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coMMENTARY ON T 
HI: tU~• ..... --

PREFACE 

~4~tet_......_ 

This book, which serves as a commentary to the Forty A~adith of 
al-Imam al-NawawI was essentially a series of evening lessons 
I conducted at the International Islamic University Malaysia's 
Mosque for over one and a half years, commencing from April 
2001. It was thereafter edited and published on the internet.4 

Due to the great demand from readers from different parts of the 
world, the web version of this commentary has been improved, 
proofread, and edited to be published into a book, the one which 
you now have in your hand today. 

The commentary is a humble effort made to benefit the layman as 
well as intellectuals from different disciplines with little background 

in Islamic studies. In addition, this commentary also offers 
discussions on related important contemporary issues. 

1 hav~ ~ollowed a systematic approach in commenting on, and 
~xpla~g the aMdith. Every badfth is given a title which conveys 
its main message Th h • e met odology is as follows: 

i. First the had-th • • I tion ill ' • 1 m cited in Arabic followed by its trans a 
the English Language. 

◄ The original web address wa~ha . . . u.rnY/ 
nged, and ts currently http://fortyhadith.uuro.ed 
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PREFACE 

ii. Second, a brief introduction is given regarding the ~adith. 

iii. Third, lessons and wisdoms are extracted from the badith includ­

ing the following: 

• Relevant Quranic ayat and abadith are highlighted and used 

to elaborate on the respective Nawawi's badith. 

• Definitions of concepts are highlighted and explained. 

• Application of badith to contemporary issues. 

• An attempt is made to relate the respective }Jadith to real life and 

to draw some practical implicatiol1\..that will enable the Muslim 

to better understand and practice it tb'clay. 

iv. Finally, a conclusion is given, summarizfng the salient points, 

concepts, and lessons to be learned from the l)adith. 

This commentary incorporates various classical interpretations 

from Muslim scholars. When there are differing viewpoints, those 

are also presented, and an attempt is made to reconcile between 

them. If I have my own opinion, then that is also presented as well 

in the light of contemporary internal and external challenges. 

I have tried my best to use simple and direct English throughout 

the book. Philosophical issues and discussions have been avoided 

in order to achieve the objective of the commentary. Whenever a 

particular badith has a correlation with another }:iadith ( or a}:iadith), it 

is mentioned in order to link the a}:iadith to each other. Altogether, 

this will greatly benefit the reader in understanding the significance 

of every a}:iadith of this great collection. 

I hope and pray to Allah that this book wi~l b~ of a benefit to English 

speaking Muslims wherever it reaches. Amm 

Jamal Al)med Bashier Badi (½:)~4 ~ ..v""i Jui:-) 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

October 2016 
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INTRODUCTION 

INTRODUCTION 

4~~-.+---~ 

i->J\ <.Y")I Ji\ r. 
~\..11 t---..> ~_HI Jc i')L:JG o~G ~WI Y..> Ji JI 

#- -

~\ ~J J\ JcJ ..l~ \.;~:J -

The collection of Forty Al;adith by al-Imam al-Nawawi has been 

recognized, accepted, and appreciated by Muslim scholars for the 

last seven centuries. Its significance lay in the fact that these selected 

forty alµidith comprise the main essential and fundamental concepts 

of Islam. And these are the unique al;adith which reflect the minimum 

level of knowledge required for every Muslim. Various principles 

are contained within these al;adith, such as belief, Muslim ethics, and 

fiqh. From this, it is very important that these a}Jadith be understood 

properly and thoroughly based on scholarly interpretations. 

