
Documents

Jia, L.a , Mohsen, H.Y.A.b , Gopal, R.A.P.a , Hashim, R.S.c

Nature and Memory in Tan Twan Eng‘s Novels: An Ecocultural Perspective
(2024) World Journal of English Language, 14 (6), pp. 380-389. 

DOI: 10.5430/wjel.v14n6p380

a English Language and Literature Department, Faculty of Languages and Communication, Sultan Idris Education
University, Malaysia
b Department of English Language and Literature, AbdulHamid AbuSulayman Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and
Human Sciences, International Islamic University, Malaysia, Malaysia
c School of Humanities and Fine Arts, University of Economics and Human Sciences, Warsaw, Poland

Abstract
Eco-culturalism, as a literary approach, is a growing field that examines the interconnectedness of culture and the
environment. It underscores the symbiotic relationship between humans and the natural world, emphasizing the profound
impact of ecological concerns on cultural practices, values, and narratives. This literary approach seeks to address critical
environmental issues through storytelling, infusing literature with ecological awareness and promoting sustainable practices.
Analyzing eco-culturalism in Tan Twan Eng‘s narrative, including The Gift of Rain, The Garden of Evening Mists and The
House of Doors, this article offers profound insights into the dimensions through which eco-culturalism manifests in Tan‘s
novels, illuminating the symbiotic relationship between culture, ecology and memory. Tan Twan Eng‘s novels are exquisite
embroidery woven with intricate threads of culture, identity, and the natural world. From ecological values to ecological
identity, and finally to ecological memories, these elements serve as both narrative tools and windows into the hearts and
minds of his characters. Eco-culturalism is intricately woven into the narrative fabric, evolving across the three novels,
further enriching Tan‘s narrative, and proving the power of literature in connecting culture and nature. The combination of
eco-value and sustainable practice illustrates the deep connection between culture, ecology, memory, and human
prosperity, allowing readers to more deeply appreciate Malaysian cultural diversity, especially the valuable exploration of
identity, belonging and meaning in a nature-centered multicultural society. arch for meaning in a nature-centered
multicultural society. © 2024 Sciedu Press. All rights reserved.
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