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Abstract

This research aims to study the possession of negotiable shipping documents in Yemeni
maritime law, the United Nations Agreement on contracts for the international carriage
of goods by sea in whole or in part (Rotterdam Rules), and the principles of Islamic
legislation, through analysing the legal texts related to the possession and trading. The
research is divided into two axes: the first axis discusses the concept of the bill of
shipping, its possession, and its representation of goods transported by sea, while the
second axis examines the trading of the bill of shipping according to its different forms
and the legitimacy of this exchange in Islamic legislation. The study has reached several
conclusions, the most important of which is that the possession of the bill of shipping
is analogous to the possession of the goods transported by sea, granting the holder of
the document the right to dispose of them in various ways according to the provisions
of Yemeni maritime law and the Rotterdam Rules. As for Islamic Sharia, the matter is
governed by legal texts and provisions that require absolute possession of the goods for
the legitimacy of disposal. Accordingly, one of the most important recommendations of
the research is to change some articles of maritime law to align with the provisions of
Islamic law on this topic.

Keywords: Possession of maritime bills of lading - Disposal of shipped goods - Yemeni
maritime law - Rotterdam rules - Islamic jurisprudence.
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