Al-Imam al-Nawawi stated the following: "These are forty badith ... 

each l;adith from them is a great foundation of the foundation of 

the religion. Scholars have described regarding each badith that 

Islam revolves around them, or they considered as half of Islam, or 

a one-third of it and the like .... Most are from the authentic books 

of al-Bukhari and Muslim. And I shall mention them with omission 

1 



THE FORTY HAD1TH OF IMAM AL-NAW coMMENTARY ON A\VJ 

f 
tions in order to make its memorizatio f the chains o narra , n eas 0 rall benefit by Allah s grace. Then, I foll Y and encompass ove . d' . . ow it . f precision and inherent wor 1ngs. It 18 impo with a chapter O l'tant 

h ing for reward in the Hereafter to know all th for everyone op . . ese ahiidith for all-inclusive importance; and it (t~e. collection) contains 
the warning on all acts of worship, s~ that 1t 1s a~parent to thase 
who ponder over it. And unto Allah, the Almighty I rely and 
to Him, I direct my mandate and my request, and all Glory and 
Blessing belong to Him alone, and with Him success is ascertained 
and protection is guaranteed." 

This text provides a simple and practical commentary on these 
aQiidzth of al-Imam al-Nawawi:'s collection. It further discusses 
relative contemporary issues that they shed light upon. 
Explanations from classical scholars are also mentioned. Wherever 
relevant, a respective Qadith is connected with real life situations 
and practical implications to current times. It is hoped that this 
commentary will lead the Muslim to better understand and 
practice the aQiidzth in his or her life. 

j ' 
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M
riN'fAllY 0 

coM 

N Tl II] ' -

I - AL-NAWJ\h1'1' 
AL' .,v s 
INTRODUCTION TO ~flit 

AflBA'iN AN-NAWAW1yA~ 

~-~tt~t_,_____ -

. . t Allah ~ the Lord of the Worlds, the Only~ 
Praise 1s o v, • 'Vil 

and Sustainer of the heavens and earth. The Mastermindotafi 

creatures, the Sender of the Messengers to all the adolescentsin~ 

to guide them, and offer elucidation on the canons of the~ 

(Jslcim), with clear cut evidence and explicit peremptoryprai 

Praise unto Him for all His grace and I ask Him for more(ia 

bounty and generosity. And I bear witness that there is no gooc 

no partners, the Only One God, The Supreme Mighty, the Gimm 

the Forgiving, and I bear witness that the Prophet MtJltammii 

His slave, His messenger, His beloved, and His intimate friend,~ 

best of all creatures, who was honored with the Glorious al-Qu{J 

the everlasting miracle which will remain forever, and for JD,!! 

years to come, it will continue to be an illuminating guidaJ!lt; 

those that seek • t Ou ed "~ 
. . 

1 
• r master Muhammad • was endow ~ 

an idiosyncrasy r fl . • . st 
and 1. . e ected 1n his proprioceptive conetse ..1 

re ig1ous toler hiJJl" 
all other p h anc~, may Allah's blessings be upon J 

rop ets and M · , ilies, 
the remainin essengers, and all of their iatn ted fr.' 

'Ali ibn Abi ;;~ the righteous. Then, it has been narra -d/1~ 

JabaJ, and Ab~~' an_~ 'Abd Allah ibn Mas'iid, and Mu'a a51 

Malik,Abii}I arda, and lbn 'Umar lbn 'Abbas and AP- r# 
cha. urayrah a d A - c- , - d 111at1Y ,A 

llls of narrati n bu Sa 1d al-Khudr1 Jib, an rraV"p 
0~~fu · f~ 

many marvelous varieties 0 

16 .t 



Al-IMAM Al-NAW -
J\.Wl'S INTRODUCTION 

that, indeed the Messe 
nger of Allah 6 • 

safeguard or document forty h _ said that: "Whoever 

f th . I' . . ad1th for my umm h h • 
o eu re 1g1ous matters, he shall be a on t e issues 

Judgment in the congregati f resurrected on the Day of 
on o scholars and th kn I d ,, 

In another narration: "Allah I s . e oV: e geable. 

knowledgeable." In th ~all resurrect him as a Jurist (faqih ), 
e narration of Abu D d-,. "I h 11 b h' 

intercessor and a witn ar a • s a e 1s 

th ti
. f lb ess on the Day of Resurrection." Further in 

e narra on o n Masciid "H Id , 
e wou be told that: 'Enter any of 

the doors of Paradise that you wi h ,,, In th . 
"H hall b . s • e narration of Ibn 'Umar: 

. e s e mcluded among the scholars and shall be resurrected 

m the _group of martyrs." And nonetheless, the experts in the field 

of badith agreed that the ~adith is weak although it has many chains. 

