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How did Israeli discourse
?justify the genocide in Gaza
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The Israeli occupation deliberately targeted civilian gathering centers to

kill the largest possible number of civilians (Al Jazeera)

Language is not just a means of communication, it
is a powerful tool that shapes perceptions, influ-
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ences behavior, and changes the collective c
sciousness of societies. Linguist Ibrahim Anis says
that politicians misuse words and impose their be-
liefs on the public. “They make a freedom fighter a

terrorist, they describe a patriot as a reckless fa-
".natic, and they portray defeat as a clear victory

Those in power often manipulate language to belit-
tle their opponents, as a prelude to violence and re-
pression against them. This practice is particularly
evident in the context of colonialism, where
European colonial powers used racist and deroga-
tory terms to subjugate and exploit indigenous
.populations

In the modern era, these tactics still exist, as is evi-
dent from the Israeli discourse towards the
Palestinians. The use of offensive, insulting and ag-
gressive terms and expressions towards the
Palestinians is an approach that the aggressor en-
tity has adopted for many years, and it is still con-
tinuing this approach, but it became clear after the
Al-Agsa flood on October 7 of last year

Describing the people of Gaza as “human ani-
mals,” and then announcing a complete and
total blockade, reflects a racist discourse that

not only seeks to justify extreme measures



such as cutting off basic resources, but also

.incites the commission of atrocities

Here are six statements made by Israeli leaders,
directly or indirectly calling for genocide in Gaza,
:in the wake of the Al-Agsa Intifada

A few days after the Al-Agsa flood, Israeli e
Defense Minister Yoav Galant announced a
siege on Gaza in order to fight the “human
animals,” saying: “No electricity, no food, no
"lfuel

Describing Gazans or fighters as “human animals,”
and then declaring a complete and total blockade,
reflects a racist discourse that not only seeks to
justify extreme measures such as cutting off basic
resources, but also incites atrocities. Galant’s de-
scription is just one link in a series of racist and in-
flammatory phrases used by European colonial
powers to pass brutal policies against the indige-
.nous population

In Australia, Aborigines were often described as
part of the “animals” to justify their exploitation and
extermination. In Africa, during the colonization of
the Congo under King Leopold Il of Belgium, the
Congolese were accused of being barbaric and in
need of “civilization.” To confirm this barbarism and
savagery that was closer to animals, in 1897 an ex-
hibition was held in the Belgian capital, Brussels, to
which groups of Congolese were taken and dis-



played to visitors in what were then known as hu-

.Man Zoos

advertisement

During the Rwandan genocide, Tutsis were referred
to as “cockroaches,” a term used to incite mass vio-
lence against them. In the United States, African
slaves were dehumanized as animals, or mere
property, and thus denied their human rights. Some
Nazis likened European Jews to insects and rat-like

.creatures

In late October 2023, in a televised address to e
the Israeli public, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu cited the Bible while announcing the
assault on Gaza, saying: “You must remember
".what the Amalekites did to you

The Amalekites - as in the Book of Exodus - at-
tacked the Israelites when they fled from Egypt.
Although the Israelites defeated them, the descen-
dants of the Amalekites were cursed by God, and as
the Torah says, the Amalekites must be
.exterminated

In citing a biblical text, Netanyahu draws a parallel
between Israel’s ancient enemies and the people of
Gaza, who pose an existential threat to the State of
Israel and must therefore be eliminated. This com-
parison not only provides a religious justification for
military action, but also places the conflict in a gen-
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eral framework, where there is no compromise or
.coexistence

This citation also dehumanizes the Palestinians by
comparing them to an ancient enemy cursed by
God. It is also an attempt to rally support among re-
ligious and nationalist sectors of Israelis, who view
.this conflict through the teachings of the Bible

The Israeli far right cites verse 1 of 1 Samuel 3:15 to
justify the killing of the Palestinians: “Now go and
strike the Amalekites, and utterly destroy all that

they have. Do not spare them, but kill both man and
woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and
".donkey

advertisement

The Anti-Defamation League condemned the
rabbi's statement and called for him to be held
accountable, adding: "The indiscriminate call

to harm innocent people is a grave moral in-
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justice, which harms the army's actions in
Gaza during the war, and tarnishes the image

"_of the State of Israel in the world

In November 2023, Israeli Heritage Minister e
Amichai Eliyahu, a member of the Otzma
Yehudit (Jewish Power) party, sparked
widespread outrage in a radio interview in
which he suggested dropping a nuclear bomb
on the Gaza Strip as “one of the possibilities” in
the current conflict. Following the racist
remarks, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
quickly disavowed Eliyahu’'s comments and
.suspended his participation in cabinet meetings

Netanyahu's office said: "Eliyahu’s statements are
not based on reality. Israel and the IDF are commit-
ted to the strictest standards of international law to

avoid harming innocent people, and we will continue

".to do so until our victory

On March 9 of this year, an Israeli rabbi called e
for the killing of women and children in the Gaza
Strip, in accordance with Jewish law. “Today he
is a child; tomorrow he is a fighter,” he said,
before adding: “In our holy war, and in the
context of Gaza, the law is clear... Not every
soul will survive, and the logic behind it is
".clear... If you don't kill them, they will kill you

