
manage all major bibliographic control tosks for
Arabic information rescurces, moaking tham wall-
prapared to contribute to Arabic collections
worldwida.

We ore proud to offer this courze, which not only

bibliographic control systems confidently. By enriches students’ leorning experiences but olso
fostering o deep understanding of both the conbributes 1o the brooder fiekd of Arobic ond Islamic
traditions and innovations in Arabic studies. Our groduates leave the course with the
cataleguing, the course prepares students to ability to engoge with diverse Arobic resources,
contribute to the preservotion ond opplying ther knowledge to ensure thot these
occessibility of Arobic cultural heritoge in importont  motericls are occessible 1o future
libraries and archives around the world. gansrations.
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Workshop <K

HANDS-0ON WITH EXPERT

The ICSI Web Workshop, attended by
Library and Information Science (Ls)
students, was an insightful two-session
event designed to enhance their skills in
cataloguing Arabic and Islamic
collections. The first session introduced the
traditicnal practices of cataloguing books
on Islam, offering a comprehensive
overview of the unigue challenges and
methodologies in maintaining the integrity
and accessibility of Arabic and Islamic
resources. This session laid the foundation
by highlighting the importance of
accuracy and consistency in bibliographic
control.

INITIATIVES

In the second session, students
participated i a hands-on
experience using the ICSI Web
platform. This practical segment
allowed them to apply the principles
learned in the first session by properly
describing specific books. Through
this interactive session, students
gained valuable skills in utilizing the
ICS1 Web, preparing them to efficiently
catalogue  Arabic and  Islamic
materials in real-world settings. The
workshop  reinforced  traditional
cataloguing knowledge and
introduced modern tools to support
eftective information management in

Arabic collections.
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Industrial Talk >

ISLAMIC LIERARIANSHIP

Madam WNorazzah Momin, the Chief
Librarian of Universiti Sains  Islom
Malaysia (USIM), delivered the talk to
expose students to key aspects of
Islamic  librarianship. The session
provided o comprehensive overview
of the historical development of
Islamic librarianship, tracing its roots
through time and highlighting the
contributions of prominent Islamic
scholars and  their
collections. It olso addressed the
library monagement processes and
procedures specific to
libraries, as well as the challenges

invaluable

lslamic

and  strategies for  acguiring
invaluable collections from around
the world.
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INITIATIVES

A key focus of the tolk was the
relationship
librarionship aond mosque libraries,

between Islamic
emphasizing the need to strengthen
and advocate for these partnerships
as centres of knowledge within the
community. Finally, the talk offered
insights on how to sustain the spirit of
Muslim librarians, sharing
motivational methods and best
practices to inspire and maintain a
strong s=ense of purpose In the
profession. The talk was an invaluable
opportunity for students to gain
deeper insights into Islamic
librarianship’s historical and practical

dimensions.




Services at Jabatan Kehakiman Svarah

Malaysia Library : An Analysis ol Arabic I N ITIATIVES

Cataloguing Procedures
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Research Project <<<
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Islamic cataloguing skills among LIS
students, two main projects were
successfully executed, proposing
changes in the cataleguing practice
in Jabatan Kehakimon Syariah
Malaysia (JKSM) and Al-Madinah
International University library (MEDIU)
respectively based on ICS5L Both
>>> projects were accepted for journal
publications. +

Academic Visit —
EXPLORING ARABIC COLLECTION 2 | |2 S = W |l =i

The ocodemic visit to the MNaotional Centre of
Moloy Monuscripts (NCMM) was  closely
gligned with the objectives of the Arabic
Colaloguing course, providing students with
voluable nsights mio cotologuing and
preserving non-troditional  brory  matenaols
such o5 manusicripts. Dunng the wisil the
N reprasentative presenisd kay poinls
ragarding the documentotion of Malay
manuscripts, focusing on the guidalines, types
of descriptions, and specilic ospects requiring
attention during the cotaloguing process.

Students cbsanmad how kMolay manuscripts are
catalogued ond presarved ol NCKMM, which
was reinforced during o hands-on sassion. The
visit. provided a proclical understonding of
manuscript handling ond cotaloguing, further
enriching their catologuing knowiedge in the
contaxt of Arabic and Islarmic resources.
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