The scholars 6 have compiled countless works or treatise on this 

subject (Forty I:Iadith). Hence, the first person I knew that authored 

book on this was <Abd Allah ibn Mubarak then Muhammad ibn 
I • 

Aslam al-Tusi (knowledgeable about religious canon), then ijasan 

ibn Sufyan al-Nasa1, and Abu Bakr al-Jurri, and Abu Bakr ibn 

Torahlm al-A~fahani, and Daraqutni, al-I:Iakim, and Abii Na'im, 

Abu cAbd ar-Rahplan al-Sulami, and Abu Sa1d al-Maliru, and Abu 

Uthman, al-Sabiini, and cAbd Allah ibn Mu}J.ammad al-An~ari, and 

Abu Bakr al-Bayhaqi, and many others among the predecessors 

and successors. Indeed, Allah 6 the Almighty has made it possible 

for me to compile forty ~adith by imitating the footsteps of the 

sagacious, versatile, and eminent experts of l_tadith in lsliim. 

Verily, scholars have agreed that it is p~rmi~sible t~ use. t~e 

k ti. ti'onal actions or virtues, m spite of this, this 1s 
wea on mo va , 

li n this hadith but on saying of the Prophet ~ 
not my re ance o . , 
. th thentic narration which goes thus: "For the present 
m e au b ,, And 
who witnesses his speech should convey t~ the a sentee. 

t' 
· g that· "May Allah 6 bless a person that 

also the Prophe s saym • . 

d 
d imbibes it and conveys 1t exactly the 

listens to my wor s, an 

17 t 



there ai'"'. 

d ·t"
 '[hen, t ls of Js/tim, some of the _r,1~ 

hear t • damen a . . lll 1ll 

waY he -h on the fun e in ascetiasm, some in art t~e 

had1t • 'h -d sorn 11 
s ~" 

forty • f'l1e in J' 0 ' 1·n speeches, a these a" "ltQ 

hes, sol"' f theIIl 
,e g 

branc and 5orne O . h Allah • reward good int ~ 

merature, AI.t111g ty 
eJ!bon 

~dm~ 
. 

purposes , ty hadith as the most important 

1 tion of 1or • , of al/ 

I see a (new) col ec hadith containing a11 these aspects, and ea~ 

these. 'fhese are f~rty • t base of religious rules or tenets. Schol 

th 111 IS a grea ,, - ars 

hadith from e d. each hadith) that Js,am revolves ar()J, .. 

• "b d (regar mg • · - '4l1d 

have descn e .d d as half of Jsliim, or a one-third of it and 

they consI ere 
1 

the~, or I 'II ensure these forty badith as being authenttc 

the like Then, WI 
d 

• fr the authentic books of al-Bukhari an Muslim. And 

M~~ ~ 
. 

1 shall mention them with omission of the chams of narrations 

in order to make its memorization easy and encompass overall 

benefit by Allah's grace. Then, I follow it with a chapter of precision 

and inherent wordings. It is important for_ everyone hoping for 

reward in the Hereafter to know all these ahadith for all-inclusive 
• 

importance; and it (the collection) contains the warning on ail acts 

of worship, so that it is apparent to those who ponder over it. And 

unto Allah I, the Almighty I rely and to Him, I direct my mandate 

and my request, and all Glory and Blessing belong to Him alone, 

and with Him • . 
success is ascertamed and protection is guaranteed. 

-
AJ-Nawalfl 

18 



l: ACTIONS ARE BY INTENTIONS 

IJadith 1: Actions are by Intentions 

• • 
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