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This book, which serves as a commentary to the Forty Ahigig .
al-Imam al-Nawawi was essentially a series of evening lesso,
I conducted at the International Islamic University Malaysiy
Mosque for over one and a half years, commencing from Apj
2001. It was thereafter edited and published on the internet.*

Due to the great demand from readers from different parts of the
world, the web version of this commentary has been improved,

proofread, and edited to be published into a book, the one whic
you now have in your hand today.

The commentary is a humble effort made to benefit the layman
well as intellectuals from different disciplines with little background
in Islamic studies. In addition, this commentary also offers
discussions on related important contemporary issues.

. havc-e followed a systematic approach in commenting O !
_explagnng the ahddith. Every hadith is given a title which convey®
its main message. The methodology is as follows:

L. First, the hadith in cited i
the English Language.

i
n Arabic followed by its tranS]a‘ﬂon




PREFACE

ii. Second, a brief introduction is given regarding the hadith.
iii. Third, lessons and wisdoms are extracted from the hadith includ-
ing the following;

o Relevant Qurinic ayat and ahadith are highlighted and used
to elaborate on the respective Nawawi's hadith.

e Definitions of concepts are highlighted and explained.

e Application of hadith to contemporary issues.

e Anattempt is made to relate the respective hadith to real life and
to draw some practical imp]jcatior%t\hat will enable the Muslim
to better understand and practice it today.

iv. Finally, a conclusion is given, summarizing the salient points,
concepts, and lessons to be learned from the hadith.

This commentary incorporates various classical interpretations
from Muslim scholars. When there are differing viewpoints, those
are also presented, and an attempt is made to reconcile between
them. If  have my own opinion, then that is also presented as well
in the light of contemporary internal and external challenges.

I have tried my best to use simple and direct English throughout
the book. Philosophical issues and discussions have been avoided
in order to achieve the objective of the commentary. Whenever a
particular hadith has a correlation with another hadith (or ahadith), it
is mentioned in order to link the ahadith to each other. Altogether,
this will greatly benefit the reader in understanding the significance

of every ahadith of this great collection.

Thope and pray to Allah that this book will be of a benefit to English

speaking Muslims wherever it reaches. Amin

Jamal Ahmed Bashier Badi (g>b 4= al J)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
October 2016
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The collection of Forty Ahidith by al-Imam al-Nawaw1 has been
recognized, accepted, and appreciated by Muslim scholars for the
last seven centuries. Its significance lay in the fact that these selected
forty ahadith comprise the main essential and fundamental concepts
of Islim. And these are the unique ahadith which reflect the minimum
level of knowledge required for every Muslim. Various principles
are contained within these ahadith, such as belief, Muslim ethics, and
figh. From this, it is very important that these ahadith be understood
properly and thoroughly based on scholarly interpretations.

Al-Imam al-Nawaw stated the following: “These are forty hadith...
each hadith from them is a great foundation of the foundation of

the religion. Scholars have described regarding each hadith that

Islam revolves around them, or they considered as half of Islam, or

a one-third of it and the like.... Most ar€ from the authentic books
of al-Bukhari and Muslim. And I shall mention them with omission
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for everyone hoping for reward in the Hf:ret;fter ;;) kl'.low all theset
ahidith for all-inclusive importance; and it ( he collection) gy,
the warning on all acts of worship, 80 that it is apparent to
who ponder over it. And unto Allah, the Almighty | rely anq
to Him, I direct my mandate and my rec.luest, and (:;111 Glory g
Blessing belong to Him alone, and with Him success is ascertaingg
and protection is guaranteed.”