This criminal mentality fuels the violence perpe-
trated by Israel, because it is a mentality that opens



fire on every Palestinian, whether combatant or
civilian, young or old, man or woman. The Anti-
Defamation League condemned the rabbi’s state-
ment and called for him to be held accountable,
adding: “The indiscriminate call to harm innocent
people is a grave moral injustice, which harms the
army’s actions in Gaza during the war, and tar-
".nishes the image of the State of Israel in the world

On April 18 of this year, Israel’s far-right e
National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir
proposed the death penalty as a solution to the
overcrowded prisons of Palestinian prisoners.
He welcomed the Israeli military’s decision to
build 936 additional prisons for “security
prisoners.” “The additional construction will
allow the Prison Service to accommodate more
terrorists, and will achieve a partial solution to
the Shin Bet's prison crisis,” he said, referring
.to the Israel Prison Service

In early August this year, Finance Minister e
Bezalel Smotrich made headlines when he
suggested that starving the population of Gaza
could be a justified and moral tactic until Israeli
captives were returned. The appalling statement
drew international condemnation, with the UK,
France and the EU condemning Smotrich'’s
.comments as a call for war crimes

Every hour in Gaza, 15 people are killed, six of

them children, 35 people are injured, 42



bombs are dropped, and 12 buildings are

.destroyed

These irresponsible statements, issued by suppos-
edly “responsible” Israeli figures, reveal a very dis-
turbing systematic approach, an approach in which
statements are made that insult the humanity of our
people in Palestine, and incite their killing and
.abuse

The response from Netanyahu's office, which
claimed that Israel and its military adhere to the
highest standards of international law to avoid
harming civilians, is nothing more than a blatant lie,
and a clear disregard and even contempt for inter-
national law and human rights; if Israel were truly
committed to upholding these standards, such
statements would not exist in the public discourse
.of Israeli leaders

The excessive brutality and continuous violent at-
tack on our people in Gaza by the IDF for nearly a
year is a clear manifestation of the language of re-
.venge and genocide

advertisement
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According to the latest data from the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs,
the World Health Organization, and the Palestinian
government, as of June 30, Israeli attacks
:destroyed

More than half of Gaza's homes (destroyed or o
.damaged)

.of commercial facilities 80% e

.of schools 88% e

.out of 35 hospitals are partially operational 17 e

.ambulances 130 e

.places of worship 267 e

Every hour in Gaza, 15 people are killed, six of them
children, 35 people are injured, 42 bombs fall, and
.12 buildings are destroyed

Recently, there have been reports of numerous tes-
timonies from Palestinians, including women and
children, who have been detained by Israel since the
beginning of its war on Gaza. These detainees have
been subjected to various forms of torture, sexual
abuse, violence, humiliation, starvation, and denial
of medical care. One such detainee is Dr.
Mohammed Abu Salmiya, director of Al-Shifa
Hospital, who has been detained for more than
seven months, amid Israeli military allegations that
.Hamas is using the hospital as a base



It has become clear to many that Israel is con-
tinuing its policy of shedding innocent blood
and stripping the people of Gaza of their full
humanity, a policy in which actions translate

.what words require

Abu Salmiya describes the conditions in detention
as involving “daily physical and psychological hu-
miliation.” “They attacked us with police dogs, ba-
tons, and beatings, and took away our mattresses
and blankets,” he said of the harsh treatment the
detainees were subjected to. According to Abu
Salmiya, “for two months, none of the prisoners ate
".more than one loaf of bread a day

In response to the horrific massacres and system-
atic genocide against the people of Gaza, South
Africa filed a lawsuit against Israel at the
International Court of Justice on December 29,
2023. After nearly a month of hearing arguments
and considering evidence and facts, the court or-
dered Israel to take a number of interim measures
to protect the Palestinians, prevent genocide in
Gaza, and ensure the provision of basic services
.and humanitarian aid
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But Israel has ignored the court's ruling and contin-
ues to prevent the provision of basic services and
the entry of fuel into Gaza, using starvation and hu-
.miliation as its weapons

It has become clear to many that Israel is continuing
its policy of shedding innocent blood and dehuman-
izing the people of Gaza, a policy in which actions
translate what words require. This, of course, is a
disregard and disdain for basic principles, such as:
the rule of law, the laws of war, human rights, and
.rules of conduct

Here we ask: Why should Israel, the spoiled, corrupt
child of the West, who is not accustomed to the lan-
guage of blame and rebuke, let alone being pun-
I7ished one day, observe these rules and laws

The views expressed in this article do not necessarily reflect the edi-

.torial position of Al Jazeera Network

Bashar Bakour
Assistant Professor, Department of Foundation and Interdisciplinary
Studies, Faculty of Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences,

International Islamic University Malaysia
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