This text provides a simple and practical commentary on theg,
ahadith of al-Imam al-Nawawi'’s collection. It further discusges
relative contemporary issues that they shed light upon.
Explanations from classical scholars are also mentioned. Wherever
relevant, a respective hadith is connected with real life situations
and practical implications to current times. It is hoped that this

commentary will lead the Muslim to better understand and
practice the ahadith in his or her life, '



AL-IMAM AL-NAWAWI'S INTRODUCTION

AL-IMAM AL-NAWAWT'S
INTRODUCTION TO THE
ARBAIN AN-NAWAWIYAH

— L

o

]

-

g,;}Ll\ gV Gyl Syl e ol &5 dd
(5Bl JI Gt r.@xe Gy B1Le 2 eels o
W,\JA\ Szl L0800 VA, ol @l o, el
NENR R uﬁ@w%‘muyw@&:xﬂ
Ayl g 3008 1552 WL BT SgA1, SEEN) r;,ij\‘)\w Sl 1 2
sl sl o, 58001 i Jait s, 2,
B3 s Aidl) sEn) gL, (Gl A5 2 55,5021
ol ML ) Lo ¢l a5y r&‘ PP A B b
LG Sy ¥ Ty Gkl BN 5L G,

a0 By (I gl e o Wiy A ss Ul
sl 3 il e pliB B 528 G eeloy gy Ji o dlay




Praise is 0 Allah &, the Lord of the Worlds, the Only Pro
.nd Sustainer of the heavens and earth. The Mastermind oty
creatures, the Sender of the Messengers to all the adolescentsipy
to guide them, and offer elucidation on the canons of the rd
(Islam), with clear cut evidence and explicit peremptory pn;
Praise unto Him for all His grace and I ask Him for more
bounty and generosity. And I bear witness that there isnogodx
no partners, the Only One God, The Supreme Mighty, the Glorie
the Forgiving, and I bear witness that the Prophet Muhamna!
His slave, His messenger, His beloved, and His intimate friend
best of all creatures, who was honored with the Glorious Qs
the everlasting miracle which will remain forever, and for
Z’;:rs t;)l come, it will continue to be an illuminating guidanﬂf:
an issiositnsce;eal;;trg); ey Muhammad & was end?tesd“‘
and religious tolera ected in his proprioceptive ) »
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Allibp ppp oo enteous. Then, it has been oy
Jabal, ang Abg Dl an—(? Abd Allzh ibn Mas'id, and M "
Malik, Abg 1, 2rda, and Ibn ‘Umar, Tbn ‘Abbas 2"
i 2¥rah and Abg Sa7d al-Khudsi #3" ¢
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of their religiou
S, ingthe iolzl\atters,.he shall be resurrected on the Day of
o -Ongregation of scholars and the knowledgeable.”
In another narration: “Allah & shall resurrect him as a jurist (fa l-h')
@OWIedgeable.” In the narration of Abi Darda® “I shall beq hi;
mtercesso.r and a witness on the Day of Resurrection.” Further, in
the narration of Ibn Mas‘iid “He would be told that: ‘Enter an}: of
the doors of Paradise that you wish.” In the narration of Ibn Umar:
“He shall be included among the scholars and shall be resurrected

in the group of martyrs.” And nonetheless, the experts in the field
of hadith agreed that the hadith is weak although it has many chains.

Whoever
the issues

The scholars & have compiled countless works or treatise on this
subject (Forty Hadith). Hence, the first person I knew that authored
book on this was ‘Abd Allah ibn Mubarak, then Muhammad ibn
Aslam al-Tasi (knowledgeable about religious canon), then Hasan
ibn Sufyan al-Nasa‘i, and Aba Bakr al-Jurri, and Abt Bakr ibn
Ibrahim al-Asfahani, and Daraqutni, al-Hakim, and Aba Nam,
Abii ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Sulami, and Abt Sa‘id al-Malini, and Abu
Uthman, al-Sabini, and <Abd Allah ibn Muhammad al-Ansari, and
Abii Bakr al-Bayhagi, and many others among the predecessors
and successors. Indeed, Allah f the Almighty has made it possible

for me to compile forty hadith by imitating the footsteps of the

sagacious, versatile, and eminent experts of hadith in Islam.

Verily, scholars have agreed that it is permissible to use the
weak on motivational actions or virtues, in spite of this, this is
not my reliance on this hadith, but on saying of the Prophet &

/ tion which goes thus: “For the present

in the authentic narra 8
who witnesses his speech should convey to the absentee. And

. . 11ah # bless a person that
t's saying that: May A .
T-IS: thet: rr(1)1‘}‘5)7}1v6\701'ds},and imbibes it and conveys it exactly the
istens ’
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1: ACTIONS ARE BY INTENTIONS
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Hadith 1: Actions are by Intentions
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